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November 23, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (from John 14:27)	

Hymn No. 337, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Parent/Child Dedication
	 Ada Elizabeth Peyton, born September 24, 2022
	 Isaac Eugene Peyton, born November 19, 2024
	 children of Daniel and Kristen Peyton

Call to Prayer, “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

Two of the most significant events in the Old Testament begin with the same prefix. There was 
the Exodus, which means “a way out,” and the Exile, which means “cast out.” It was God who 
made a way out of slavery for the ancient Israelites. He brought them into the wilderness where 
he made his covenant with them. He hoped that they would live in his covenant love forever. But 
once they got to the Promised Land they abandoned him, began to worship other gods and bow 
down at other altars. Finally, reluctantly (and with the help of the Babylonian army), God cast 
them out. But even then he didn’t give up on them, just as he doesn’t give up on us. 

—Jim Somerville

Robert Thompson

Cathy Molkebust

Randy Whitlow

LAUDA ANIMA

Amanda Lott and Jim Somerville

PEACE LIKE A RIVER

“God of Joy, God of Strength” 
      First Ringers

Leader:	 What do we mean by peace? Maybe the best way to get at it is to look at 
	 what peace is not:
 		
People: 	 Noise. Conflict. Irritation. War. Strife. Trouble. Turmoil. Unrest.

Leader: 	 In a moment filled with all of those things Jesus said to his followers: 
	 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 			 

world gives.”
		
People: 	 “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.



Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn No. 376, “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

Moment of Gratitude

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts 

Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 (Pew Bible OT page 894)

Anthem

Sermon 

Call to Commitment 

Hymn No. 371, “Now Thank We All Our God”    

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude

Matthew Hensley

AR HYD Y NOS

Brian Vieth

Donna Butler

OLD 100TH

Lynn Turner

Lynn Turner

 arr. Hal Hopson

Jim Somerville

NUN DANKET

 Jim Somerville

 Jim Somerville

Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

Text can be found as Hymn No. 52

Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles

“O Worship the King”
Adult Choir

“Portrait of Praise”
Adult Choir

Now Thank We All Our God  (Marche Triomphale)   

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God. 

Please bring your pledge cards and place them on the communion table.

I will sing a song of praise to God
For He has given my heart a new song. 

But may all who seek Him rejoice and be glad.
May those who love Thy salvation shout “Great is the Lord!” 
I waited patiently for God. He turned to me and heard my cry;

He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog,
And set my feet on a rock of salvation.

We welcome Bob Gallagher as our guest organist today.



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director

Christine Johnson, Food Services Director

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

We are using the Narrative Lectionary in worship, a four-year cycle of readings that stories through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. This approach invites us to hear the broad sweep of Scripture as one continuous story of 

God’s love and faithfulness. Find more info at fbcrichmond.org/story

Scripture readings for November 30 are Daniel 3:1, 8-30; John 18:36-37. 
The sermon for November 30 is Daniel: The Fiery Furnace.  

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Dorothy and Lewers Powell and Adna and Earlie Smith by Gwen and Truman Smith

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• Deacon Ordination | November 30 |  3 p.m. |  Sanctuary
Come celebrate the ordination of our new deacons!

• 5th Sunday Forum: Baptist Principles | November 30 | 
9:45 a.m. | Flamming Hall | Join us for our final 5th Sunday 
series of 2025 focused on what it means to be Baptist led by Jim 
Somerville. Each session has focused on one of the “Four Fragile 
Freedoms.” This month’s will be on Religious Freedom.

• Hats off Sunday | November 30 | Compassion Ministry is 
collecting adult size hats and gloves for the cold winter months for 
those in need. Please drop off your items at the cart outside the 
Mulberry Entrance.

• OPERATION JOY | Compassion Ministry is collecting 
Walmart gift cards to assist families in need who are referred 
to us by our partner agencies. This year, we’re collecting $35 
Walmart gift cards for families and $20 Starbucks gift cards for 
teachers at Laburnum Elementary. You may leave the cards at the 
Mulberry reception desk or in Steve Blanchard’s mailbox. Due 
December 1.

• Save the date! | Lynn’s Retirement Celebration | January 
17, 2026 | 2-5 p.m. | Gottwald Center at the Science 
Museum We look forward to celebrating with Rev. Lynn Turner 
as she retires in January after 37 great years of ministry at RFBC. 
All are invited, spread the word! Kindly RSVP by January 1 on 
the church website or app. 

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

• Ladies Christmas Tea | Tickets to the Christmas Tea are sold 
out. However, if you would like to be placed on the waiting list, 
please contact Judy Watkins at 804-385-3388 or jhwnana8@
gmail.com The event is scheduled for December 13, 2-4 p.m.

• Memorial Poinsettias for Advent Season are now on 
sale. They may be purchased for display during the season. 
The flowers will be distributed through our Congregational 
Care Team to homebound friends after Sunday evening 
services. Register now online or on the church app. You may 
also submit your donation by check or cash at the Mulberry 
reception desk. Deadline to order is December 14.

• Gloria Christmas Choir Concert |  December 7 | 7 p.m. | 
Sanctuary | Join us in the Sanctuary for a musical evening 
celebrating Christmas. Experience the beauty and joy of the 
season through inspiring choral and orchestral music. This 
event is FREE. Invite a friend!

• Gingerbread Churches | December 5 | 6 p.m. | Gym | 
Join the kid’s ministry for our annual tradition that’s fun for 
the whole family! Register now to reserve your space and 
gingerbread kit. Please bring candy to share. 

• Christmas Luncheon for Adults | Monday, December 
8 | 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Flamming Hall | $10 | Please 
register online or on the church app. You may also register 
at the front desk.

• Christmas Eve | December 24 | 5 & 11 p.m. | Sanctuary 
Make plans for you and your family to join us for Christmas 
Eve. A family-friendly service is offered at 5 p.m. A 
candlelight service with communion is offered at 11 p.m. 
Invite a family member or friend, everyone is invited to 
celebrate the gift of Christ’s birth. 

• The Numbers (through October)
Giving YTD .......................................$2,578,922 
Budget YTD.......................................$2,549,350
Amount in excess of budget ............$29,572


