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Preparation For Worship

We sometimes say, “God only knows,” but it seems to be the Spirit of God that searches out our
inmost thoughts, who knows what we are thinking even before a word is on our lips (Ps. 139).

In today’s reading from Jeremiah God says, “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and
before you were born | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to the nations.” What if God’s
Spirit not only knows us better than we know ourselves, but also knows that we can be better and
do better than we have ever dreamed?

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Robert Thompson
Piano Prelude “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Gordon Young
Call to Worship (from Psalm 103) Robert Thompson

Leader:  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
People: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—

Leader:  Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your
life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.

People: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.

Hymn No. 48, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS
Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
The Gospel, Luke 13:10-17 (Pew Bible NT page 92) Lynn Turner

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 400, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (stanza 1 only) ~ PRECIOUS LORD

Pastoral Prayer Lynn Turner




Hymn No. 57, “Be Still My Soul” FINLANDIA

Sharing the Faith Cheyenne Butler and Josiah Collier
Offertory “This Little Light of Mine” arr. Mark Hayes
Phoebe James, pianist
Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Chris Wondree
Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 1:4-10 (Pew Bible OT page 854) Chris Wondree
Anthem “Know My Heart” Benjamin Harlan
Adult Choir

Lord, you have searched me, you know everything I do.
When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me.
Before I speak, you hear me, your presence follows day by day.
O know my heart, O God.

If I ascend into heaven, you are there
On the wings of the morning or in my deepest despair.
His hand shall lead me, his right hand will guide me,
Though darkness should cover me, light shall surround me,
And I will praise the Lord, | will praise him with my whole heart!

Sermon The Spirit Knows Jim Somerville
Hymn No. 658, “Let Your Heart Be Broken” WYE VALLEY
Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Postlude “Blessed Are They” Charles Piroye




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened
and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, August 31: Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112;
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14. The sermon for August 31 is The Spirit Kneels.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Al Astle by Glen and Julia Scott

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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Join us for a combined worship service at 11 a.m.
Scan the QR code to preorder your meal today!

e Newcomer Orientation | September 7 | 9:45 a.m. |
McDaniel Room | New to RFBC? Come learn more about
our mission and discover the next steps for connecting with
the life of the church!

e Save the Date | September 7 is ONE SUNDAY! | Join us
for a combined worship service at 11 a.m. (no 8:45 service
that day). We will all gather in the Sanctuary, along with

the Deaf Mission and Aletheia Chinese Church, to worship
together! Dinner on the grounds will follow after this special
service. Don’t miss it!

e Deacon nominations are open | It’s time to recommend
those you believe should be asked to serve as deacons for
three-year terms beginning in January 2026. Pick up a form
at the kiosk or Mulberry Street entrance desk or learn more
and submit nominations online at fberichmond.org/sign-up.
Nomination forms are due by Sunday, August 31.

e Fall Women’s Choir | Beginning in October, a *New*
women’s choir will be forming. This group will meet Monday
mornings for rehearsals 11 a.m.-noon in the Choir Suite.
Beginning Monday, October 20, through December 15. Music
reading is helpful but not required. And being able to “carry a
tune’ is well, uh, essential! Perfect attendance is not expected,
though welcome. All women are invited! Phil Mitchell is
directing and Ruth Szucs is the accompanist. Interested?
Register Now.

eThe Numbers (through July 31)

Actual YTD............. $1,633,570
Budget YTD...... $1,728,600
Under budget ............. ($95,030)

o Register Now! All registration
forms for upcoming events are in one
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fberichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.
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e Wednesday Nights this Fall | August 27 | 6 p.m. |
Activities for Children and Youth return on Wednesday
nights! Allison will be leading a Bible Study for adults

in Flamming Hall based on The Story, which mirrors the
narrative lectionary, storying through the entire Bible. The
Men’s Fellowship will meet at the Pusey House for fellowship
and study. We hope you will join us. There’s something for
the whole family!

¢ Sharing Your Story| Monday, August 25 | Noon |
Adams Room | Do you have a story to tell of the ways God
has moved mountains or spoken in the stillness and quiet of
your spirit? Bring a bag lunch and share a story around the
table! For additional information, contact Polly Hamel or
Allison Collier.

e Prayer Vigil for City, Commonwealth, and Country |
August 25 | 6 p.m. | front steps of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church | Join our city in prayer on the front steps of St. Paul’s
for this outdoor service, sponsored by the Downtown
Community Ministries.

e Volunteer at Charlotte Acres | August 30 | 9-11 a.m. |
Get out in God’s creation! Our next volunteer event will be
Saturday, August 30. We would love to have you join us at the
farm! Register online now.

e 5th Sunday Forum: Baptist Principles | August 31|
9:45 a.m. | Flamming Hall | Join us for our 5th Sunday
series focused on what it means to be Baptist. Each session
will focus on one of the “Four Fragile Freedoms.” This
month’s will be on Church Freedom. Mark your calendar for
the final session November 30.

e Hope After Loss: Grief Group | August 31 | 3:30-

5 p.m.| Pusey House | Facilitated by Bill and Sandy
Harrington, this community provides support for anyone
who has experienced the loss of a loved one. The final date
for summer schedule is September 28.

¢ Divorce Recovery Workshop | Sundays, starting
September 14 | Eight consecutive sessions, 5-7:30 p.m. in
Flamming Hall. The cost with pre-registration is $75 (before
9/11); $85 after. Register Now online. For more information,
please call 804-358-5458 x 118 or email Kim McIntosh at
mcintosh@fbcrichmond.org.



