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Second Sunday of Easter

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Piano Prelude		

Call to Worship, No. 193	

Hymn No. 205, “Christ Is Alive” 

Children’s Sermon 

New Testament Reading, Revelation 1:4-8 
(Pew Bible NT page 297)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 59, 
“My Lord Is Near Me All the Time” (stanza 1)

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 209, “The Head That Once Was Crowned”

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Gospel Reading, John 20: 19-31 
(Pew Bible NT page 141)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 222, “Thine Is the Glory”

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude

We welcome Marianne Crean as our guest organist this morning.

What happens when someone tells you news that is too good to be 
true? You don’t believe it. Jesus seems to have anticipated this. Today’s 
Gospel lesson begins: “When it was evening on that day, the first day of 
the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear 
of the [religious authorities], Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.” Jesus 
knew they wouldn’t believe it was really him. He showed them his hands 
and side before they could even ask. Why, then, do we give Thomas such 
grief for asking the question that was on everyone’s mind? “Is Jesus 
really alive?”
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J.S. Bach

“Christ Arose” 

Leader:	 “Why do you look for the living 
	 among the dead?

People: 	He is not here, but has risen.”

Leader: 	 Christ is risen!

People: 	He is risen indeed!

Leader: 	 And if Christ is risen…
 	 He cannot be kept consistently entombed
 	 In architecture, liturgy, or tradition,
	 but moves mysteriously from synagogue to seashore
 	 And village to village,

People: 	And we must always seek him afresh.

Leader:	 Christ is risen!

People: 	He is risen indeed!

Leader: 	 And if Christ is risen…
 	 He cannot be recast as a respecter of 
	 hypocrisies he despised,
 	 But still weaves word-whips to 
	 cleanse His Father’s house,

People: 	And we must invite this judgment.

Leader:	 Christ is risen!

People: 	He is risen indeed!

Leader: 	 And if Christ is risen…
 	 He cannot be kept from quarantined peoples
 	 Whose skin or sin excludes them,
 	 But shows up at all the wrong parties
 	 And eats with uncertified guests,

People: 	And we must join those feasts.

Leader:	 Christ is risen!

People: 	Christ is risen indeed!

Leader: 	 And if Christ is risen
 	 Our world is ever unmade
 	 And ever making anew,

Unison: 	And we must not embalm a shrine,
	 But must always seek a Person.

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
Sean Rodgers, soloist

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details below*

All creatures of our God and king,
 Lift up your voice and with us sing Alleluia! Alleluia!

 Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam!
 O praise him, O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
 Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, O praise him! Alleluia!

 Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice!
 O praise him, O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,
 Forgiving others, take your part, O sing ye! Alleluia!

 Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, praise God and on him cast your care!
 O praise him, O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son! And praise the Spirit, Three in One!
 O praise him, O praise him! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures of our God and king,
Lift up your voice and with us sing Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!

“All Creatures of Our God and King”
Adult Choir

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, May 4. The sermon for next week, May 4 
is Practice Resurrection: Forgive
Click here for today’s scripture readings!

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Dr. Jorge Bandeira by Cristina Bandeira and family 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.
church and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a 
one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance 
hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship 
clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology, 
children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at 
the upper and lower piano-side doors. After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, 
children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. 
We are glad you are here!

• Graduation Sunday | Deadline to Register is 
TODAY  | If you or someone you love is graduating 
with a high school, associate’s, trade school, 
undergraduate, master’s or doctorate degree, we 
want to celebrate that hard work! Register now for 
Graduation Sunday and the luncheon on May 18. It’s 
FREE for grads, parents, and siblings.

• Pickleball Mixer | Date postponed to May | 4-6 
p.m. | RFBC Gym | No skill level or fee required—
just show up, play doubles in a fun round-robin 
format, and enjoy snacks, drinks, and great company. 
Paddles and balls provided or bring your own.

•  Music and Missions End-Of-Year Celebration | 
April 30 | 6 p.m. | Flamming Hall | We’ll hear from 
music and missions groups of all ages. You don’t 
want to miss it! Children’s activities and childcare 
will continue to the end of May.

• Newcomer Orientation | May 4 | 9:45 a.m. | 
McDaniel Room | New to RFBC? Come learn more 
about our mission and discover the next steps for 
connecting with the life of the church!

• Hope After Loss: Grief Group | May 4 | This 
group meets on the first Sunday of every month from 
3:30 - 5 p.m. in the Adam’s Room. Facilitated by Bill 
Harrington, it provides support for anyone who has 
experienced the loss of a loved one.

• Quarterly Business Meeting and New Member 
Celebration | May 7 | 6 p.m. | Flamming Hall |  
We will welcome our newest members and review 
important church business at our Quarterly Business 
Meeting. We hope you will make a point to be there.

• Charlotte Acres Pop-up Market | May 18 | 
12 p.m. | Mulberry Portico | Fresh organic produce 
from Charlotte Acres Farm will be available after 
the service on May 18. Proceeds will go towards 
supporting our access plot which provides fresh 
produce to those in Richmond who are food 
insecure.

May Month of Missions:
• Wednesday Nights in Flamming Hall at 6 p.m.
	 • May 14: Domestic Violence and the Church’s 
	 Response with Courtney Pierce.
	 • May  21: International Night with ReEstablish 
	 Richmond and Will Cumbia
	 • May 28: WMU Week of Prayer for River City 
	 Faith Network
• May Collection Items:
	 •  Sock it to Me Sunday | May 4 | Accepting new 	
	 white crew socks for our Compassion Ministry. 	
	 Please drop off donations at the Mulberry 
	 Entrance by Sunday, May 4.
	 •  Bottles of Water | Goal is 65 cases of water 
	 by May 21. Water can be collected and brought to 
	 Flamming Hall.
• Camp Alkulana Work Day |  May 17 & 31 | 
If you are interested in joining the group to help 
get Camp Alkulana ready for this summer, contact 
Matthew Hensley or Amanda Lott. We can use 
people of all skill levels.
• Mission Trips in 2025
	 • July 12-19 | Helena, AR | Register by May 20
	 • November 1-10 | Careysburg, Liberia
Interested? Visit our website for more info 
fbcrichmond.org/globally or contact Steve 
Blanchard, blanchard@fbcrichmond.org

• Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23-27 | Our 
Summer 2025 VBS registration is OPEN and ready 
for your family! Extended day is available Monday 
through Thursday until 4 p.m. We are also in need 
of volunteers. Learn more and register now at 
fbcrichmond.org/VBS

• Music Camp | August 4-8 | For kids rising 1st-5th 
grade, 8:30a.m.-12:30p.m. with afternoon option. 
Music opportunities include: choir, bells and chimes, 
art, drumming and xylophone, recorders, and drama. 
We also need volunteers! Register online.

• Click here to Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one place 
on the website! Scan the QR code to view the 
forms or go to fbcrichmond.org/sign-up. You 
can also sign up on the FBCNow! app.

Announcements

Practice Resurrection: Doubt

“In Thee Is Gladness”

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=384&z=s&d=45
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=384&z=s&d=44
https://fbcrichmond.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/f1e3d622-6a05-4ad0-a07b-eb5f38efd5ef
http://fbcrichmond.org/globally
http://fbcrichmond.org/VBS
https://fbcrichmond.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/19a8c838-195b-4567-8880-d0a55eb3eeb9
https://fbcrichmond.org/events/sign-up/

