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March 16, 2025 | 11 a.m.
The Second Sunday in Lent

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 27)	

Hymn No. 33, “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

Children’s Sermon

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 15:1-6 (Pew Bible OT page 14)

Some people think that faith and doubt are incompatible, that if you truly believe you will never 
doubt. Others see faith and doubt as two sides of the same coin. I wonder what Abraham would 
say? In today’s reading from Genesis 15 he doubts that the Lord is going to do anything for him. 
Years after God promised to make him “The Father of a Multitude” Abraham continues 
childless, and the one who will inherit his possessions is a servant in his household. “What will 
you give me?” Abraham asks. And God takes him outside and shows him a sky full of stars. 
“Can you count all those?” God asks. Abraham shakes his head, silently. “That’s how many 
offspring you’re going to have,” God says. And Abraham’s faith moves to a whole new level. 

—Jim Somerville
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“Glorify Thy Name”

Leader:	 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 		
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

People: 	 When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and 			 
foes—they shall stumble and fall. 

Leader: 	 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up 		
against me, yet I will be confident. 

People: 	 One thing I asked of the LORD; this I seek: to live in the house of the 			 
LORD all the days of my life.



Call to Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn No. 425, “How Firm a Foundation” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Gospel Lesson, Luke 13:31-35 (Pew Bible NT page 93)

Anthem

Sermon 

Hymn No. 497, “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 

The Life of the Community
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“Stayed on Jesus”
One Accord

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

What Does the Lord Require? Faith

“Light Everlasting”
Adult Choir

O Light everlasting, O Love never failing,
Illumine our darkness, and draw us to thee.
May we from thy spirit receive inspiration

That brethren together thy wisdom may see.
Make known to all nations thy peace and salvation,

And help us, O Father, thy temple to be.

“Come to the Cross and Live”



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development

Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Rev. Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, March 23: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9. 
The sermon for next week, March 23 is “What Does the Lord Require? Searching.”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in honor of 

Catherine Bandeira by Cristina Bandeira and family 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades K-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

Charge and Benediction

Postlude 

We welcome Mark Koontz as our guest organist this morning.

Jim Somerville

Johannes Brahms“My Faithful Heart Rejoices”



• Being Human | Journey to the Cross | Wednesday 
Nights at 6:15 p.m. | Sanctuary | During the season of 
Lent, now - April 9, our pastors will lead us to consider a 
number of questions regarding our shared humanity. This 
week Chris Wondree will ask, When you look at your face in 
the mirror, what do you see in it that you most like and what 
do you see in it that you most deplore?

•  Vacation Bible School 2025 | June 23-27 | Our 
Summer 2025 VBS registration is OPEN and ready for your 
family! Extended day is available Monday through Thursday 
until 4 p.m. We are also in need of volunteers! Learn more 
and register now at fbcrichmond.org/VBS

•  Disciple Now | March 21-23 | Volunteer to pray for 
our students and their leaders by selecting a name from the 
prayer board located in the Sanctuary Commons March 
9-16. If you would like to donate a snack for the weekend, 
contact wondree@fbcrichmond.org

• Undie Sunday | March 23 | Accepting men’s and 
women’s new underwear for our Compassion Ministry. 
Please drop off donations at the Mulberry Entrance on 
Sunday, March 23.

• Blood Drive | March 27 | 1:30-5:30 p.m. | Donate blood
and help make a difference!

• Mass of the Children Concert by John Rutter and 
Illuminare by Elaine Hagenberg | Sunday, March 30 | 
4 p.m. | Presented by the combined voices of the Fairfax 
Choir Society, Richmond Choral Society, and the City 
Singers (the City Singers rehearse weekly at RFBC) This is 
a combined force of 200 singers and instrumentalists. The 
concert is not free but RFBC has been allotted 75 comp 
tickets. Tickets are available through Lisa Rahmlow in the 
Worship Ministry office.

• Combined Sunday School Topics for 2025 | March 
30, June 29, August 31, November 30 | This year our 
combined Sunday School will focus on distinct Baptist 
principles, often referred to as the “Four Fragile Freedoms”. 
We will explore one of these at each combined class in 
Flamming Hall. Jim Somerville will be leading these sessions.

• Calling all artists! | Submit your work for the Growth 
through Head, Heart, and Hands Art Show based on Ephesians 
3:17-18. Showcase your creativity and faith. Art submissions 
are due April 1. Contact Dee Dee Simmons at 
deeds13@hotmail.com or register online now.

• Register Now! All registration 
forms for upcoming events are in one 
place on the website! Scan the QR code 
to view the forms or go to fbcrichmond.
org/sign-up. You can also sign up on the 
FBCNow! app.

• 40 Days of KOH – Have you found a place to serve? Our challenge to serve 1,000 hours in NEW ways to unlock a 
$100,000 gift begins this week. Here are some upcoming opportunities: 

Log your volunteer hours at serve@fbcrichmond.org or leave a voice mail at 358-5458 x129 For more information about these 
opportunities and more, scan the QR code below or contact Donna Earley (earley@fbcrichmond.org or 358-5458 x124)

• Sign up to be a volunteer at Vacation Bible School (June 23-27)      
• Serve breakfast on April 10 at the Oregon Hill Baptist Center    
• Neighbor Serve: includes things like light yard work and errands
• Sign up with Matthew Hensley to be an usher or greeter at 
worship

 • Drive the KOH Express golf cart on a Sunday morning
 • Pray for Disciple Now students or provide snacks 
 • Prepare a meal for RFBC young adults on a Thursday night
 • Visit a homebound person


