ﬁ Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church

ﬁ A“ 2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org
Serve Sunday | August 30, 2026 | 8:45 a.m.
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

I love it that Serve Sunday wasn’t my idea, that it came to us from our students, who have been
doing this for years—going out into the community once each quarter to serve our neighbors.
There’s a verse in the Bible that says, “a little child shall lead them.” These are not little children,
but they are leading us by their example, and teaching us to do something Jesus tried to teach his
disciples: “Whoever would be great among you must be the servant of all,” he said, “for the Son
of Man came not to be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:43, 45).

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley
Organ Prelude “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” J.S. Bach
Call to Worship (from Psalm 67) Matthew Hensley

Leader:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,

People: That your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all
nations.

Leader:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

People: For you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.

Hymn No. 648, “Stir Your Church, O God, Our Father” MADILL
Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
Old Testament Reading, [saiah 58:6-9a (Pew Bible OT page 842) John Ng’ang’a

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Call to Prayer, “Lord, You Call Us to Your Service” Phil Mitchell
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Pastoral Prayer Ruth Szucs

Hymn No. 656, “/esu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” CHEREPONI
Sharing the Faith Emily Thompson
Offertory “Nimrod, from Enigma Variations” Edward Elgar, trans. William H. Harris
Doxology OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Chapel. Details on next page.*
Dedication of Gifts Steve Blanchard
The Gospel, Luke 4:16-21 (Pew Bible NT page 74) Allison Collier

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “God Has Work For Us To Do” Mark A. Miller
Adult Choir

“Til all the jails are empty and all the bellies filled;
“Til no one hurts or steals or lies, and no more blood is spilled:
God has work for us to do, ‘til God’s will is done and all things are made new,
God has work for us to do!

‘Til age and race and gender no longer separate;
“Til pulpit, press, and politics are free of greed and hate:
God has work for us to do, ‘til God’s will is done and all things are made new,
God has work for us to do!

In tenement and mansion, in factory, farm, and mill,
In board room and in billiard hall, in wards where time stands still.
In classroom, church, and office, in shops, or on the street,
In every place where people thrive, or starve, or hide, or meet. God has work for us.

By sitting at a bedside to hold pale, trembling hands,
By speaking for the powerless against unjust demands.
By praying through our doing, and singing though we fear,
By trusting that the seed we sow will bring God’s harvest near:
God has work for us to do, ‘til God’s will is done and all things are made new,
God has work for us to do!

Sermon What Is Our Mission? Jim Somerville
Hymn No. 655, “O Lord, Who Came To Earth to Show” FOREST GREEN
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville

Organ Postlude “Now Thank We All Our God” Sigfrid Karg-Elert




Jim Somerville is currenly preaching a sermon series called, Before | Go. Next week’s sermon title will be,
What about the Bible?
One Sunday is September 13. There will be one worship service at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary and online followed by
dinner on the grounds.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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Flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Dale Hamilton and Alex Szucs, Jr. by Richard and Ruth Szucs.

Flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration of
Joe and Charlotte Evans on their 40th Wedding Anniversary.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
Restrooms are available in the Narthex near the Monument Avenue entrances.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

Ministry Leadership Staff

The Ministry of Christian Community The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor
Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Senior Associate Pastor
Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families The Ministry of Christian Worship
Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate

= Rev. Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

Eunice Kim, Pianist

. L. Dr. Brent te Velde, Organist
The Ministry of Communication

Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology The Ministry of Support
Beth Davis, Director of Communication Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director
Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician Christine Johnson, Food Services Director

Rev. Rusty Lee, Director of Stewardship

Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor




Join us for a combined worship service at 11 a.m.
Scan the QR code to preorder your meal today!

e Together on Wednesdays | Gather around the table in
Flamming Hall at 5 p.m. for dinner. At 6 p.m. choose from

a variety of offerings for all ages. This week there will be

a hands-on discernment experience based on Ruth Haley
Barton’s book Pursuing God’s Will Together which focuses on
how to discern the will of God in a group. Visit the website for
a full list of weekly groups: fbecrichmond.org/wednesday-
nights/

¢ Final chance to submit a Deacon nominations!
Nomination forms are available in the gathering spaces or on the
church website. Forms will be accepted until August 31.

¢ Candlelight Communion Service | September 9 |

6:15 p.m. | Chapel | Formerly known as the Contemplative
Service, this worship offering will include gentle piano and
instrumental music, time for lighting candles as symbols of
prayer, and the gift of communion. All are welcome without
exception, and we hope you will invite others as well to share
in this opportunity to center ourselves with God in the midst
of this busy season through the beauty of stillness, prayer, and
music.

e Women’s Bible Study on Monday mornings | Beginning
September 14 | Kathy Thompson will lead an incredible study
through the most perplexing teachings of Jesus in Scripture, and
you are invited! Join in person or online for The Difficult Words
of Jesus written by Amy Jill Levine, a Jewish New Testament
Scholar. Books are available now for $10 by contacting Kim
Wicks at wicks@fbcrichmond.org

o Register Now! All registration
forms for upcoming events are in one
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fberichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.
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September 13

e Fall Art Show | Deadline September 1 | Tell the Story.
Share Your Faith. Inspire Others. | Artists are invited to
create works that reflect stories from the Old Testament

or share their own personal journey of faith through art.
Submissions may explore themes of God’s presence, guidance,
redemption, and transformation, offering creative expressions
that illustrate biblical narratives or the artist’s own relationship
and walk with God. Contact Dee Dee Simmons for more
information at deeds13@ hotmail.com or 804-869-7979.

e September 13 is ONE SUNDAY! | Join us for a combined
worship service at 11 a.m. (no 8:45 service that day). We will
all gather in the Sanctuary, along with the Deaf Mission and
Aletheia Chinese Church, to worship together! Dinner on the
grounds will follow after this special service. Don’t miss it!

¢ Divorce Recovery Workshop | Sundays, starting
September 20 | Eight consecutive sessions, 5-7:30 p.m. in
Flamming Hall. The cost with pre-registration is $75 (before
9/17); $85 after. Register Now online. For more information,
please call 804-358-5458 x 118 or email Kim McIntosh at
mcintosh@fbcrichmond.org.

¢ Sunday Night Activities begin September 20 for all
ages! Compassion Kids | Sunday Night Live and Worship Arts
for Students | Divorce Recovery Workshop | Adult Bible Study

«*NEW?* Sunday Night Bible Study | 5-6:15 p.m. |
(September 20 & 27 / October 11 & 18 / November 1
& 8) | McDaniel Room | Join Allison Collier in The Bible
with and without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the
Same Stories Differently by Amy Jill Levine. Participant
guides are available for $10 by contacting Kim Wicks at

wicks@fbcrichmond.org

e Upcoming Events:

September 11 — Flying Squrriels Night

September 13 — ONE SUNDAY (one service at 11 a.m.)
October 10 — Men’s Ministry Bed Build

October 16 — Salsa Date Night

October 17 — RFBC Prayer Retreat

For a full list of upcoming events, visit fbcrichmond.org/upcoming-events And stay up to date through our weekly
newsletter, First Family News, every Monday in your email inbox. Visit fberichmond.org/news to subscribe!



