A Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church

(1)
y A“ 2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org
‘h September 7,2025 | 11 a.m.
One Sunday

Preparation For Worship

I call it “One wonderful Sunday in September,” that first Sunday after Labor Day when every-
one is home from summer vacation, when our two congregations come together as one, when
we share a single, glorious worship service and then spill out into the courtyard for dinner on
the grounds. What makes this day even more special is the start of a journey through all the best
stories in the Bible, beginning with the story of Creation in Genesis 1. | hope you will be here for
every “episode,” and that every Sunday will be wonderful in its own way.

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Allison Collier
Prelude “Fanfare and Processional in D” Jeremy Bankson
Call to Worship (from John 1) Robert Thompson

Leader:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

People: Thanks be to God!

Leader:  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and
without him was not one thing made that was made.

People: Thanks be to God!
Leader:  In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
People: Thanks be to God!

Leader:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to
overcome it.

People: Thanks be to God!

Hymn No. 17, “This Is My Father’s World” TERRA PATRIS
A Word about the Word Jim Somerville
Call to Prayer, “Draw the Circle Wide” Mark Miller

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.




Pastoral Prayer Lynn Turner

Hymn No. 27, “Morning Has Broken” BUNESSAN
Offertory “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” arr. Mark Hayes
Brass Quintet and Piano
Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Steve Blanchard
Old Testament Reading, Genesis 1:1-2:4a (Pew Bible OT page 1) Chris Wondree
Anthem “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” arr. Dan Forrest

Adult Choir, Brass, and Congregation

Love divine, all love excelling, joy of heav’n, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit, let us find the promised rest.
Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:
Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.

Sermon Creation Jim Somerville
The Celebration of Communion, “Are Ye Able” arr. by Eunice Kim
Hymn, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” WHOLE WORLD

He’s got the whole world in his hands. (4X)
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands. (4X)
He’s got the little bitty baby in his hand. (4X)
He’s got everybody here in his hands. (4X)

Life of the Community Lynn Turner
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Congregational Response “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.




Postlude

“Rejouissance”

James Curnow

We welcome members of the brass quintet: Mike Davison, Noah Mason, Anna Sheppard, Alex Theofanos,

and Amy Roberts.

Today we begin using the Narrative Lectionary in worship, a four-year cycle of readings that stories through the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This approach invites us to hear the broad sweep of Scripture as one
continuous story of God’s love and faithfulness. Find more info on the Working Preacher site:
https://www.workingpreacher.org/home-narrative-lectionary or at fbcrichmond.org/story

Scripture readings for Sunday, September 14 are Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 and John 1:29. The sermon for
September 14 is Abraham.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
John N. Katsorelos by Cynia Katsorelos
Stafford and Binns families by Virginia Ferguson
Dr. Keith Parks

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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church’s ministry, but it’s just one piece of the story.
Worship is meant to inspire action throughout the
week—whether that’s spending time in prayer, reading
the Bible, joining a Bible study, or serving others with
your time and resources. Each of these practices helps
us grow to be more Christ-like: the very meaning
of being a Christian. The following events are ways
you can join us in putting faith into action during the
week. None are required, but each is an opportunity
to connect more deeply with others who are seeking to
more like Jesus.
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e Weaving Prayers: Interactive Art Exhibit | The Worship
& Arts Team invites you to experience our new hallway
exhibit. Write your prayer on a strip of fabric and weave it
into the looms, creating a beautiful tapestry of prayers as one
church family.

e Are you in the know? | First Family News email newsletter
comes out every Monday in your email inbox. Subscribe at
fbcrichmond.org/news or if you have questions, contact
info@fbcrichmond.org

e Fall Women’s Choir | Beginning in October, a *New*
women’s choir will be forming. This group will meet Monday
mornings for rehearsals 11 a.m.-noon in the Choir Suite.
Beginning Monday, October 20, through December 15. Music
reading is helpful but not required. And being able to “carry a

tune’ is well, uh, essential! Perfect attendance is not expected,

though welcome. All women are invited! Phil Mitchell is
directing and Ruth Szucs is the accompanist. Interested?
Register Now.

eUpcoming Fall Events
eDate Night | October 10
eBlessing of the Animals | October 12
eChildren’s Musical | October 22
eSpiritual Retreat | October 25
eTrunk or Treat | October 29
eThanksgiving Dinner and Worship | November 25

o Register Now! All registration
forms for upcoming events are in one
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fberichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.
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¢ A way to connect mid-week | You are invited to
Wednesday night dinner at 5 p.m.! After dinner, join us for
activities for all ages at 6 p.m. We hope you will join us.
There’s something for the whole family!
Activities include:

oThe Story with Allison in Flamming Hall

eMen’s Fellowship starting September 10

oKid’s Music and Missions & Youth activities

oVisit our website for more groups, fbcrichmond.org/

wednesdays

e Medicare Presentation | September 10| 6 p.m.|280] |
Curious about Medicare? Join us for a helpful session with
Lara Lectora Jones, CMIP, as she walks through the basics and
answers your questions.

e Week of Prayer for Virginia Missions is September 14-21
Visit fberichmond.org/give to download the prayer guide for
the work of the Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV)
and Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia (WMUVA) or give
to support the BGAV and the WMUVA in their missionary work
in Virginia, across the United States, and around the world.
¢ Tuesday, September 16 | 10:30 a.m. | Flamming Hall |
Join WMU to hear from Dr. Bethany Warren Hunter, the new
Executive Director/Treasurer of Woman’s Missionary Union
of Virginia, and missionaries Rose and Jeff Waligora. Lunch
follows at noon, $9, no reservation needed.
¢ Wednesday, September 17 | 6:15 p.m. | Flamming Hall |
Our Wednesday night speaker is Dr. Bethany Warren Hunter.

e Charlotte Acres Pop-up Market | September 28 | noon |
Mulberry Portico | Fresh organic produce from Charlotte
Acres Farm will be available after the service. Proceeds go
toward supporting our access plot which provides fresh
produce to those in Richmond who are food insecure. Pay on
the church app, cash or credit card by form.

e HOME: A Spiritual Retreat | October 25 | 8:45 a.m. - 3 p.m.|
Flamming Hall | Guided by Alan Jones and Lynn Turnet, this
meaningful day of prayer will explore how God shapes us as his
vessels—breaking, renewing, and restoring us into the form he
calls us to be. Register by October 19.

e Date Night Murder Mystery Dinner | October 10 | 6 -
8:30 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Register by October 1 - Seating
is limited | Bring your spouse or significant other for an
unforgettable evening of dinner, laughter, and sleuthing hosted
by the Us First Couples Enrichment Team. Cost is $40 per couple
and includes dinner, the interactive mystery event, and childcare
if needed, a deal to die for! Register Now.

Find healing. FIND HOPE.

DIVORCE RECOVERY
WORKSHOP & R ™™




