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September 21, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (from John 1:47-51)	

Hymn No. 325, “Great Is the Lord” 

Baptism 
	 Bruce W. Tinoco

Call to Prayer, “Goodness of God” with “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  	        
					   

When I look up the history of my own name, James, I find that it goes back to Jacob. And when I 
look up the history of Jacob I find that it means “supplanter: someone or something that takes the 
place of another, often by force, scheming, or strategy.” Yep. That sounds like Jacob. But I don’t 
want it to sound like me. How is it that this “heel grabber,” the one who wrestled with God and 
prevailed (Gen. 32:8), became “Israel,” the one for whom God’s people were named?

—Jim Somerville

Matthew Hensley

arr. Gilbert Martin

Randy Whitlow

GREAT IS THE LORD

Jim Somerville

“We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”

Leader:	 When Jesus told Nathanael that he had seen him sitting under a fig tree, 			 
Nathanael said:

 		
People: 	 “Rabbi! You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

Leader: 	 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 		
tree? You will see greater things than these.”  And he said to him:

People: 	 “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 			 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

All my life you have been faithful, And all my life you have been so, so good;
With every breath that I am able, Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God.

Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father; There is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, Morning by morning new mercies I see.

All I have needed thy hand hast provided; Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.



Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn No. 60, “Like a River Glorious” 

Invitation to Give 

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 28:10-17 (Pew Bible OT page 17)

Anthem

Sermon 

Hymn No. 629, “Be Strong in the Lord”  

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude

Lynn Turner

WYE VALLEY 

Ruth Szucs

arr. Patti Drennan

OLD 100TH

Robert Thompson

arr. Hal Hopson

Jim Somerville

STRENGTH

Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

Dietrich Buxtehude

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

Sing to the Lord, sing a new song.
All the earth, in joyful chorus, sing, O sing a new song.
Lift up your voice, let all rejoice, give praise to the Lord.

With harp and trumpet, sing forth your joyful praise.
Let hills rejoice, let rivers clap their hands;

Let fields with gladness ring, unite in joyful praise.
Sing to the Lord, sing a new song.

Great is the Lord, the Lord Almighty; sing a joyful song.
Sing hallelujah, Amen.

Jacob and Joseph

“Sing to the Lord a New Song”
Adult Choir

“Jacob’s Ladder”
Phil Mitchell, soloist

“Postlude”

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God. 



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Bonnie Wilmoth, Facilities Director

Christine Johnson, Food Services Director

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Mukshah Phom, Youth Ministry Associate
Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

We have begun using the Narrative Lectionary in worship, a four-year cycle of readings that stories through the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. This approach invites us to hear the broad sweep of Scripture as one continuous 

story of God’s love and faithfulness. Find more info on the Working Preacher site: 
 https://www.workingpreacher.org/home-narrative-lectionary or at fbcrichmond.org/story

Scripture readings for September 28 are Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17; John 8:58. The sermon for 
September 28 is Exodus. 

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Vivien Brickey by Ralph Brickey 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• Weaving Prayers: Interactive Art Exhibit | The Worship 
& Arts Team invites you to experience our new hallway 
exhibit. Write your prayer on a strip of fabric and weave it 
into the looms, creating a beautiful tapestry of prayers as one 
church family.

• A way to connect mid-week | You are invited to 
Wednesday night dinner at 5 p.m.! After dinner, join us for 
activities for all ages at 6 p.m. We hope you will join us. 
There’s something for the whole family!
Activities include:
•The Story with Allison in Flamming Hall
•Men’s Fellowship at the Pusey House
•Kid’s Music and Missions & Youth activities
•Visit our website for more groups, fbcrichmond.org/
wednesdays

• Seasoned Seniors | Thursdays from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. | Suite 220 | Come join the fun each Thursday with gentle 
exercise, games, good conversation, and lunch together! This 
FREE weekly program is a great way to stay active, connected, 
and full of joy. For more information, contact Lee Byerly at 
byerly@fbcrichmond.org.

• Upward Basketball Registration Open! | Every winter, 
RFBC hosts Upward Basketball (Boys and Girls, rising 1st-
rising 6th grade) and Cheerleading (Girls, K5- rising 6th grade).  
Visit fbcrichmond.org/rec for more information and sign up. 
Register by November 1.

• Week of Prayer for Virginia Missions ends TODAY | Visit 
fbcrichmond.org/give to download the prayer guide for the 
work of the Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV) and 
Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia (WMUVA) or give to 
support the BGAV and the WMUVA in their missionary work in 
Virginia, across the United States, and around the world.

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

• CBFVA General Assembly | September 23 | 9:30 a.m. - 
3 p.m. | First Baptist is hosting the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of Virginia’s annual meeting this year! All are invited 
to this time of fellowship with Baptists from across the state. 
Pastors and leaders from across the region will be leading 
worship and breakout sessions including Paul Baxley, Executive 
Coordinator of CBF. Free to attend, registration required.

• Charlotte Acres Pop-up Market | September 28 | noon | 
Mulberry Portico | Fresh organic produce from Charlotte 
Acres Farm will be available after the service. Proceeds go 
toward supporting our access plot which provides fresh 
produce to those in Richmond who are food insecure. Pay on 
the church app, cash or credit card by form.

•  Book Discussion with Terry Whipple | Wednesdays, 
October 1, 8 & 15 | 6 p.m. | room 280 J | Every decision, no 
matter how big or small, has a ripple effect that can shape our 
futures. Join Dr. Terry Whipple for discussions on his latest 
book, Choices and Consequences: The Art of Decision. The book 
is available for sale on Amazon.

• Date Night Murder Mystery Dinner | October 10 | 6 - 
8:30 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Register by October 1 - Seating 
is limited | Bring your spouse or significant other for an 
unforgettable evening of dinner, laughter, and sleuthing hosted 
by the Us First Couples Enrichment Team. Cost is $40 per couple 
and includes dinner, the interactive mystery event, and childcare 
if needed. It’s a deal to die for! Register Now.

• Sanctuary Flowers | The flowers in our sanctuary are 
donated in honor or memory of someone special. Flowers are 
$50 for up to 3 honorees. Our budget also helps to furnish the 
flowers for our services. If you would like more information 
contact, Becky Payne at beckybach@aol.com. Thank you in 
advance for the gift of worship through flowers.

•Upcoming Fall Events
•Date Night | October 10
•Blessing of the Animals | October 12
•Children’s Musical | October 22
•Spiritual Retreat | October 25
•Trunk or Treat | October 29
•Thanksgiving Dinner and Worship | November 25


