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Preparation For Worship

Last Sunday’s sermon felt so preachy! It was all about “taming the tongue,” and it got very
specific, with practical instructions about what to say and what not to say. But as one of my
colleagues said, “James is kind of preachy.” Yes, he is. He’s writing to people who are trying
to figure out how to live their lives in a new place under new circumstances. He wants them to
get it right. In today’s reading (James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a) he talks about wisdom, which seems to
be all about making good choices. It raises questions about the kinds of choices we make, and
why we make them. What about you? What is your ultimate goal? How do you plan to get

there?
—Jim Somerville
The Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley
Piano Prelude “More Love to Thee” arr. Eunice Kim
Call to Worship (from Psalm 1) John Ng’ang’a

Leader:  Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that
sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,

People: But their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate
day and night.

Leader:  They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its
season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

People: For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.

Hymn No. 285, “God of Grace and God of Glory” CWM RHONDDA

Parent/Child Dedication Jim Somerville and

Amanda Lott
Ella Catherine Wondree, born July 17,2020

Micah Christopher Wondree, born July 17,2020
Daughter and Son of Lacey and Chris Wondree

Gospel Reading, Mark 9:30-37, (Pew Bible NT page 55) Deborah Wotsa




Call to Prayer “Blessed Are They Who Hope in the Lord” Francesca LaRosa

Blessed are they who hope in the Lord. Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.

Pastoral Prayer Lynn Turner
Hymn No. 532, “Hands of Blessing” ELLESDIE
Sharing the Faith Jay Styles
Offertory “Near to the Heart of God/Children of the Heavenly Father” arr. Brant Adams

Stephanie Ransome, oboe

Doxology, Hymn No. 706 OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page*
Dedication of Gifts Phil Mitchell
Epistle Reading, James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a, (Pew Bible NT page 279) Polly Hamel
Anthem “I Will Be a Child of Peace” Elaine Hagenberg
Adult Choir

O Holy Father I will be a child of peace and purity
For well | know Thy hand will bless the seeker after righteousness.

Sermon James Really Works: Jim Somerville
Drawing Near to God

Hymn No. 383, “Near to the Heart of God” McAFEE
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville

Organ Postlude “Rondeau” Henry Purcell




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened
and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, September 29: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James 5:13-20; Mark
9:38-50. The sermon for next week, September 29, “Caring for the Family” is based on James 5:13-20.
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Robert (Bob) Vance by Barbara Vance

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the
Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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* Divorce Recovery Fall Workshop
begins tonight! Sundays, September
22-November 10, 2024 | Eight consecutive
Sunday sessions from 5-7:30 p.m. | Flamming
Hall | The cost is $85. For more information, please
call 804-358-5458 x118 or email Kim McIntosh,
mcintosh@fbcrichmond.org.

e Week of Prayer for Virginia Missions

and the Alma Hunt Mission Offering |

September 15-22 | “Mission: Willing”

= Today: Support the many mission

projects of Virgina Baptists by giving to the Alma
Hunt Mission Offering. Scan the QR Code or use
your gold offering envelope; designate your gift for
Alma Hunt Mission Offering.

m * Wednesday nights are back! Join us
for dinner at 5 p.m. in Flamming Hall and
activities for all ages at 6 p.m. Scan the QR
code to place your dinner order.

e Calling All Men The men’s ministry at
RFBC is excited about its upcoming Fall
events and invites you to join the fun!
The goal of this ministry is to provide
opportunities for men centered around fellowship,
study, and service. Please sign up below for each event
you plan to attend.
= Monthly Small Group | First Tuesdays (beginnng
October 1| 8 a.m. | Panera Bread, Willow Lawn
= Bed Build | October 26 | 9 a.m. - Noon
= Annual Prayer Breakfast | November 16 | 8:30-
10:30 a.m. | Cost is $8.

o CARITAS Furniture Drive - September 28
CANCELLED

The in-person RFBC furniture drive has been cancelled,
however if you have items you would like to donate,
call the CARITAS furniture bank at 804-358-0964.
Furniture, bedding, pots, pans, and silverware are
accepted. Must be in good shape with no stains, tears,
damage, or pet hair. Donations must be scheduled to be
dropped off at CARITAS.

» A Day of Golf = The Summer of a Lifetime |

It’s time for the 2024 Annual Camp Alkulana Golf
Tournament! Since 2005, we have gathered at a
Richmond-area golf course in October to spend a day
supporting the mission of Camp Alkulana. Please join
us on October 7 at The Richmond Country Club! Visit
alkulana.org to sign up! Don’t golf? Support the cause
with one of the sponsorship opportunities.

* RFBC Messengers Please contact Kim Wicks
at wicks@fbcrichmond.org or 804-358-5458 x122 to
represent RFBC as a messenger at one or both of these
associational meetings:
= River City Faith Network Annual Meeting | Sunday,
October 20 | 3 p.m. | River City Faith Network Office.
Visit richmondbaptist.org/annualmeeting for
details.
= Baptist General Association of Virginia Annual
Meeting | November 11-13 | First Baptist Church of
Alexandria. Visit meeting.bgav.org for details.

* Have you Found Your Place at Richmond’s First
Baptist Church? Scan the QR code to take
our quick and easy survey to determine how
your interests and gifts align with the needs
and ministries of our church.

Fall Spiritual Retreat at Roslyn

Saturday, October 12 | 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. “God is—How We Embody the Art of Being,” Led by Rev. Jennifer
Collins, a board certified chaplain (APC) with 14 years experience with Johnston-Willis and Chippenham hospitals.
Rev. Collins is currently a pastoral counselor with Shepherd’s Staff Ministry specializing in grief, family systems,
parenting, mentoring, and trauma. Registration closes September 29. Cost: $30, includes continental breakfast and
lunch. If you are in need of a scholarship, contact Lynn Turner at turner@fbcrichmond.org or
804-358-5458 x139. Scan the QR code to register, or use the FBCNow! app.

EMBODYING THE ART OF
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