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Preparation For Worship

Big Bend National Park is a desert. It is dry and rocky and full of scratchy, prickly, thorny things.
What you don’t expect to see in a place like that is a hundred-foot-tall cottonwood tree, hung with
tender, white blooms. But that’s what | saw. On my first hiking trip to Big Bend | came up over
arise in the trail and there it was, that tall, beautiful tree, looking strangely out of place among
all the scraggly, surrounding undergrowth. When | got closer | found that the ground around

the base of the tree was damp from a spring that watered its roots. That’s how it is with the
righteous, the author of Psalm 1 proclaims—they are like trees planted by the water.

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Ruth Szucs
Prelude “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. Joel Raney
Ruth Szucs
Call to Worship (from Psalm 1)
Leader:  Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked
or take the path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,
People: But their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law they meditate day and night.
Leader:  They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.
People: In all that they do, they prosper.
Hymn No. 34, “Word of God, Across the Ages” AUSTRIAN HYMN
Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 36:25-27 (Pew Bible OT page 986) Allison Collier
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 31, “Ancient Words” ANCIENT WORDS
Pastoral Prayer Allison Collier

Hymn No. 490, “Take My Life, and Let It Be Consecrated” HENDON




Sharing the Faith Jim Somerville

Offertory “How Firm a Foundation” arr. Tom Trenney
Adult Ensemble

Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.*
Dedication of Gifts Steve Blanchard
Epistle Reading, Romans 12:1-2 (Pew Bible NT page 196) Steve Blanchard

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem “This Is My Word” Pepper Choplin
Adult Choir

As the snow falls from heaven as it comes in swirling showers from the sky, so is my Word.
As the rains bring the water to the earth that is thirsty and dry, so is my Word.

And the Word of my mouth, it shall not return empty;
It will bless the earth wherever it is heard. This is my Word.

AS the rains bring renewal and the tender buds begin to come alive, so is my Word.
Giving seed to the sower, and the bread to the hungry til’ they thrive, so is my Word.

O Lord, when I am weary, when [ feel the days I’'m living are in vain,
My God, help me be faithful to the Word you have given to proclaim.
Proclaim the Word and you will go out in joy and be led forth in peace,
And the hills will break before you into song.

So be faithful, brave, and true, for I will go before you.

And when your earthly journey here is done, I'll say well done.

Sermon Planted by the Water Jim Somerville
Hymn No. 71, “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Postlude “Fugue in C major, BWV 547” J.S. Bach

®




This summer’s scripture and sermon series will focus on “Good Psalms for Hard Times.” Join us in the
coming weeks as we examine the top 10 Psalms as determined by congregational vote!

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of

George A. Bull by Diana Bull
Mary Ann Hancock by Martha and Roy Smith

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
Restrooms are available in the Narthex near the Monument Avenue entrances.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary

entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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Serve
Sunday

August 30

A Day of Service: Join us for early worship and a churchwide brunch,
then roll up your sleeves and serve alongside other RFBC folks as we
tackle projects in the church or throughout the community.

Registration is open! Each team will have a different job, so you can choose
which one appeals to you. Register by July 31 to join and order your T-shirt.

We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning. We’d love for you to join us at our upcoming events!
For a full list of events, visit our website: fbcrichmond.org/upcoming-events

Lead at First — Join a team!

From the Walthall Altar Guild, First Impressions, to Generosity Team and beyond: teams at RFBC make our ministries
possible. Visit fbcrichmond.org/lead-at-first to explore the 40+ teams that support worship, hospitality, care, and
outreach. The Nominating Team will help you find the opportunity that’s the best fit for you. Joining a team is a wonderful
way to share your gifts, build meaningful relationships, and become more connected to the life of our church.

July 26 — Hope After Loss Grief Group
This group offers a space for anyone who has experienced the loss of a loved one to find support, connection, and care.
Facilitated by Bill and Sandy Harrington, the group will meet from 3:30—5 p.m. in the Adams Room.

July 29 — River Baptism at Robious Landing Park
Each year, we invite new Christians to be baptized in the river. It’s a unique and inspirational experience. Contact
Kim Wicks, wicks@fbcrichmond.org if you are interested in being baptized. Register online to reserve your box dinner.

July 30 — Outdoor Summer Concert (6-8 p.m.)
Relax and enjoy a summer evening in our Courtyard with live music from the Latin Jazz Messengers. Cuban food will be
available for purchase.

August 23 — Organ Concert (5 p.m.)
The organ concert series continues, featuring phenomenal musician Daniel Stipe on our newly restored Sanctuary organ.

Our next concert features Michael Burkhardt on October 23 at 7 p.m. Don’t miss this wonderful series!

e Are you in the know? | There’s lots happening at e Help make a difference! Here are some ways you can
Richmond’s First Baptist Church and we want you and serve: There is a place for you no matter your age, skills, or
your family to be involved. Stay up to date with our weekly schedule! Join a monthly rotation or sign up by special event.
newsletter, First Family News every Monday in your email You can even invite a friend to come along.

inbox. Visit fbcrichmond.org/news to subscribe to the email, e Sing in the choir

read Pastor Jim’s Blog, or stay up to date on pastor transition. e Congregational Care - visit and encourage homebound

If you have questions, contact info@fbcrichmond.org. members

e Golf cart driver for KOH Express
Register Now! All registration forms Contact one of our pastors to get involved!
for upcoming events are in one place on
the website! Scan the QR code to view the
forms or go to fberichmond.org/sign-up. hy

You can also sign up on the FBCNow! app. =
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Y o e Back2 School Drive: Financial donations for backpacks
(suggested $20) and school supplies (suggested $30) may be
made through August 9 by: Check to FBC (earmarked Backpack)
or pay online through the FBCnow! app or website.




