
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Gifts Descriptions 
 

▪ Administration is a gift that provides the ability to govern, pilot, direct or steer.  When directions are set 

by leadership, this person can help accomplish the job efficiently. 
 

▪ Apostleship is the ability to establish and strengthen churches.  Those with this gift are able to 

communicate across cultural barriers and plant churches where there is no knowledge of the gospel.  Two 

roles for this gift are international church planting and overseer for the churches. 
 

▪ Compassion/Mercy shows compassion, love and care to those in need.  This gift transcends both natural 

human sympathy and normal Christian concern, enabling one to sense in others a wide range of emotions 

and then provide a supportive ministry of caring and intercessory prayer.  Those with this gift are led by 

God to be compassionate in attitudes, words and actions. 
 

▪ Discernment is a gift to be able to distinguish between right and wrong, good and evil. It is having a logical, 

judicial ability to think through issues. 
 

▪ Evangelism is the gift given by God to share the Gospel.  It is a special ability to lead unconverted persons 

to a saving knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The person with this gift has the wisdom to know 

when, who, and how to invite persons into the Kingdom of God.   
 

▪ Exhortation/Encouragement is the gift of being able to encourage others by well timed and wise 

counsel.  An element of this gift provides the ability to point those being encouraged to the future to 

motivate them toward change. 
 

▪ Faith involves a prompting from God to trust Him for the supernatural, to continue even when there are 

difficult circumstances.  It is a gift is an extraordinary confidence in God that is unshakable by situations, 

pain, apparent failure, or ridicule.   
 

New Testament Listing of Spiritual Gifts  

Romans  

12:4-8 

1 Corinthians  

12:4-11 

1 Corinthians  

12:27-30 

Ephesians  

4:7-12 

Prophecy Prophecy Prophecy Prophecy 

Serving    

Teaching  Teaching Teaching 

Exhortation    

Giving    

Leadership    
Compassion /Mercy     

 Healing Healing  

 Miracles  Miracles   

 Tongues Tongues  

 Interpretation Interpretation  

 Wisdom   

 Knowledge   

 Faith   

 Discernment    

  Apostleship Apostleship 

  Helps  

  Administration  

   Evangelism 

   Pastoring 



▪ Giving empowers one in a sensitive way to detect material or financial needs and meet those needs with 

Spirit inspired generosity.  It implies the giving of yourself with the gift.  Recipients of help from Christians 

with this gift have a clear sense that God has provided, not man.  
 

▪ Healing is a gift which enables one to function as an instrument of God's healing grace in the lives of 

hurting people.  The gifts of healings (double plural in the Greek text) include miraculous healing of the 

body, the mind, the emotions, and relationships.  There is a deep understanding that they do not have a 

personal power to heal anyone, but that they have been given a great conviction to pray for healing and to 

believe in God’s power. 
 

▪ Helps is helping/giving assistance, participating, and exchange between the helper and the person being 

helped.  This gift enables one to assist people in skilled ways that are supernaturally enhanced by the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit.  The helper also receives a blessing. 
 

▪ Knowledge is to “know” something experientially, intuitively and in the present.  One with this gift has an 

ability to remember Scripture or to know a fact or truth about a person or situation revealed directly by the 

Holy Spirit.  A person with this gift has the desire to seek out, investigate and personally experience the 

meaning of God’s word. 
 

▪ Leadership in the Greek is actually "he who provides leadership in giving aid".  These go first and lead by 

example, so that others are motivated to follow.  (1Cor 11:1)  Those with the gift of leadership are quick to 

identify problems and show by doing how to minister to those in need.  A leader has a vision and gives 

direction and oversight to an organization.   
 

▪ Miracles are a gift where one has a deep sensitivity to God’s will in a situation and a deep belief in God’s 

ability to fulfill His will.  They know where man’s ability ends, God’s supernatural ability takes over. 
 

▪ Pastoring is the ministry to "shepherd" an individual or community of Christian believers.  One with this 

gift spiritually cares for and “oversees” the local “flock” of Christians.  This gift is a special passion and 

empowering to lead people into green pastures, steer others away from danger, fight off predators, and bind 

up wounds.  
 

▪ Prophecy is perceiving and speaking the message of God with clarity, creativity, and power.  The primary 

ministry in this gift is not prediction, but in confronting people with the truth about God and man--with 

conviction and repentance as the result.  One with this gift has a keen awareness of current events and the 

cultural implications of not following God’s word.   
 

▪ Serving is a gift which expresses the love of Christ by taking care of lowly or time-consuming tasks to 

allow others to be more effective ministers.  Similar to the gift of Helps, but here the work performed is 

menial rather than skilled.  Those with this gift are the truest and highest leaders in the church. 
 

▪ Teaching is the ability to instruct believers in the Word of God.  One with this gift is able to communicate 

the truths of the scriptures so that those that heard put it into practice. 
 

▪ Tongues enable some Christians (1 Cor 12:30) to praise God either in another language not learned (Acts 

2) or in ecstatic utterance which is not an earthly language (1 Cor 14).  In either case, one's prayer is directed 

to God, not to other people (1 Cor 14:2).   
 

▪ Interpretation of Tongues is required if speaking in tongues is exercised publicly in a loud voice.  This 

gift allows one to declare to others the intent or meaning of the public ecstatic utterance, so that the entire 

Body is built up. 
 

▪ Wisdom is the thought process that takes the scriptures and makes an intelligent application to a life 

situation..  This gift enables one to make scriptural truths relevant and practical in everyday living and 

decision making.  This gift is useful in directing the Body in what to do next; in making God's will known. 


