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September 1, 2024 | 11 a.m.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Piano Prelude		

Call to Worship (Psalm 15, NRSV) 	

Hymn No. 307, “All Creatures of Our God and King”

Gospel Reading, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 (Pew Bible NT page 51)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 413, “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” (Stanza 1)

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 649, “Christ, You Call Us All to Service”

Today we begin a five-week journey through the letter of James, who is famous for saying 
“Faith without works is dead” (2:26). You could argue with that. Paul might. He might say, 
“It is by grace that you have been saved, through faith, and not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the author of Ecclesiastes might say (he might…this isn’t really 
in the Bible), “There is a time for faith and there is a time for works.” If so, then this month of 
September, when everybody is going back to school and back to work; this Labor Day 
weekend, when we celebrate the social and economic achievement of workers; might be the 
perfect time to put our faith to work, and bring ourselves and the church to life. 		
	 —Jim Somerville

Ruth Szucs

arr. Eunice Kim
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LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Amanda Lott

REST

Lynn Turner

IN BABILONE

“In Moments Like These”

Leader:	 O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill? 

People: 	 Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right and speak the truth from 		
their heart; 

Leader: 	 Who do not slander with their tongue and do no evil to their friends nor heap 			
shame upon their neighbors; 

People: 	 In whose eyes the wicked are despised but who honor those who fear the 		
LORD; who stand by their oath even to their hurt; 

Leader:	 Who do not lend money at interest and do not take a bribe against the innocent.  

Unison: 	 Those who do these things shall never be moved.	



Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Epistle Reading, James 1:17-27, (Pew Bible NT page 277)

Anthem

Sermon

The Celebration of Communion

Hymn No. 263, “To Worship, Work, and Witness” 

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Congregational Response

Organ Postlude 

Ed Poe
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“Lord, Make Me An Instrument”
Elise Cumbia, soloist

“The Lord’s Prayer”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

James Really Works:
Doing the Word

“A Prayer for Humility”
Adult Choir

Mighty God and gentle Lamb, Lord of all creation,
How long to know you, how we long to serve you,

Help us now to love you even more.
 

Give us humble hearts to praise you
And listening ears to hear your voice,

Willing hands to serve you, thankful spirits to rejoice.
Lord of all, we adore you and we bring this prayer before you:

Create in us humble hearts.
 

When our thoughts turn proud,
Remind us of the grace you freely give.
When we lose our way, Lord, find us,

Draw us close to you again.

“Allegro”

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

“Communion”



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Michael Lacy, Compassion Ministry Assistant

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

Rodney Macklin, Audio/Video Production Technician

The Ministry of Support
Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development

Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, September 8: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; James 2:1-10, 
(11-13), 14-17; Mark 7:24-37. The sermon for next week, September 8, “Making No Distinctions” 

is based on James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17.
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Buddy Hamilton by Cynia Katsorelos 

John N. Katsorelos by Cynia Katsorelos 

Stafford and Binns families by Virginia Ferguson 
 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



  

Find Your Place at RFBC. Try the choir 
for the semester, September through 
December! They meet Wednesdays,  
from 7:15-8:30 p.m. Contact Phil Mitchell  
at mitchell@fbcrichmond.org to learn 
more. You’ll be glad you did!

• Divorce Recovery Fall Workshop (Limited 
Enrollment) |Sundays, September 22-November 
10, 2024 | Eight consecutive Sunday sessions from 
5-7:30 p.m. | Flamming Hall | The cost with pre-
registration is $75 by September 20, $85 after.
We welcome the young and elementary school-age 
children of our participants: we provide child care 
for babies through pre-school age children and we 
offer age-appropriate activities and programming for 
kindergarteners through 5th graders. These offerings 
are FREE and your child will be provided snacks or a 
light meal. For more information, please call 804-
358-5458 x118 or email Kim McIntosh.

• Wednesday nights are back beginning 
September 11! We’re so excited to fully reopen 
RFBC’s doors and enjoy our beautiful new spaces. Join 
us for dinner at 5 p.m. in Flamming Hall and activities 
for all ages at 6 p.m.

• A Day of Golf = The Summer of a 
Lifetime | It’s time for the 2024 Annual Camp 
Alkulana Golf Tournament! Since 2005, 

we have gathered at a Richmond-area golf course 
in October to spend a day supporting the mission of 
Camp Alkulana. Please join us on October 7 at the The 
Richmond Country Club! Scan the QR code today to 
sign up. Don’t golf? Support the cause with one of the 
sponsorship opportunities.

ONESUNDAY 2024: Join us for a ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:15 a.m. as we officially unveil the new Gathering 
Spaces. Head over to the Ministry Fair at 9:30 a.m. Stay for a combined worship service at 11 and then a delicious 
meal afterwards. Be sure to place your food order in advance by scanning the QR code above. There will be no Sunday 
School service that day for children, youth, or adults, but child care will be available at 9:30 a.m. through worship time. 

Have you Found Your Place at Richmond’s First Baptist Church? Scan the QR code at right to take our quick 
and easy survey to determine how your interests and gifts align with the needs and ministries of our church. Bring 
your results to the Ministry Fair to receive your FREE donut—our thanks to you for filling out the survey!

ORDER 
LUNCH 
HERE

•  LOVE WHERE YOU WORK: Come join our 
team! We are seeking to fill two part-time positions in 
Children and Student ministry:

	� Children’s Ministry Associate
	� Student Ministry Associate

Want to talk about it? Send a resume and cover letter 
to wicks@fbcrichmond.org. For more details, visit 
fbcrichmond.org/about/careers/

	� We’re also hiring a salad bar attendant. Contact Tim 
Powitz at powitz@fbcrichmond.org for info. 

 
• Thank you to everyone 
who donated to our 
Back2School backpack 
and school supply drive. 
We’ve received 69 gifts 
totaling $4,897.50 so far! 


