
Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church
2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org

August 17, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Piano Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 82)	

Hymn No. 37, “God, Our Father, You Have Led Us” 
	
Children’s Sermon

Gospel Reading, Luke 12:49-56  (Pew Bible NT page 92)
            
Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 49, “As the Deer” (stanza 1 only)

Pastoral Prayer		        	        
					   

I think I can say, without fear of contradiction, that God cares about those no one else seems to 
care for. In our Call to Worship from Psalm 82, he urges his people to “Give justice to the weak 
and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute, to rescue the weak and the 
needy; to deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” So, when the people of God see the weak 
and the needy being trampled upon by the wealthy and powerful, when they see the lowly and 
destitute being abused by the high and mighty, they need to speak up, even if it makes their 
mouth dry and their knees weak. God is watching. 

—Jim Somerville
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AS THE DEER

Robert Thompson

“Moment by Moment”

Leader:	 God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds 		
judgment: 

People: 	 “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?

Leader: 	 Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the 		
destitute. 

People: 	 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

Leader: 	 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the nations belong to you!



Hymn No. 629, “Be Strong in the Lord” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 23:23-29 (Pew Bible OT page 888)

Anthem

Sermon 

Hymn No. 285, “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude 

STRENGTH

Jim Somerville

W. H. Squire

OLD 100TH

Lynn Turner

Lynn Turner

David Schwoebel

Jim Somerville
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Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

George F. Handel

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

 “A Promise for Strength”
Adult Choir

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They that wait upon the Lord shall mount up with wings as eagles.

They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint.
They that wait shall be renewed.

The Spirit Emboldens

“Chansonnette, Opus 22”
Paige Beale, cello

“Organ Concerto”



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Carter Abbitt, Children’s Ministry Associate
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

August 24: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17. 
The sermon for August 24 is The Spirit Knows.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Donna Bull by Diana Bull 

Lillie Mae Moore by Cristina Bandeira and family 

Rev. and Mrs. Paul O’Dell and Willard and Euva Scott by Glen and Julia Scott 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• Deacon nominations are open! | It’s time to recommend 
those you believe should be asked to serve as deacons for 
three-year terms beginning in January 2026. Pick up a form 
at the kiosk or Mulberry Street entrance desk or learn more 
and submit nominations online at fbcrichmond.org/sign-up. 
Nomination forms are due by Sunday, August 31.

• First Travelers | Noah at Sight & Sound Theatre | 
November 6-7 | Lancaster, Pa. | There are still a few spots 
left to join the First Travelers on their trip to see Noah. An 
information packet is available at the Mulberry Street or 
Chapel entrances. To register or for more information, 
contact Sandra at 804-276-4552 or sandraharris264@
yahoo.com

• Sharing Your Story| Mondays in August | Noon | 
Adams Room | Has God intervened in your life in a powerful 
way?  Do you have a story to tell of the ways God has moved 
mountains or spoken in the stillness and quiet of your spirit?  
Join Polly Hamel Mondays in August for this series. Bring a 
bag lunch and share a story around the table! For additional 
information, contact Polly Hamel or Allison Collier.

• Save the Date | September 7 is ONE SUNDAY! | Join us 
for a combined worship service at 11 a.m. (no 8:45 service 
that day). We will all gather in the Sanctuary, along with 
the Deaf Mission and Aletheia Chinese Church, to worship 
together! Dinner on the grounds will follow after this special 
service. Don’t miss it!

•The Numbers (as of June 2025)
Actual YTD ............. $1,415,691   
Budget YTD...............$1,487,400   
Under budget .............($71,709)

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

• Classics in the Courtyard | August 21 | 8 p.m. | Enjoy 
E.T. as it’s projected onto our big screen. Bring a chair or 
blanket and have some snacks while we watch this classic 
flick out on the Courtyard. FREE and fun for the whole 
family!

• Active Aging EXPO | August 21 | 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
| Flamming Hall | Partners in Healthcare is hosting a free 
resource expo for Adults 55+, caregivers and families. RSVP 
required www.partnersva.com or call 804-314-1131

• Wednesday Nights this Fall | August 27 | 6 p.m. | 
Activities for Children and Youth return on Wednesday 
nights! Allison will be leading a Bible Study for adults 
in Flamming Hall based on The Story, which mirrors the 
narrative lectionary, storying through the entire Bible. The 
Men’s Fellowship will meet at the Pusey House for fellowship 
and study. We hope you will join us. There’s something for 
the whole family!

• Volunteer at Charlotte Acres | August 30 | 9-11 a.m. | 
Get out in God’s creation! Our next volunteer event will be 
Saturday, August 30. We would love to have you join us at the 
farm!  Register online now.

• 5th Sunday Forum: Baptist Principles | August 31| 
9:45 a.m. | Flamming Hall | Join us for our 5th Sunday 
series focused on what it means to be Baptist. Each session 
will focus on one of the “Four Fragile Freedoms.” This 
month’s will be on Church Freedom. Mark your calendar for 
the final session November 30.

• Hope After Loss: Grief Group | August 31 | 3:30-
5 p.m.| Pusey House | Facilitated by Bill and Sandy 
Harrington, this community provides support for anyone 
who has experienced the loss of a loved one. For the 
remainder of the summer this group will shift their meeting 
time to the last Sunday of the month. The last meeting for 
Summer schedule is September 28.

• Divorce Recovery Workshop | Sundays, starting 
September 14 | Eight consecutive sessions, 5-7:30 p.m. in 
Flamming Hall. The cost with pre-registration is $75 (before 
9/11); $85 after. For more information, please call 804-358-5458 
x 118 or email Kim McIntosh at mcintosh@fbcrichmond.org.


