
Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church
2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org

May 3, 2026 | 11 a.m.
The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (from John 1)	

Hymn No. 26, “God of Creation, All-Powerful” 

Sharing of the Faith

Hymn No. 209, “The Head That Once Was Crowned” 

Pastoral Prayer

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706
 
	        

Today’s reading from the Narrative Lectionary is the story of Paul’s sermon in Athens, and it’s 
one of the reasons I’m grateful for a lectionary—a plan for preaching through the Bible—because 
it often takes you to places you wouldn’t otherwise go. I don’t think I would have picked this 
passage for this Sunday, and yet here is Paul, trying to share the gospel with people who have 
a different worldview. Last Sunday, Matt Cook reminded us that the people in our own city are 
increasingly people who have a different worldview—less interested in coming to church, less 
certain that religion makes a difference. How do we share the gospel with them? 
										                – Jim Somerville

Allison Collier

Kurt Kaiser

Allison Collier

SLANE

Amanda Lott

AZMON

Matthew Hensley

J. S. Bach

OLD 100TH

“Oh, How He Loves You and Me”

Leader:	 The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
	 the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

People: 	 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  

Leader: 	 The law indeed was given through Moses; 
	 grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

People: 	 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, who is close to the 
	 Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 “Air on the G String”
Timothy Judd, Violin

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on page 3*



Dedication of Gifts

New Testament Reading, Acts 17:16-31 (Pew Bible NT page 167)

Anthem

Sermon

The Celebration of Communion  

Hymn No. 219, “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”
          
The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Congregational Response

Postlude

Robert Thompson

Robert Thompson

arr. Mark Hayes

Jim Somerville

César Franck

 LLANFAIR

Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

Albert Hay Malotte

J. S. Bach

Paul in Athens

“Prelude in G major, BWV 541/1”

We welcome Bob Gallagher as our organist this morning.

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in his blood.

 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
 Angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest. I in my Savior am happy and blest;

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, I’m lost in his love. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.  

“Blessed Assurance”
Adult Choir

 “Panis Angelicus”
Timothy Judd, Violin

“The Lord’s Prayer”

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist

The Ministry of Support
Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director

Christine Johnson, Food Services Director
Rev. Rusty Lee, Director of Stewardship

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care

Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

Ministry Leadership Staff

We are using the Narrative Lectionary in worship, a four-year cycle of readings that stories through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. This approach invites us to hear the broad sweep of Scripture as one continuous story of 

God’s love and faithfulness. Find more info at fbcrichmond.org/story

The scripture readings for May 10 are Philippians 1:1-18a and Luke 9:46-48. 
The sermon is entitled Paul in Prison.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Otto (Buddy) Hamilton by Cynia Katsorelos

Charles B. Nunn, Jr. by Helen and family 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis. 

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.  
Restrooms are available in the Narthex near the Monument Avenue entrances.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor



We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning at Richmond’s First Baptist Church.  We’d love for you to 
join us at our upcoming events! For a full list of events, visit our website: fbcrichmond.org/upcoming-events 

May Month of Missions
Missions partners will be featured Wednesday Nights at 6 p.m. in Flamming Hall. And visit fbcrichmond.org/may-month-
of-missions to view the interactive prayer calendar.

May 5 – Ralph Starling’s School of Radical Hospitality*
This small group will meet Tuesdays in May from 6:30-8 p.m. at Ralph’s home. To register, email Ralph: 
radicalgrace4us@gmail.com 

May 6 –Day of Prayer with CBF for our immigrant neighbors (9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.)
Walk through the prayer stations in the RFBC Bell Tower Courtyard.

May 31 – Spring Choir Concert (7 p.m.)
Celebrate the season with a joyful evening of music in the Sanctuary. FREE!

June 3 – Summer Celebration (5-7 p.m.)
Kick off summer with dinner, ice cream, and tunes in the Belltower Courtyard!

2027 Deacon Nominations are being accepted beginning May 1 
Nomination forms are available in the gathering spaces or on the church website. Forms will be accepted until August 31. 

*Registration required

All registration forms for upcoming 
events are in one place on the website! 
Scan the QR code to view the forms or 
go to fbcrichmond.org/sign-up. You can 
also sign up on the FBCNow! app.

• Help make a difference! Here are some ways you can 
serve: There is a place for you no matter your age, skills, or 
schedule! Join a monthly rotation or sign up by special event. 
You can even invite a friend to come along.

• Serve meals in the dining hall (special events)
• Camp Alkulana Work Day, May 16 and 30, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
• Serving breakfast at Oregon Hill Baptist Center (July 9 and 
September 24, 9-11 a.m.)
• Work day at the farm at Charlotte Acres, May 30, 9-11 a.m.
• Congregational Care - visit and encourage homebound 
members

Contact one of our pastors to get involved!

• Are you in the know? | There’s lots happening at 
Richmond’s First Baptist Church and we want you and 
your family to be involved. Stay up to date with our weekly 
newsletter, First Family News every Monday in your email 
inbox. Subscribe at fbcrichmond.org/news or if you have 
questions, contact info@fbcrichmond.org.


