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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (Psalm 130:5-8)	

Hymn No. 103, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Lighting the Candle of Love
	
Children’s Sermon 

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 147,  “Love Came Down at Christmas”

Pastoral Prayer

The exiles finally got to come home from Babylon, but it wasn’t the homecoming they might have 
wanted. They had to repair the walls of Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. When they dedicated 
it some people cheered, but others wept, remembering how glorious the former temple had been 
(Ezra 3:8-13). Maybe it’s true that you can’t go home again. For the next 400 years they waited 
and hoped that one day God would send them a Messiah, someone like David who would defeat 
their enemies and restore their nation to its former glory. But God had other plans…

—Jim Somerville

Lynn Turner

arr. Tim Doran

Lynn Turner

ADESTE FIDELES

The Lacy Family

Amanda Lott

GARTAN

Allison Collier

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Leader:	 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, 
	 and in his word I hope; 
	 my soul waits for the Lord
	 more than those who watch for the morning,
 		
People: 	 More than those who watch for the morning.

Leader: 	 People of God, hope in the Lord! 
	 For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
	 and with him is great power to redeem.
		
People: 	 It is he who will redeem us from all our iniquities.

(Choir sings stanza 1; all join on stanzas 2 and 3)



Hymn No. 127, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Message of Love

Reading, John 1:1-18, (Pew Bible NT page 111) 

Anthem

Sermon

Offertory 

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication and Invitation

Hymn No. 143, “Go Tell It On the Mountain” 

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude

MENDELSSOHN 

Sharon Tinder

Steve Blanchard & Ruth Szucs

arr. Dan Forrest

Jim Somerville

arr. Mack Wilberg

VENI EMMANUEL

 Jim Somerville

GO TELL IT

 Jim Somerville

 Jim Somerville

arr. Anna Laura Page

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

The Word Made Flesh

“Gloria”
One Accord; Katie Berlin, pianist

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”
Adult Choir; Eunice Kim and Trudy Rickman, pianists

“The Angel Gabriel”

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth.
Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

 Come and worship. Worship Christ, the newborn King!
 Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,

 God with us is now residing. Yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship. Worship Christ, the newborn King!

 Sages, leave your contemplation, brighter visions beam afar.
 Seek the great Desire of Nations. Ye have seen his natal star.

 All creation join in praising God, The Father, Spirit, Son.
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One!
Come and worship. Worship Christ, the newborn King!



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director

Christine Johnson, Food Services Director

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

We are using the Narrative Lectionary in worship, a four-year cycle of readings that stories through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. This approach invites us to hear the broad sweep of Scripture as one continuous story of 

God’s love and faithfulness. Find more info at fbcrichmond.org/story 
 Scripture readings for December 28 is John 1:19-34 and Psalm 32:1-2. 

The sermon for December 28 is A Voice in the Wilderness.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

We welcome David Thomason as our guest organist this morning. 



Scan the QR code to access a full list of 
Advent events and registration links. 

• Register Now! All registration forms for 
upcoming events are in one place on the website! 
Scan the QR code to view the forms or go to 
fbcrichmond.org/sign-up. You can also sign up on 
the FBCNow! app.

• Sips and Songs | December 28 | 10 a.m. | Flamming Hall | The Sunday 
after Christmas all ages are invited to a time of fellowship, a short devotional, 
and singing favorite carols. A light, continental-style breakfast will be 
provided with coffee, hot tea, and juices. Come sip on your beverage and join 
in singing around the tables as we celebrate the Christmas season together as 
a church family. Bessie Taliaferro will bring our message, and Mary Eldredge 
and Richard Szucs will lead the music. Childcare and Sunday School will be 
available for birth-preschool.

• High School Junior and Senior Retreat | January 30 - February 1, 2026 
Wilmington/Oak Island NC | Each year our High School Juniors and Seniors 
spend a weekend away. We take time to discuss important life decisions coming 
up around graduation, helpful tips for managing one’s finances and schedules, 
and studying scripture as emerging adults. These students have an opportunity to 
dive deep and become more influential leaders in this youth ministry and beyond. 
Register Now.

• What’s Next Lunch | January 4 | 12:15 p.m. | Lunch is on us! If you have 
joined First Baptist in 2025 or are simply curious about taking the next step 
into the life of the congregation, we would love a chance to get to know you. 
Our ministry area leaders will share about how to get connected in specific 
ministry areas and where there are current opportunities. If you have not yet 
found a place to connect, grow, and serve, we hope you will decide to join us for 
this luncheon and find a place where your gifts intersect with the needs of the 
world! Register Now. 

• January Bible Study: “Stronger Together: Finding Belonging in 
Challenging Times” | January 7, 14, 21 | 6 p.m. | Next month, pull up a chair 
by the fire for Bible study with Tracy Hartman. The study will take place in 
Flamming Hall and will also be live streamed online. Tracy will guide us through 
the life of the early church, noticing how Jesus’ followers forged a community 
of resilience and growth amidst a world of constant change. Join us for dinner 
at 5 p.m. and Bible Study at 6 p.m. Children’s and Youth activities also begin at 
6 p.m. 

• End of Year Giving – Update and Deadline | Thank you for your faithful 
generosity which makes it possible for this church to follow God’s call. The 
end of the year is a great time to catch up on your gifts to church or to make 
an extra gift in honor or memory of a loved one. What better Christmas gift 
can you give to a family member or friend than a gift to your church in their 
name?!
To receive 2025 contribution credit for your gifts, please make all gifts
by Wednesday, December 31:

• By U.S. mail: postmarked by December 31, 2025
• Hand-delivered to the church reception desk: by Wednesday, December 
31 before 1 p.m.
• FBCnow app or at On-line FBCrichmond.org/GIVE: by midnight, 
Wednesday, December 31

Please keep in mind that gifts of stock and donor-advised funds are greatly 
appreciated but do require a few days to process with your financial institu-
tion. Please plan ahead for these types of end-of-year gifts.

• RFBC Scholarships | Calling all high school seniors, college students and 
seminary students! The scholarship informational meeting is January 4 at 
12:15 pm in the McDaniel Room. The application will be live on the website 
January 1. Applications close at 11:59pm on Sunday, March 1.

• Sunday, December 28 there will be 
one combined service at 11 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. There will be no 8:45 a.m. 
service. 

• The church office and building 
will be closed December 25 & 26 
and January 1 & 2. We will close at 
1 p.m. on December 31. There is no 
Wednesday night dinner or regular 
activities December 24 & December 31. 
Wednesday night dinner and activities 
resume January 7.


