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December 1, 2024 | 11 a.m.
First Sunday of Advent

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 25) 	

Hymn No. 79, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Lighting the Candle of Hope

Children’s Sermon

Old Testament Reading, Jeremiah 33:14-16, (Pew Bible OT page 903)

Call to Prayer

The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which we have never 
seen before ...What is possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you. And 
you begin to grasp what it was you missed, like Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s 
[back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will be 
time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait. Something 
is on the horizon.	  				  
									                      	 —Jan L. Richardson

Lynn Turner

James Biery

Lynn Turner

VENI EMMANUEL

Laurie and Maddie Surles

Amanda Lott

Steve Blanchard

Francesca LaRosa

Leader:	 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.

People: 	 My God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies 		
exult over me.

Leader: 	 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are 		
wantonly treacherous.

People: 	 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.

Leader: 	 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you 		
I wait all day long.

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

“Blessed Are They Who Hope in the Lord”

Blessed are they who hope in the Lord, Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. 



Pastoral Prayer

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, Luke 21:25-36, (Pew Bible NT page 104)

Anthem

Sermon

The Celebration of Communion

Hymn No. 83, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction 

Congregational Response

Organ Postlude 

Robert Thompson

Collier Family

arr. Skyler Cumbia

VENI EMMANUEL

Allison Collier

Allison Collier

Patti Drennan

Jim Somerville

arr. Skyler Cumbia

HYFRYDOL

Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

Albert Hay Malotte

J.S. Bach

“Every Valley”
Adult Choir

“Awake, The Voice Is Calling Us”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*

A Gift to the City: Hope

“How Far Is It to Bethlehem”
Skyler Cumbia

Every valley shall be exalted,
Ev’ry mountain and hill made low,

The crooked straight and the rough places plain;
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed;

And all flesh shall see it together,
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

“Hallelujah”
Skyler Cumbia

“The Lord’s Prayer”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel



• Youth Christmas Pageant | 
December 15 | 6 p.m. | Join us in the 
sanctuary for this annual tradition. 
The youth will sing and perform a 
lighthearted rendition of the Christmas 
story.

• One Accord Concert at Bruton 
Parish | December 17 | 8 p.m. |  One 
Accord will perform a candle lit concert 
in Colonial Williamsburg.  

• First Family Around the Fireplace 
| December 18 | 6 p.m. |  The RFBC 
family will gather around the fireplace 
in Flamming Hall for a retelling of the 
Christmas story.

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around 
the weekly readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically 
based approach to worship can be strengthened and enhanced by the 
awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to meet 
God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 8: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; 
Philippians 1:3-11; and Luke 3:1-6. The sermon for next week, December 8  is “The 
Gift of Peace.”

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.
church and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube. Sundays during Advent 
worship will be broadcast live in central VA on TV8.

Wireless personal receivers are available for hearing assistance in the Sanctuary. 

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards 
can be found at all Sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology, children in 
grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and 
lower piano-side doors.  After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will 
return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. 
We are glad you are here!

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Tear off and share with a friend!



LOVEJOY

HOPE PEACE

Advent events:
• Hanging of the Green | 
TONIGHT! | December 1 | 6 p.m. | 
Join us at for a kid-friendly service to 
decorate the sanctuary for the season! 

• Classics and Cocoa | December 2 | 
5:30 p.m.  Families and kids of all ages 
are invited to gather  in the courtyard 
for A Charlie Brown Christmas.

• Advent Contemplative Service 
| December 4 | 6 p.m.  Join us in the 
chapel to reflect on the meaning of 
Advent.
 
• Gingerbread Churches | December 
6 | 6 p.m. | RFBC Gym  Register online 
to reserve your space and gingerbread  
kit. Please bring candy to share. 

• Christmas Village | December 7 
| 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. |  Games, vendors, 
food, crafts, petting zoo, and more. 
Sign up with Steve Blanchard to 
volunteer.

Scan the QR code to access a full list of 
Advent events and registration links. 

• RFBC Preschool | Registration begins December 3 | Registration for 
the 2025-2026 School Year begins for current families and church members 
on Tuesday, December 3 at 7 a.m. on the website. Spaces are limited so we 
encourage families to apply when registration opens. Church members also 
receive 5% tuition discount.

• Wednesday Night Activities: Dinner at 5 p.m. and groups for 
all ages from 6-7 p.m. Scan the QR code to order dinner.

• Memorial Poinsettias for Advent Season are now on sale. 
You can purchase in memory of a loved one and have it displayed 
during the season. The flowers will be distributed through our 
congregational care team to homebound friends after Sunday 
evening services. For more information, scan the QR code or contact Lisa 
Rahmlow, rahmlow@fbcrichmond.org, 804-358-5458 ext 119. Deadline to 
order is December 15.

• Operation Joy | This year for Christmas assistance we are offering 
Walmart gift cards to assist families in need who are referred to us by our 
partner agencies. We are collecting $35 Walmart gift cards for families and 
$20 Starbucks gift cards for teachers at Laburnum Elementary. You may leave 
the cards at the Mulberry reception desk or in Steve Blanchard’s mailbox.

•  Advent Book Study | “On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent 
Study” by Rob Fuquay. Join a group Sunday mornings in-person 
or Sunday evenings online. For more information contact Allison 
Collier at collier@fbcrichmond.org. 

• “It’s a Joy!” Christmas Luncheon | Tuesday, December 10 
| 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. | $10 | Join us for fellowship and fun at FBC’s 
annual Adult Christmas Luncheon. Sign up online or at the front 
desk. Deadline to register is TODAY!

• New Year’s Resolution? Join a Running Team! Join the 
Richmond Road Runner’s Club Winter Training Team to be a part 
of an active, diverse, and fun community! This team will meet each 
Saturday in our church gym begining at 7 a.m. from December 7- 

March 1. Participating in this team will allow you to reach the goal of running 
or walking a half or full marathon by the spring! Scan QR code to learn more 
and register.

• Year-End Gifts – Do you have an IRA?
As the season of giving approaches, many of you have asked me about ways 
to give to First Baptist Church. One highly effective method is giving through 
your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) Required Minimum Distributions 
(RMDs). This approach not only benefits the ministries and missions of First 
Baptist Church but may also offer significant tax advantages to you as the 
donor. To make a gift from your IRA to church, contact your IRA custodian 
to inform them of your intentions. They will provide the necessary forms and 
instructions to complete the transfer. 
You will need to give the following information to your IRA custodian:
Legal name: First Baptist Church
Legal Address: 2709 Monument Ave., Richmond, VA 23220
Federal tax ID number: 540515710
Please let us know about your generous gift so we can appropriately 
acknowledge your support and ensure it is directed according to your wishes.
Contact Donna Earley earley@fbcrichmond.org or 804-358-5458 x124.


