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May 25, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Preparation For Worship

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude  		

Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 67)	

Hymn No. 332, “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

Children’s Sermon

New Testament Reading, Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 (Pew Bible NT page 315)
            
Call to Prayer

I’ve been trying to read the Gospels in French recently as a way to practice my middling language 
skills, but as I learned when trying to read them in Greek you often see things in another language 
that you don’t see in your own. Today’s reading from John 14 is a good example. In the New 
Revised Standard Version Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.” But in the Parole de Vie (a French version) he says, “Ne soyez pas inquiets et n’ayez pas 
peur,” which means, literally, “Don’t worry and don’t be afraid.” That sounds much more active 
than the English version, and it makes me wonder what would happen if we could actually do it. 
What if we could live a life without fear or worry? Would we find the peace that Jesus promises in 
vs. 27, “not as the world gives,” but as he gives?

—Jim Somerville
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“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

Leader:	 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that 		
his way may be known upon earth, his saving power among all nations.

People: 	 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Leader: 	 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for God judges the peoples with equity 		
and guides the nations upon earth. 

People: 	 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Leader: 	 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.

“Like a River in My Soul”
Adult Choir



Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn No. 60, “Like a River Glorious” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, John 14:23-29 (Pew Bible NT page 133)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 57, “Be Still, My Soul” 

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude 

Robert Thompson 

WYE VALLEY

Donna Earley

Arr.  Ted Cornell

OLD 100TH
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Felix Mendelssohn

“Praise Him! Praise Him!”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

“Allegro maestoso e vivace” from Sonata II”

“Make Me An Instrument of Thy Peace”
Adult Choir

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred let me sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith. Wherever there’s despair, hope.
Where there’s darkness, light. Where there is sadness joy.

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
O Lord grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,

To be understood as to understand. To be loved as to love.
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.

For it is in giving that we receive.
For it is by faith that we believe.
For in forgiving, we are forgiven.

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life!
Make me an instrument of thy peace.

Practice Resurrection: Peace

We would like to welcome Mark Koontz as our guest organist.
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The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, June 1: Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; 
John 17:20-26. The sermon for next week, June 1, is “Practice Resurrection: Witness”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Charlotte L. Storey by Ken Storey 

Colonel Clement Lee (Mickey) Woodward by Betty Woodward and family 

 
The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church

and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• The church building will be closed for Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 26.

• Partnering with River City Faith Network | May 28 | 
6 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Learn how RFBC works with 
RCFN through 3 Baptist centers and Camp Alkulana. The 
service project will be snack packs for the centers. 

• Newcomer Orientation | June 1 | 9:45 a.m. | McDaniel 
Room | New to RFBC? Come learn more about our mission 
and discover the next steps for connecting with the life of 
the church!

• First Travelers: Noah Presentation | November 6-7 | 
Deposit is due June 1 | An information packet is available 
at the Mulberry Street or Chapel entrances. There is also 
still room left on the trip to see the Ark Museum in October. 
To register or for more information, contact Sandra at 
804-276-4552 or sandraharris264@yahoo.com

• “DID YOU KNOW?” | Wednesday, June 11 | 6 p.m. 
| Flamming Hall | This session will cover RFBC mission, 
vision, and values, expectations of members, spiritual gifts, 
and more. This may also include information about each 
of the five ministry areas...Compassion, Formation: kids, 
youth, Community, etc.

• Pickleball Mixer | June 17 | 4-6 p.m. | RFBC Gym | 
No skill level or fee required—just show up, play doubles in a 
fun round-robin format, and enjoy snacks, drinks, and great 
company. Paddles and balls provided or bring your own.

• Summer Celebration | June 18 | 5-7 p.m. | Belltower 
Courtyard | Come celebrate our 245th birthday with us. Join 
us for a cookout in the courtyard with music, games and lots 
of fun! Bring a chair or blanket. 

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

• BOGO: Buy One, Give One | Help reduce childhood 
hunger in Richmond and bring a little Heaven to Earth. 
Donations of non-perishable food, toilet paper, paper 
towels, and toiletries are welcome in the hallway bins. The 
initiative continues through June 15.

• Mission Trips in 2025
	 • July 12-19 | Helena, AR | Register by June 1
	 • November 1-10 | Careysburg, Liberia
	 Interested? Visit our website for more info 
	 fbcrichmond.org/globally or contact Steve Blanchard, 	
	 blanchard@fbcrichmond.org

• Volunteer Opportunities:
	 • Neighbor Serve: includes things like light yard work 
	 and errands, contact Steve Blanchard.
	 • Camp Alkulana Work Day |  May 31 | If 
	 you are interested in joining the group to help get Camp 
	 Alkulana ready for this summer, contact Matthew 
	 Hensley or Amanda Lott. We can use people of all skill 
	 levels.
	 • Help Fox Elementary Pack | June 2 | Fox Elementary 		
	 School needs our help to pack up the library with more 		
	 than 3,000 books  in preparation for their move back to 
	 Hanover Avenue! Lunch provided. Meet at Clark Springs 	
	 Elementary. Register Now for a time slot!
	 • RVA Multi Cultural Festival | June 14 | 1-7 p.m. | 
	 Dogwood Dell | RFBC is hosting a booth for our 		
	 international student ministry. Take a shift to help cover 
	 the main welcome station as well as the RFBC Booth. The 
	 festival is hosted by ReEstablish Richmond and City of 	
	 Richmond. Register Now!

• Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23-27 | Our 
Summer 2025 VBS registration is still open for rising K-6th! 
Preschool registration is closed. We are also in need of 
volunteers. Learn more and register now at 
fbcrichmond.org/VBS

• Music Camp | August 4-8 | For kids rising 1st-5th 
grade, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with afternoon option. Music 
opportunities include: choir, bells and chimes, art, drumming 
and xylophone, recorders, and drama. We also need 
volunteers! Register Now. 


