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Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

Jesus asked Blind Bartimaeus, “What do you want me to do for you?” Bartimaeus might have
said, “Isn’t it obvious? ’'m blind!” But our deepest needs are rarely our most obvious needs. After
Jesus healed him he said, “Go, your faith has made you well.” But Bartimaeus didn’t go. He came.
He fell in behind Jesus and followed him on the road toward Jerusalem as if his deepest needs
were only just beginning to be met. And maybe that’s why we follow, too. And maybe that’s why
we’re here today.

—Jim Somerville

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Allison Collier

Prelude “All Things Bright and Beautiful” arr. Brenda E. Austin
First Ringers

Call to Worship (from Psalm 34) Allison Collier

Leader: O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.
People: Isought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.
Leader:  Look to him, and be radiant, so your faces shall never be ashamed.

People: This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD and was saved from every
trouble.

Leader:  The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him and delivers them.

People: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.

Hymn No. 306, “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” MADRID
Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
Old Testament Reading, Job 42:12-17, (Pew Bible OT page 601) Juan Carlos Gascon, Jr
Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 395, “Open My Eyes, That | May See” (Stanza 1) SCOTT
Pastoral Prayer Chris Wondree
Hymn No. 280, “Speak, O Lord” SPEAK, O LORD

Living Generously Jim Somerville




Offertory “Prayer for Shalom” Kyle Pederson
One Accord

God, we ask you bring Shalom, so peace may dwell in every home;

Heal us all that we may know the holiness of your great Shalom.

To my friends and family, Shalom; to the strangers who [ see, Shalom;

To those I'll never meet, Shalom; to all humanity, Shalom.

We pray the world may be restored, full of grace and fully yours. Shalom.
To my enemy, | pray, Shalom; to the refugee, I pray, Shalom;

To heal the hurt that tears the soul; hold our hearts and don’t let go.

We pray the world may be restored, full of grace and fully yours. Shalom.
God'‘s peace to you, and grace and truth, a place where you will be made new.
I pray, Shalom to you, my friend. Shalom.

God we ask you bring Shalom, so peace made well in every home.

Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Lynn Turner
Gospel Reading, Mark 10:46-52, (Pew Bible NT page 57) Lynn Turner
Anthem “Arise and Rejoice” Mark Patteron

Adult Choir, Student Ensemble, and Handbells
Arise, O church, give thanks and sing! Arise, O church, let praises ring!
Arise, O church, and sing with joy to the Lord! Rejoice!
Arise, O church, and sing with joy to the Lord!

With each generation declaring God’s praise, Come celebrate the gifts of age and youth,
The wisdom of the years and faith renewed. Arise, O church, with heart and voice.
With praise to the Lord our God, arise and rejoice.

Let us worship with childlike wonder; Let us see God’s splendor anew.
Serving together with care and kindness,
Teach us, Lord, how to love the world like you.

Stir in us a deeper faith, O Lord, for the years to come,
That we may rise to Serve you more
And live a life by love transformed. In faith, O church, arise and sing!

Sermon Close Encounters: Jim Somerville
An Encounter with Blind Bartimaeus

Hymn No. 565, “God of Past, Who by Your Spirit” HYFRYDOL
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville

Organ Postlude “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” arr. Johann Walther




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened
and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, November 3, All Saints Sunday: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a;
John 11:32-44.The sermon for next week, November 3, “An Encounter with Grief and Loss”
is based on John 11:32-44.
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Taylor I. Grubb, Sr. and Betty Delano Grubb by Taylor and Ellen Grubb
Christopher Allen Johnson by the Johnson family
Mrs. Dorothy Marshall by the Marshall family
Flowers are also given in honor of Dickie Hamilton in celebration of
his 103 birthday on October 25 by Cynia Katsorelos.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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o RFBC Helene Response: Steve Blanchard
and a team of volunteers returned from
Damascus, Va. last week. There are plans to
send another team in November and a van with
more supplies later this month. During our FREE piano
concert on November 3, we will collect a love offering

to assist those affected by these hurricane disasters. On
Sunday, November 10 at 5 p.m., the church will gather in
LL-35 to assemble disaster relief buckets. All are welcome
and encouraged to attend.

e VACCINE CLINIC POSTPONED TO
November 3 | Flamming Hall | 11 a.m. .
- 1:30 p.m. | The clinic originally planned ik
for October 20 was cancelled. Scan the

QR code to register by October 29 so we can plan
accordingly for the new date.

» Wednesday Night Activities: Dinner at
5 p.m. and groups for all ages from 6-7 p.m.
Scan the QR code to order dinner.

« Join the Community Ringers | Thursdays |

11: 30a.m.—12:15 p.m. | October 10—November 14

| January 23—February 27 | April 24—May 22 | This
adult group meets to ring bells together. The requirement
is simple—to enjoy being in community. From the
nonmusical reader and ringer to the seasoned musician,
everyone has a place. This is not a performing group,
which adds to the feeling of freedom for those who want
to try something new without pressure. Contact Ruth
Szucs for info: szues@fbcrichmond.org

e ONE in Christ: A post-election prayer service |

A reminder that, regardless of how we voted, we are one
in the bond of love. Join us in the RFBC Chapel at 6
p-m. on Wednesday, November 6. Dr. Somerville will
lead us in prayer and reflection on our true citizenship in
God’s Kingdom.

-

e Operation Joy | Christmas assistance takes shape in a
variety of ways. One of those ways is by offering Walmart
gift cards to assist families in need who are referred to

us by our partner agencies. This year, we’re collecting

$35 Walmart gift cards for families and $20 Starbucks
gift cards for teachers at Laburnum Elementary. You may
leave the cards at the Mulberry reception desk or in Steve
Blanchard’s mailbox.

¢ Quarterly Business meeting | Wednesday, October
30| 6-7 p.m. | Flamming Hall | The meeting is a time for
celebrating new members and discussing church business.

e Newcomers Class | November 3| 9:45 a.m. |
McDaniel Room or online | Join us to learn more
about becoming a member at RFBC. Email Kim Wicks,
wicks@fbcrichmond.org to recieve a zoom link.

e November Book Study | November 3 | 9:45 a.m.
During the month of November, join us on Sunday
mornings in 240G for a study led by Scott
McKee. The book is If You Want to Walk on
Water, You‘ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by
John Ortberg. A limited number of books is
available at no cost.

e Advent Art | Wednesday night breakout group |
November 6, 13, 20 | Cost $10 total | Space limited
to 15| Room 210 B | Join us as we create Hymnal
wreaths and scented soy candles. Signups required so we
have enough supplies! Contact Allison Collier for more
information: collier@fbcrichmond.org

e Student Fall Retreat | Theme: Thankful
November 22-24 | 6-12 graders from

6 different local congregations will gatherat
Camp Willow Run in North Carolina. Cost is
$105/student with scholarships available. Scan the QR
code to sign up. Registration ends November 10.
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Experience the glorious,souof 4 pianos, 8 pianists, and 16 talented hands

fromithe musicia
-

,. T

, / IVE

-

FEATURING A MIXTURE OF GENRES FROM CLASSICAL LITERATURE, HYMNS, AND SPIRITUALS

f Richmond's First Baptist Church

S SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
5P.M. | FREE
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