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May 11, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Handbell Prelude  		

Call to Worship (Psalm 23, NRSV)	

Hymn No. 306, “Come, Christians, Join To Sing” 

Parent/Child Dedication
	 Amelia (Millie) Britt Wondree, born October 28, 2024
	 daughter of Lacey and Chris Wondree

New Testament Reading, Revelation 7:9-17 (Pew Bible NT page 303)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 395, “Open My Eyes, That I May See” (Stanza 2)                         

There’s an Australian children’s song about Brumby Jack, a farmer who rounds up the wild bush 
brumbies (ponies) and brings them into his corral. I learned it when my grandson Leo was a baby 
and sang it to him from time to time. It describes Brumby Jack as a kind-hearted caretaker: “He 
loves his wild bush friends so well, as any farming man can tell. He wouldn’t eat or go to bed until 
he was sure they’d all been fed.” And my favorite verse: “There’s Stumpy, Billy, Silver Dan, 
Pickles Jim, and Pelican. He has a name for everyone, and when he calls, they come at a run.” 
Good old Brumby Jack. He reminds me of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who once said, “My sheep 
hear my voice. I know them and they follow me.” 

—Jim Somerville
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“All Creatures of Our God and King”
Youth Worship Arts Team  

Leader:	 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
	 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
	 he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
	 He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

People: 	 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil, 
	 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Leader: 	 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
	 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

People: 	 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
	 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.



Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn No. 405, “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Gospel Lesson, John 10:22-30 (Pew Bible NT page 127)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 474, “Softly and Tenderly” 

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude 
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“Jubilate Deo”
Youth Worship Arts Team

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

Practice Resurrection: Hear

“On the Third Day”
Adult Choir

Jesus was crucified. He died and was buried.
On the third day Christ arose.

He ascended into heaven
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will have no end.

Christ is risen from the dead. He is risen as He said.
He is alive, alleluia!

Christ has conquered death and sin, died for us our souls to win.

“Carillon” 



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director
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The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor
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The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
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Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, May 18: Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35. The sermon 
for next week, May 18 is “Practice Resurrection: Love”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Hilda and Gurney Grant by Win Grant  

Flowers are given in honor of 

Carolyn Land and Yvonne Tilley by the Tilley family

 
The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church

and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• Are you in the know? | First Family News email 
newsletter comes out every Monday in your email inbox. 
Subscribe fbcrichmond.org/news or if you have questions, 
contact info@fbcrichmond.org.

• Charlotte Acres Pop-up Market | May 18 | noon | 
Mulberry Portico | Fresh organic produce from Charlotte 
Acres Farm will be available after the service on May 18. 
Proceeds go toward supporting our access plot which 
provides fresh produce to those in Richmond who are food 
insecure.

• River Baptism | June 4 | 5-7 p.m. | Robious Landing |  
Join our church family for a river baptism service. Box 
dinners will be available for purchase. If you are interested 
in being baptized, please contact Kim Wicks by May 28, 
wicks@fbcrichmond.org

• Pickleball Mixer | June 17 | 4-6 p.m. | RFBC Gym | No 
skill level or fee required—just show up, play doubles in a 
fun round-robin format, and enjoy snacks, drinks, and great 
company. Paddles and balls provided or bring your own.

• Summer Celebration | June 18 | 6 p.m. | Belltower 
Courtyard | Save the date! Come celebrate our 245th 
birthday with us.

• Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23-27 | Our 
Summer 2025 VBS registration is still open for rising K-6th! 
Preschool registration is closed. We are also in need of 
volunteers. Learn more and register now at fbcrichmond.
org/VBS

• Music Camp | August 4-8 | For kids rising 1st-5th 
grade, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with afternoon option. Music 
opportunities include: choir, bells and chimes, art, drumming 
and xylophone, recorders, and drama. We also need 
volunteers! Register Now. 

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

May Month of Missions:
• Wednesday Nights in Flamming Hall at 6 p.m.
	 • May 14: Domestic Violence and the Church’s 
	 Response with Courtney Pierce
	 • May  21: International Night with ReEstablish 
	 Richmond and Will Cumbia
	 • May 28: Partnering with River City Faith Network

• Collection Items:
	 •  Bottles of Water | Goal is 35 cases of water 
	 by May 21. Water may be collected and brought to 
	 Flamming Hall.
	 •  BOGO: Buy One, Give One | Help reduce childhood 
	 hunger in Richmond and bring a little Heaven to Earth. 
	 Donations of non-perishable food, toilet paper, paper 
	 towels, and toiletries are welcome in the hallway bins.

• Mission Trips in 2025
	 • July 12-19 | Helena, AR | Register by June 1
	 • November 1-10 | Careysburg, Liberia
	 Interested? Visit our website for more info 
	 fbcrichmond.org/globally or contact Steve Blanchard, 	
	 blanchard@fbcrichmond.org

• Volunteer Opportunities:
	 • Neighbor Serve: includes things like light yard work 
	 and errands, contact Steve Blanchard.
	 • Camp Alkulana Work Day |  May 17 & 31 | If 
	 you are interested in joining the group to help get Camp 
	 Alkulana ready for this summer, contact Matthew 
	 Hensley or Amanda Lott. We can use people of all skill 
	 levels.
	 • Help Fox Elementary Pack | June 2 | Fox Elementary 		
	 School needs our help to pack up the library with more 		
	 than 3,000 books  in preparation for their move back to 
	 Hanover Avenue! Lunch provided. Meet at Clarks Springs. 
	 Register Now for a time slot!
	 • RVA Multi Cultural Festival | June 14 | 1-7 p.m. | 
	 Dogwood Dell | RFBC is hosting a booth for our 		
	 international student ministry. Take a shift to help cover 
	 the main welcome station as well as the RFBC Booth. The 
	 festival is hosted by ReEstablish Richmond and City of 	
	 Richmond. Register Now!


