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Christ the King Sunday

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Piano Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 93) 	

Hymn No. 215, “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 

Children’s Sermon

Scripture Reading, Revelation 1:4b-8, (Pew Bible NT page 297)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 64, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (stanza 1)

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 354, “Praise Him! Praise Him!”

In today’s Gospel lesson Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate, the Governor of Judea, the representa-
tive of Tiberius Caesar, the Emperor of Rome. “Are you the king of the Jews?” Pilate asks. Be-
cause if Jesus answers yes he’s got a problem on his hands. He’s got to put down an insurrection: 
there can only be one king in the Roman Empire. But Jesus says, “My kingdom does not belong 
to this world.” And as soon as he says it, Pilate can relax. His only concern is the kingdom of this 
world. Sometimes we Christians behave like that, as if our only concern were the kingdom of this 
world. Shame on us. Are we following Jesus, or Caesar?	  				  
									                      	 —Jim Somerville
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JOYFUL SONG

Leader:	 The LORD is king; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he is girded with 		
strength. He has established the world; it shall never be moved;

People: 	 Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting.

Leader: 	 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves 		
of the sea, majestic on high is the LORD!

People: 	 Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits your house, O LORD, 			 
forevermore.

 “Thank You, Lord”



Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, John 18:33-37, (Pew Bible NT page 138)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 63, “Lead On, O King Eternal”

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Organ Postlude 
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“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Adult Choir

“Crown Imperial, Coronation March” 

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

Close Encounters:
An Encounter with Pontius Pilate

Please bring your pledge cards forward and place them on the communion table.

Crown Him the Lord of Love!  Behold His hands and side.
 Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:

 No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
 But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

 
Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne;

 Hark! how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own!
 Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,

 And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
 

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save;

His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

 
Congregation joins in singing: Crown Him the Lord of years: the potentate of time,

Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For Thou hast died for me;

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.

“Now Thank We All Our God”
First Ringers



• Youth Christmas Pageant | 
December 15 | 6 p.m. | Join us in the 
sanctuary for this annual tradition. 
The youth will sing and perform a 
lighthearted rendition of the christmas 
story.

• One Accord Concert at Bruton 
Parish | December 17 | 8 p.m. |  One 
Accord will perform a candle lit concert 
in Colonial Williamsburg.  

• First Family Around the Fireplace 
| December 18 | 6 p.m. |  The RFBC 
family will gather around the fireplace 
in Flamming Hall for a retelling of the 
christmas story.

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around 
the weekly readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically 
based approach to worship can be strengthened and enhanced by the 
awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to meet 
God and each other in worship each week.

Next Sunday, December 1 we begin the season of Advent which is the start of a 
new year in the Church calendar. 2024-2025 follows the Year C list of readings. 
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 1: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; and Luke 21:25-36. The sermon for next  week, December 
1 is “The Gift of Hope.”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Bertha R. and Oscar D. Pitts and Kay Long by the Pettigrew and Pusser families 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.
church and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube. This week’s Sunday wor-
ship will be broadcast in central VA on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for hearing assistance in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards 
can be found at all Sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology, children in 
grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and 
lower piano-side doors.  After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will 
return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. 
We are glad you are here!

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Tear off and share with a friend!



• TODAY is Commitment Sunday| Pledge cards were mailed the 
first week in November and are also avaliable today in the pews. 
Complete your 2025 pledge card and place it on the table at the 
front during the final hymn. Learn more about the 2025 budget 

and the available giving plans on our GIVE page. You can also complete your 
pledge card online. For more information scan the QR code.

•  Thanksgiving Dinner & Worship | Tuesday November 
26 | Dinner Seatings 5:30 & 7 p.m. | Service at 6 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary | Come celebrate a season of gratitude with your 
RFBC family. Please register for dinner so we can know how 
many people to expect!

•  Join the Women’s Choir for Thanksgiving | Tuesday, November 26 | 
You don’t have to be a choir member to join. Come to the music room in LL10 
at 6:00 p.m. to rehearse. Can’t wait to see you there! For more information 
contact Ruth Szucs.

• No Dinner or Wednesday Night activites this week, November 27. The 
building will be closed November 28-29. Happy Thanksgiving!  

• RFBC Preschool | Registration begins December 3 | Registration for 
the 2025-2026 School Year begins for current families and church members 
on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7 a.m. On our website there will be a link to 
register, beginning at 7 a.m.. Current families and church members have 
priority registration for 10 days. It is then opened to new families. Spaces are 
limited so we encourage families to apply when registration opens. Church 
members also receive 5% tuition discount.

• Memorial Poinsettias for Advent Season are now on sale. 
You can purchase in memory of a loved one and have it displayed 
during the season. The flowers will be distributed through our 
congregational care team to homebound friends after Sunday 
evening services. For more information, scan the QR code or contact Lisa 
Rahmlow, rahmlow@fbcrichmond.org, 804-358-5458 ext 119.

• Operation Joy |  Christmas assistance takes shape in a variety of ways. 
One of those ways is by offering Walmart gift cards to assist families in need 
who are referred to us by our partner agencies. This year, we’re collecting 
$35 Walmart gift cards for families and $20 Starbucks gift cards for teachers 
at Laburnum Elementary. You may leave the cards at the Mulberry reception 
desk or in Steve Blanchard’s mailbox.

•  Advent Book Study | “On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent 
Study” by Rob Fuquay. Books available for $12 each. Join a group 
Sunday mornings in-person or Sunday evenings online. For more 
information contact Allison Collier at collier@fbcrichmond.org. 
Books can be reserved with Kim Wicks and picked up on Sunday 

mornings in the Sanctuary Commons.

• “It’s a Joy!” Christmas Luncheon | Tuesday, December 10 
| 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. | $10 | Join us for fellowship and fun at FBC’s 
annual Adult Christmas Luncheon. Sign up online or at the front 
desk.

• New Year’s Resolution? Join a Running Team! Join the 
Richmond Road Runner’s Club Winter Training Team to be a part 
of an active, diverse, and fun community! This team will meet 
each Saturday in our church gym from December 7 – March 1. 

Participating in this team will allow you to reach the goal of running or 
walking a half or full marathon by the spring! Scan QR code to learn more and 
register.

LOVEJOY

HOPE PEACE

Advent events:
• Hanging of the Green | December 
1 | 6 p.m. | Join us at for a kid friendly 
service to decorate the sanctuary for 
the season! 

• Classics and Cocoa | December 2 | 
5:30 p.m.  Families and kids of all ages 
are invited to gather  in the courtyard 
for A Charlie Brown Christmas.

• Advent Contemplative Service 
| December 4 | 6 p.m.  Join us in the 
sanctuary to reflect on the season of 
Advent.
 
• Gingerbread Churches | December 
6 | 6 p.m. | RFBC Gym  Register online 
to reserve your space and gingerbread  
kit. Please bring candy to share. 

• Christmas Village| December 7 
| 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. |  Games, vendors, 
food, crafts, petting zoo, and more. 
Sign up with Steve Blanchard to 
volunteer.

Scan the QR code to access a full list of 
Advent events and registration links. 


