A Welcome to Richmond’s First Baptist Church

y LN 2709 Monument Avenue Richmond, VA 23220 | 804-355-8637 | fbcrichmond.org
‘h June 1,2025| 11 a.m.
Ascension Sunday

Preparation For Worship

How do we practice resurrection? We bear witness to the risen Lord. At least, that’s what
Jesus’ disciples were expected to do. In today’s reading from Acts 1 he tells them, “You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth,” Notice that he didn’t say,
“You might be my witnesses,” but that, “You will be.” After all these Sundays of practicing
resurrection, do you think we modern-day disciples of Jesus might actually become witnesses?

—Jim Somerville

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Amanda Lott
Prelude “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” arr. Cheryl Van Ornam
Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 47) Amanda Lott

Leader:  Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth.

People: He subdued peoples under us and nations under our feet.
He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

Leader:  God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

Hymn No. 217, “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” HYMN TO JOY

New Testament Reading, Acts 1:1-8 (Pew Bible NT page 143) Lynn Turner

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 387, “God Who Made Us, Christ Who Calls Us” GALILEE
(stanzas 1-2)

Pastoral Prayer Lynn Turner

Hymn No. 219, “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” LLANFAIR

Sharing the Faith Ruth Szucs




Offertory “Ain’t-a That Good News” Jason W. Krug
First Ringers

Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Phil Mitchell
The Gospel, Luke 24:50-53 (Pew Bible NT page 110) Holly Peters
Anthem “Look at the World” John Rutter
Adult Choir

Look at the world, everything all around us. Look at the world and marvel every day.
Look at the world: so many joys and wonders, so many miracles along our way.
Praise to thee, O Lord, for all creation, give us thankful hearts that we may see
All the gifts we share, and every blessing, all things come of thee.

Look at the earth bringing forth fruit and flower; look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain.
Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, valley and flowing river, field and plain.
Think of the spring, think of the warmth of summer bringing the harvest before winter’s cold.
Everything grows, everything has a season, till it is gathered to the Father’s fold.
Every good gift, all that we need and cherish comes from the Lord in token of his love.

We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty; His is the earth and his the hands above.

Sermon Practice Resurrection: Witness Jim Somerville

Celebration of Communion “Welcome” Mark Miller
Virginia Dean, Reese Hensley, Phoebe James, Jada Ransome

Hymn No. 222, “Thine Is the Glory” MACCABEUS
Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Congregational Response “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Postlude “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” arr. E Power Biggs




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened
and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, June 8: Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17;
John 14:8-17,(25-27). The sermon for next week, June 8, is “The Spirit Comes.”
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of

Grace Bull by Diana Bull
Linda Raines and her twin sister Libby Rigby by Jim Raines

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary

entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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Summer

CELEBRATIQ
June 18 | 5-7 p.m.

Join us as we celebrate our 245" birthday!

We’ll have games, music, and fun for the whole family!
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and treats available.

Register now for your meal!

e First Travelers: Noah Presentation | November 6-7 |
Deposit is due today | An information packet is available
at the Mulberry Street or Chapel entrances. There is also
still room left on the trip to see the Ark Museum in October.
To register or for more information, contact Sandra at
804-276-4552 or sandraharris264@yahoo.com

e River Baptism | June 4 | 5-7 p.m. | Join our church
family for a river baptism service. Box dinners available for
purchase in advance by registering on the website. Location
is TBD, but we hope the Robious Landing Park dock will be
restored before June 4.

¢ 5th Sunday Forum: Baptist Principles | June 29 |
9:45 a.m. | Flamming Hall | Join us for our 5th Sunday
series focused on what it means to be Baptist. Each session
will focus on one of the “Four Fragile Freedoms.” This
month’s will be on Soul Freedom. Mark your calendar for
the next sessions August 31 and November 30.

e Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23-27 | Our
Summer 2025 VBS registration is still open for rising K-6th!
Preschool registration is closed. We are also in need of
volunteers. Learn more and register now at
fbcrichmond.org/VBS

e Music Camp | August 4-8 | For Kids rising 1st-5th

grade, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with afternoon option. Music
opportunities include: choir, bells and chimes, art, drumming
and xylophone, recorders, and drama. We also need
volunteers! Register Now.

o Register Now! All registration
forms for upcoming events are in one
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fberichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.
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o Week of Prayer for the River City Faith Network is
June 8-15.

e One Accord trip to UK | The One Accord Choir was
invited to join a mass choir of 250 singers, consisting of

one Canadian and six American choirs, and orchestra, to
present the UK premiere of Dan Forrest’s large choral work,
CREATION, at the Ely Cathedral in Cambridge, England

on June 20. They have been rehearsing over the last year

to prepare for this honor. Please pray for Phil Mitchell, One
Accord, and their families as they travel to England for this
distinguished privilege!

¢ BOGO: Buy One, Give One | Help reduce childhood
hunger in Richmond and bring a little Heaven to Earth.
Donations of non-perishable food, toilet paper, paper
towels, and toiletries are welcome in the hallway bins. The
initiative continues through June 15.

e Mission Trips in 2025
o July 12-19 | Helena, AR | Registration ends today
¢ November 1-10 | Careysburg, Liberia
Interested? Visit our website for more info
fbcrichmond.org/globally or contact Steve Blanchard,
blanchard@fbcrichmond.org

¢ Volunteer Opportunities:
o Neighbor Serve: includes things like light yard work
and errands, contact Steve Blanchard.
¢ Help Fox Elementary Pack | June 2 | Fox Elementary
School needs our help to pack up the library with more
than 3,000 books in preparation for their move back to
Hanover Avenue! Lunch provided. Meet at Clark Springs
Elementary. Register Now for a time slot!
e RVA Multi Cultural Festival | June 14 |1-7 p.m. |
Dogwood Dell | RFBC is hosting a booth for our
international student ministry. Take a shift to help cover
the main welcome station as well as the RFBC Booth. The
festival is hosted by ReEstablish Richmond and City of
Richmond. Register Now!



