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Third Sunday of Advent

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Organ Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Isaiah 12:2-6) 	

Hymn No. 103, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Lighting the Candle of Joy

Children’s Sermon

Eptisle Reading, Philippians 4:4-7, (Pew Bible NT page 242)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 120,“Emmanuel”

Pastoral Prayer

In the silence of a midwinter dusk, there is a sound so faint that for all you can tell it may be only 
the sound of the silence itself. You hold your breath to listen. You are aware of the beating of your 
heart. The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by the extraordinary    
moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.
								                     	        —Frederick Buechner

Chris Wondree

arr. Michael Burkhardt

Chris Wondree
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Deborah Watsa, Olivia Weah, Amos Wingbah
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Amanda Lott

Ruth Szucs

McGEE

Allison Collier

“The King Shall Come”

 Children are invited to the steps during the 3rd stanza of the hymn.

Leader:	 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and will not be afraid, for the LORD is 		
	 my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.

People: 	 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Leader: 	 And you will say on that day: “Give thanks to the LORD; call on his name; 			 
make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted.

People: 	 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in 		
	 all the earth. 

Leader: 	 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy 		
	 One of Israel.”



Hymn No. 122, “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

Sharing the Faith

Gospel Lesson, Luke 3:7-18, (Pew Bible NT page 73)

Anthem

Sermon

Offertory

Doxology

Dedication and Invitation

Hymn No. 102, “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Organ Postlude

IN DULCI JUBILO

Smith Family
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VENI EMMANUEL

Jim Somerville

ANTIOCH

Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

arr. Page Long

“How Great Our Joy”
One Accord

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

A Gift to the City: Joy

“Shepherd’s Pipe Carol”
Adult Choir

Going through the hills on a night all starry on the way to Bethlehem 
Far away I heard a shepherd boy piping on the way to Bethlehem 

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh: 
“Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King

Is come to bring us peace on earth and He’s lying cradled there at Bethlehem.” 

‘Tell me, shepherd boy piping tunes so merrily on the way to Bethlehem 
Who will hear your tunes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem?’ 
‘None may hear my pipes on these hills so lonely on the way to Bethlehem; 

But a King will hear me play sweet lullabies when I get to Bethlehem.’ 
Angels in the sky came down from on high 

Hovered o’er the manger where the babe was lying 
Cradled in the arms of his mother Mary, sleeping now at Bethlehem.

‘Where is the new King, shepherd boy piping merrily? Is He there at Bethlehem?’ 
‘I will find Him soon by the star shining brightly in the sky o’er Bethlehem.’ 

‘May I come with you, shepherd boy piping merrily, come with you to Bethlehem? 
Pay my homage too at the new King’s cradle, is it far to Bethlehem?’ 

Angels in the sky brought this message nigh: 
“Dance and sing for joy that Christ the infant King 

Is born this night in lowly stable yonder, born for you at Bethlehem.’

“Hallelujah”
Skyler Cumbia“The Lord’s Prayer”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel



Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around 
the weekly readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically 
based approach to worship can be strengthened and enhanced by the 
awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to meet 
God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 22: Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; 
Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45, (46-55). The sermon for next week, 
December 22  is “The Gift of Love.”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in honor of 

Virginia Darnell on her 99th birthday by the Mustard Seed Class 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.
church and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube. Sundays during Advent 
worship will be broadcast live in central VA on TV8.

Wireless personal receivers are available for hearing assistance in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards 
can be found at all Sanctuary entry doors. After the Anthem, children in grades 
1-3 are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower 
piano-side doors.  After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to 
their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. 
We are glad you are here!

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Tear off and share with a friend!

• RFBC Choir Christmas Caroling 
by Trolley | December 22 | 4:30 - 7 
p.m. | The RFBC choir will be caroling 
in the Fan and Musuem district 
neighborhoods. Check our website next 
week for a map of the route.

• December 29 | 9:45 a.m. | Join us 
for combined fellowship in Flamming 
Hall during the Sunday school hour 
on Sunday, December 29. The Adult 
Formation Team and Larry Allen will 
lead us in a time of fellowship and 
singing your favorite Christmas carols 
and hymns around the piano. This is 
for all ages and families are encouraged 
to bring their children! No adult or 
children’s SS Classes. Pre-K Childcare 
is available during the 11 a.m. worship 
only. There will be no 8:45 a.m. worship 
on January 29.

The church office and building 
will be closed December 25-27 and 
Wednesday, January 1, 2025.



LOVEJOY

HOPE PEACE

Advent events:

Scan the QR code to access a full list of 
Advent events and registration links. 

• Wednesday Night Activities: Dinner at 5 p.m., followed by 
engaging groups for all ages from 6-7 p.m. Scan the QR code to 
order your meal.

• Memorial Poinsettias for Advent Season are now on sale. They 
may be purchased for display during the season. The flowers will be 
distributed through our Congregational Care Team to homebound 
friends after Sunday evening services. For more information scan the 

QR code or contact Lisa Rahmlow, rahmlow@fbcrichmond.org, 804-358-5458 
ext 119.  Deadline to order is TODAY.

• Week of Prayer for the World | December 15-22 | This week, 
we’ve been praying for the work of missionaries who serve around 
the world. Please continue to pray for these faithful Christians, some 
of whom are serving in difficult, dangerous situations. To support 
their work financially, use the QR code or your gold mission offering envelope 
and designate your gift for World Missions.

• End of Year Giving – Update and Deadline | Thank you for your faithful 
generosity which makes it possible for this church to follow God’s call. With 
only 2 weeks remaining in 2024, we are still in need of approximately $383,947 
in gifts to make our goal. The end of the year is a great time to catch up on your 
gifts to church or to make an extra gift in honor or memory of a loved one. 
What better Christmas gift can you give to a family member or friend than a gift 
to your church in their name?!
To receive 2024 contribution credit for your gifts, please make all gifts
by Tuesday, December 31:
	 n By U.S. mail: postmarked by December 31, 2024
	 n Hand-delivered to the church reception desk: by Tuesday, December 
	 31 before 5 p.m.
	 n FBCnow app or at On-line FBCrichmond.org/GIVE: by midnight, 		
	 Tuesday, December 31
Please keep in mind that gifts of stock and donor-advised funds are greatly 
appreciated but do require a few days to process with your financial institution. 
Please plan ahead for these types of end of year gifts.

• Winter Bible Study | Starting Wednesday nights in January at 6 p.m.,  come 
for Bible study in Flaming Hall with Dr. Samuel Adams, Chair of Biblical Studies 
at Union Presbyterian Seminary. 

• Tackle Tax Time Like a Pro |  Join Ann Bey Wednesday nights in 
January from 6:15-7:15 p.m. for four FREE classes designed to improve 
your financial literacy and answer your questions. You are welcome 
to attend any or all the classes, depending on your interest. All classes 

will be repeated Wednesday nights in February, so if you can’t make one in 
January, you’ll get another chance in February! 
Scan QR code to learn more and register.

• Tell Me More Lunch | January 5 | 12:15 p.m. | Are you new to 
First Baptist? We would like to invite you to lunch and get to know 
you better! Come and get answers to...RFBC beliefs, RFBC mission 
and values, and how to connect to our community. 
Scan QR code to learn more and register.

• Retreat for High School Juniors and Seniors | January 10-12| 
Massanutten, VA | Cost is $50. The registration deadline is January 5.  
Scan QR code to learn more and register.

• College Retreat | January 12-14| Massanutten, VA | This retreat 
is open for all college-age students. Cost is $50. The registration 
deadline is January 5.  Scan QR code to learn more and register.

• Youth Christmas Pageant | 
TONIGHT | 6 p.m. | Join us in the 
sanctuary for this annual tradition. 
The youth will sing and present a 
lighthearted rendition of the Christmas 
story.

• One Accord Concert at Bruton 
Parish | December 17 | 8 p.m. |  One 
Accord will perform a candlelight 
concert in Colonial Williamsburg.  

• First Family Around the Fireplace 
| December 18 | 6 p.m. |  The RFBC 
family will gather at the hearth in 
Flamming Hall for a retelling of the 
Christmas story.

• Service of Remembrance | 
December 19 | 7 p.m. | Chapel |  Join 
us in remembering those who have died 
this year. 


