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January 26, 2025 | 11 a.m.
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Piano Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 19)	

Hymn No. 34, “Word of God, Across the Ages” 

Children’s Sermon

Old Testament Reading, Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 (Pew Bible OT page 540)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 35, “Break Thou the Bread of Life” (stanza 1)

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 31, “Ancient Words”

The lectionary readings for this Sunday are wonderful. Nehemiah 8 is one of my favorites, as the 
people gather at the Water Gate in Jerusalem to hear Ezra read from the Torah. They weep as 
he reads, because they’ve never heard it before, and they are deeply convicted. But he tells them, 
“This is not a day for weeping; this is a day for rejoicing!” Because to hear a 	word from the Lord? 
Directed at you? That’s a beautiful thing. And then Jesus comes to the synagogue in Nazareth, 
reads that hopeful passage from the scroll of the Isaiah, and tells the people, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And they gasp. As I said, these are wonderful 
passages. They almost make me wish I was preaching one of them instead of the story of Tamar 
from Genesis 38, but that story too is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
									                      	 —Jim Somerville
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ANCIENT WORDS

 “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” 

Leader:	 The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his 			 
handiwork.

People: 	 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.

Leader: 	 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;

People: 	 Yet their voice goes out through all the earth and their words to the end 		
	



Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, Luke 4:14-21, (Pew Bible NT page 74)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 163, “Wonderful Words of Life” 

Recognition of First Responders 

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude 
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“Rejoice in the Lord”
Stephanie Ransome, oboe

“Postlude in G”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

Jesus’ Family Tree: Tamar

“Amazing Grace”
Adult Choir

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

Amazing grace! Amazing grace! So vast and yet so free!
The Son of God, the righteous One, is crucified for me.

 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed.
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.
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The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, February 2: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; 
Luke 4:21-30. The sermon for next week, February 2, “Jesus’ Family Tree: Rahab” is based on 

Joshua 2:2-21 and Matthew 15:21-28. February is the Martha Stearns Marshall Month of Women Preaching, 
and Lacey Wondree will be preaching. 

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of 

Dr. William B. (Bill) Johnston by Emily and the Johnston family 

Colonel Clement L. Woodward by Betty Woodward and family 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• Register for Wednesday night dinner on the 
church website or FBCnow! app.

• Quarterly Business Meeting | January 29 | 6 p.m.  
| Flamming Hall | This Wednesday evening, we will 
welcome our newest members and review important 
church business at our Quarterly Business Meeting. We 
hope you will make a point to be there.

• Tackle Tax Time Like a Pro | Wednesday Nights 
| 6-7:15 p.m. | Have you ever thought about being your 
own boss? Join Ann Bey this week to learn about basic 
requirements for starting a small business as it relates 
to filing a tax return. If you missed any part of this FREE 
financial series, these classes will be offered again on 
Wednesday nights in February. Learn more and register 
now.

 • Blood Drive | January 30 | 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.  | RFBC 
Gym | Give the gift of life—donate blood! The Red 
Cross drive is onsite next week to help save lives in our 
community. Sign up today.

• Deacon Ordination | February 2 | 2 p.m. | 
Sanctuary | Come celebrate the ordination of our 
newest deacon Jonny Kim!

• 500th Anniversary of Anabaptism | February 
2 | 4-6 p.m. | First Baptist is hosting a gathering of 
Mennonites, Baptists, and other Anabaptist-interested 
persons from around Virginia for a celebration and 
exploration of the impact of Anabaptism and how its 
spiritual commitments are needed today. Greg Boyd, 
pastor, theologian, and leading voice for the Neo-
Anabaptism movement, will be the keynote speaker 
(via Zoom). Music and a panel of speakers from other 
denominations will also be featured, including Dr. 
Somerville. Mark your calendars now to attend! 

• Souper Sunday | February 9 | 12:15 p.m. | 
Flamming Hall |  The RFBC Deacon Fellowship invites 
you to a soup lunch after 11 a.m. worship on February 9. 
Suggested donation is $5. Register now.

• Peanut Butter Bowl | February 2-9 | The annual 
Super Bowl Sunday competition between Sunday 
School classes is back! Our goal is 1000 jars of Creamy 
Peanut Butter to benefit the Compassion Ministry. A 
table will be set up in Mulberry Commons to receive 
donations from February 2-9 and must be labeled with 
the class name to receive credit. The winning class will 
be announced during Souper Sunday luncheon.

• Women’s Conference 2025 | Metamorphosis: 
Surrender. Recreate. Reveal. | March 14-15 | 
Flamming Hall | Register by March 7 |  Save the date! 
This will be an incredible time to connect, grow, and 
reflect on God’s transformative work in our lives. The 
conference will take place Friday 5:30-8:30 p.m. and 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.-noon. Friday dinner and Saturday 
breakfast will be provided. Our speaker is Christy 
Foldenauer. Music will be led by Victoria Fitzgerald. 
Register online or you may call the church office. The 
cost is $25. Childcare is available by registration only. 
Sign-up deadline is March 7. Bring a friend and share this 
inspiring weekend together.

• HOPE (Hanging On with Purpose Everyday) 
Depression Support Group | Second Wednesday of 
the month | February 12 | Pusey House | 6 p.m. | This 
time of year can make dealing with depression especially 
challenging. Join this peer group and find support. Our 
values are: listen, observe, validate, and encourage. 
Facilitated by Lori Bonds and Steve Blanchard. Go to 
fbrichmond.org/support to learn more or contact 
Lori at hope.lorib@gmail.com for more info.

• Growth Through Head, Heart, and Hands Art Show 
(based on Ephesians 3:17-18) | Art submissions are due 
April 1 | More information to come. To participate, contact 
Dee Dee Simmons at deeds13@hotmail.com or register 
online now.

• RFBC needs your input for upcoming 
survey project | A doctoral student at Baylor 
University and Baptist Women in Ministry 
(BWIM) has created a survey about Gender 

Equity and the role of women in congregations like ours. 
Richmond’s First Baptist Church is assisting with the 
survey and we hope you’ll consider participating. Baylor 
and BWIM will use the results to create a tool that will be 
used nationwide for other churches (we are part of the 
pilot/research). Scan the QR code to participate. 
 

• Register Now! In addition to the 
FBCNow! app, you can now find all 
registration forms for upcoming 
events all in one place on the website! 
Scan the QR code to view the forms
or go to fbcrichmond.org/sign-up 


