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Transfiguration Sunday

Preparation For Worship

Even though Epiphany isn’t strictly a season in the Christian Year it is a time when the light
around Jesus becomes brighter and brighter and we see him more clearly for who he is. That’s
always the question in Epiphany: Who is this? Who is this who comes for baptism in the Jordan?
Who is this who turns water into wine? Who is this who fills the nets of the fishermen? Who is
this who shines like the sun on the mountaintop? The answer, of course, is Jesus, and in the early
church that answer was important. Those people believed that Jesus was the most important
person who had ever lived, even more important than Caesar, the ruler of the Roman Empire.
When they were baptized they would say, “Jesus is Lord,” which was also a way of saying,
“Caesar is not.” Even though the whole empire lay at Caesar’s feet, and even though he held the
power of life and death over them, no one was more important to them than Jesus.

—Jim Somerville

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Ruth Szucs
Piano Prelude “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. Rose Lehmann
Call to Worship (from Psalm 99) Ruth Szucs

Leader:  The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!

People: The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.
Leader:  Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!

People: Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain, for

the LORD our God is holy.
Hymn No. 161, “See Our Lord in All His Glory” CWM RHONDDA
Old Testament Reading, Exodus 34:29-35 (Pew Bible OT page 101) Allison Collier
Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 392, “Open Our Eyes” OPEN OUR EYES

Pastoral Prayer Allison Collier




Hymn No. 58, “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO
Sharing the Faith Donna and Marshall Barden

Offertory “Sicilienne” Maria-Theresia von Paradis
Timothy Judd, violin

Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Robert Thompson
Gospel Lesson, Luke 9:28-36 (Pew Bible NT page 85) Youth Worship Arts
Anthem “When | Can Read My Title Clear” arr. Dan Forrest

Adult Choir; Timothy Judd, violin

When I can read miy title clear to mansions in the skies,
I bid farewell to every fear, and wipe my weeping eyes.

Should earth against my soul engage, and fiery darts be hurled,
Then | can smile at Satan’s rage, and face a frowning world.

Let cares, like a wild deluge come, and storms of sorrow fall!
May I but safely reach my home, my God, my heav’n, my all.

Sermon Shine, Jesus, Shine! Jim Somerville

The Celebration of Communion “Vocalise” Sergei Rachmaninoff
Timothy Judd, violin

Hymn No. 156, “Shine, Jesus, Shine” SHINE
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Congregational Response “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Postlude “Great Gate of Kiev” Modest Mussorgsky




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened
and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, March 9: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke
4:1-13. The sermon for next week, March 9 is “What Does the Lord Require? Gratitude”
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.
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The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of

Mrs. Dorothy P. Chase by Mark and Janet Chase
Berline Stubbs by Peggy Golden

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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¢ Ordination of Amanda Lott, Minister to Children and
Families | Join us TODAY at 3 p.m in the Sanctuary.

e Lent Book Study | 24 Hours That Changed the World
by Adam Hamilton | Cost of Book: $7 | Grow with us
this Lent as we take a deep dive into the last day of Jesus’
life. The study is available in small groups March 9 - April
20 on Sunday mornings, online on Tuesdays at 7 p.m., or
on your own. Today is your last day to pick up a copy in the
Sanctuary commons. Register online.

e Ash Wednesday | March 5 | Join us for dinner at 5 p.m.
in Flamming Hall, then at 6:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary for a
service and imposition of ashes. Children’s Activities begin
at 6 p.m. with a Labyrinth walk. (Room 230 learning, 220
walking)

e Week of Prayer for North America | March 2-9 |
Missionaries are sharing God’s love in a variety of ways
across North America. You can be part of their work
through prayer and giving. Download the prayer guide for
suggestions for specific prayers at fberichmond.org/give
To support their work financially, use the link or your gold
mission offering envelope and designate your gift for North
American Missions. fbecrichmond.org/give

eLibrista Church Library App | Search our church library
online! Check to see which titles are available or checked
out and where to locate them in the building. Librista can be
accessed online or by downloading the librista app in your
appstore. To search for books: Visit https://librista.com/#/
locator and search for First Baptist Church Richmond, VA to
create an account and begin browsing. If you have questions
contact Laura Hedrick.

e Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23- 27 | Our
Summer 2025 VBS registration is OPEN and ready for your
family! Extended day is available Monday through Thursday
until 4 p.m. We are also in need of volunteers! Learn more
and register now at fbcrichmond.org/VBS

e Disciple Now | March 21- 23 | Register now for the
upcoming youth weekend of formation and fun! We still
need help providing snacks and you can pick a student
to pray for from prayer board in the sanctuary commons
March 9-16.

2025 Matching Gift
SERVICE PROGRAM

1,000 HOURS OF SERVICE

L UNLOCK A $100K DONATION!*

Scan here for info!

*Try Something New! Must be a new volunteer opportunity to you to qualify.

o Register Now! All registration

forms for upcoming events are in one
place on the website! Scan the QR code
to view the forms or go to fberichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the
FBCNow! app.

¢ 40 Days of KOH | Your Gift of Service will Unlock a
$100,000 gift to the Ministry and Missions Budget!
This year’s Matching Gift Challenge has a new twist. Instead
of donating dollars, we’d like you to give the gift of time.
During the 40 days of Lent, look around for a new way YOU
can bring KOH2RVA and beyond. If our church family will
serve 1,000 hours, our anonymous donor will give a gift

of $100,000 to the Ministry and Missions Budget. This can
be a one-time volunteer gig or something longer term like
joining the choir or a church team. Put on your thinking
cap and check our website for ideas, because the challenge
starts March 5 and ends April 20 (40 Days!). Learn more at
fberichmond.org/40days

¢ 40 Days to KOH Volunteer Opportunities:
eGolf Cart Driver for the KOH Express | Provide
transportation from the Robinson parking lot to the
Mulberry lot on Sunday mornings.
e School Support | Being a teacher or staff in today’s
school system is tougher than ever. First Baptist has
“adopted” four schools to support teachers and staff
and let them know they matter, are supported, and
appreciated. You can help! If you are interested in being a
vital part of these efforts, please meet immediately after
worship either today or March 9 in the McDaniel Room
(Sanctuary Commons) for a short meeting.
For more opportunities, visit our website
fberichmond.org/40days

e Women’s Conference 2025 | Metamorphosis:
Surrender. Recreate. Reveal. | March 14-15 | Flamming
Hall | This will be an incredible time to connect, grow,

and reflect on God’s transformative work in our lives. The
conference will be Friday, 5:30-8:30 p.m. and Saturday,

8:30 a.m.-noon. Friday dinner and Saturday breakfast are
included. Our speaker is Christy Foldenauer. Register online
or you may call the church office. The cost is $25. Childcare
is available by registration only. Bring a friend and share this
inspiring weekend together. Register by March 9!

BLACK HISTORY MONTH | 8TH ANNUAL

CITYWIDE
BOOK READ

CHALLENGE + DISCUSSION

MARCH 10 | 7 P.M.

In-Person Conversation with
Author, Robert P. Jones

ROBERT P. JONES




