o Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church

? A“ 2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org
October 4,2026 | 11 a.m.
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

Marcus Borg writes that when he was a boy, going to a Lutheran church in North Dakota, “the
promise of heaven and the specter of hell loomed large. Indeed,” he adds, “if you had been able
to convince me at age twelve that there was no afterlife, | would have no idea why I should be
a Christian.” As an adult he began to wonder: Is that it? Is the central question of Christianity,
“Where will you spend eternity”? And if so, what’s the rest of it for?

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley
Organ Prelude “Prelude on Brother James’ Air” Searle Wright
Call to Worship (from Psalm 139) Matthew Hensley

Leader:  Where can we go from God’s Spirit? Where can we flee from God’s presence?
People: If we ascend to heaven, God is there. If we make our bed in Sheol, God is there.
Leader:  If we rise on the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea—
People: Even there, God’s hand will lead us and God’s right hand will hold us fast.
Leader: In heaven and on earth, in life and in death—

People: We are held in the presence of God.

Hymn No. 33, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM RHONDDA

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 25:6-9 (Pew Bible OT page 798) Chris Wondree

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Call to Prayer, Hymn 71, “Be Thou My Vision” (Stanzas 1 and 2) SLANE
Pastoral Prayer Chris Wondree
Hymn No. 48, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS
Sharing the Faith Mara Winters
Offertory “Vocalise” Sergei Rachmaninoff

Timothy Judd, violin



Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Dedication of Gifts Amanda Lott

New Testament Reading, Revelation 21:1-5 (Pew Bible NT page 315) Amanda Lott

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” arr. Gilbert Martin
Adult Choir
When | survey the wondrous cross on which the prince of glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God.
All the vain things that charm me most, | sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flowed mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
Love, so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all! Amen!

Sermon Heaven and Hell Jim Somerville

The Celebration of Communion

Piano Solo “Moment by Moment” arr. Cindy Berry
Hymn No. 57, “Be Still, My Soul” FINLANDIA
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Congregational Response “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Postlude “Cortege” Louis Vierne




A prayer for our church
Lord God, give us eyes to see your hand at work in the world around us. And guide our hands
to join yours in loving the world. Amen

Jim Somerville is currently preaching a sermon series called, Before | Go. Next week’s sermon title will be,
Do Justice.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of

Boyce and Viola Bowers by Patti and Dwight Ross

Flowers are also given in honor of Allen and Charlotte Brown
on their 75th Wedding Anniversary

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
Restrooms are available in the Narthex near the Monument Avenue entrances.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. There is no children’s chapel today for children in grades K-3.

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

Ministry Leadership Staff

The Ministry of Christian Community The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor
Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families The Ministry of Christian Worship
Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate Rev. Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator Eunice Kim, Pianist
Rev. John Ng’ang’a, Pastoral Resident Dr. Brent te Velde, Organist

The Ministry of Communication The Ministry of Support
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Beth Davis, Director of Communication Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate Christine Johnson, Food Services Director
Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician Rev. Rusty Lee, Director of Stewardship

Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor




Praymg
Psalms

Learning the Language of the Soul Retreat

Oct 17 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Flamming Hall

eMen’s Ministry Bed Build | October 10 | Mulberry
Parking Lot | The men will be building at least 15 beds for
Sleep in Heavenly Peace. This is a nationwide organization
that provides new beds to children who do not have a bed

of their own. Each bed costs $300 to build, purchase a new
mattress, and provide new sheets and blankets. Register

to help build the beds on October 10! Registration does not
require a donation. Contact Matthew Hensley if you have any
questions.

e Salsa Date Night | October 16 | 6-8 p.m.| RFBC Gym
Grab your partner and let’s have some fun learning something
new on a Friday night! Professional Salsa teachers from Salsa
Connection Dance Company will lead a class teaching us the
basic moves and helping us perfect our steps in a fun and non-
judgmental zone! Light refreshments will be served and free
childcare will be provided for those registered. Cost is $20 per
couple. Register Now.

e Charlotte Acres Pop Up Market | October 18 | Noon
on Mulberry Portico | Fresh organic fall greens and veggies
will be available after the 11 a.m. service in the Mulberry
portico. Proceeds go toward supporting our community farm
at Charlotte Acres which provides fresh produce to those in
Richmond who are food insecure.

e Upward Basketball Registration Open! | Every year, RFBC
hosts Upward Basketball (Boys and Girls, rising 1st-rising 6th
grade) and Cheerleading (Girls, K5- rising 6th grade). Visit
fbcrichmond.org/recreation for more information and sign up.
Register by November 7.

o Register Now! All registration
forms for upcoming events are in one E
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fbecrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.
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Lacey Wondree - speaker

¢ Strong and Steady | Starting October 8 | meeting
weekly 9 -10 a.m. | Room 220 | Staying strong, mobile,
balanced and capable as we age, is the goal of this functional
fitness class utilizing body weight and strengthening
equipment to get it done while having fun in a group setting.
This class is accessible to all ages and fitness levels. Led by
Genevelyn Steele. Genevelyn is a group fitness instructor with
over 20 years of experience. Class is FREE to the congregation
and outside community. You are welcome to donate.

¢ Old Rag Mountain Climb | November 14 *Date
changed* | Join us on the trail! We will provide water, snacks
and ticket for the trail hike. This is an intermediate and
above 9.5 mile hike which will take all day. Contact Matthew
Hensley or Lee Byerly with questions.

o Pastor Retirement Celebration
Earlier this year, Senior Pastor Jim Somerville announced his
plans to retire on October 26. Join us as we celebrate Jim and
Christy’s years of faithful leadership, ministry, and service to
Richmond’s First Baptist Church. Mark your calendars for two
special opportunities to express your well wishes as they begin
this exciting new chapter.
o Wednesday, October 21 — Dinner in Flamming Hall
e Sunday, October 25 — Celebration at Rassawek
Registration is now open! Please RSVP by October 11.

e Organ Concert | October 23 | 7 p.m. | Enjoy this FREE
concert with organist Michael Burkhardt!

e Trunk or Treat | October 28 | 5 - 7:15 p.m. in the
Mulberry parking lot and Flamming Hall | Join us for a trunk
full of treats and a $5 hot dog supper ( hot dog, chips, cookies,
and water; max $25 per family)! Costumes are welcome — just
keep them friendly and non-scary! This event is for all ages, so
invite a friend and bring the whole family! Please register to let
us know you are coming. If you would like to volunteer or host a
trunk, please email Amanda Lott.

For a full list of upcoming events, visit fbcrichmond.org/upcoming-events And stay up to date through our weekly
newsletter, First Family News, every Monday in your email inbox. Visit fberichmond.org/news to subscribe!



