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August 25, 2024 | 11 a.m.
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Organ Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 84, NRSV) 	

Hymn No. 13, “All Glory Be to God on High” 

Children’s Sermon

Gospel Reading, John 6:56-63, (Pew Bible NT page 120)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 392, “Open Our Eyes” 

I was in Paris a few weeks ago, looking across the Seine at the repairs being made to the 	
Cathedral of Notre Dame, a job that has been going on for roughly five years and is 		
expected to cost a total of 767 million dollars. That’s a lot of money, and you might wonder 	
where it’s going to come from. The answer is that it has already come from 340,000 donors 	
in 150 countries, and the total amount of money that has been raised is 928 million dollars. 
If Judas Iscariot could comment he might say, “Why wasn’t this money given to the poor?” 	
(John 12:5). It’s a good question. But if Jesus could answer he might say, “Because this is 	
one of the ways people show their love for God: through an opulence and extravagance
that exceeds all reason. They seem to want places of worship to be glorious simply because
God is glorious.”
									                      	 —Jim Somerville
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OPEN OUR EYES

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Leader:	 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 

People: 	 My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and 		
my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

Leader: 	 Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 			 
may lay her young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

People: 	 Happy are those who live in your house,
 	 Ever singing your praise.



Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No.302, “Come Away from Rush and Hurry” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

Epsitle Reading, Ephesians 6:13-20, (Pew Bible NT page 239)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 262, “I Love Thy Kingdom” 

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Organ Postlude 

Allison Collier

PROMISE
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ST. THOMAS
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Peter Prelleur

“Upon This Rock”
Chrystal McKee, soloist

“Voluntary III”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

You Are the One:
The Legacy

“Come Dwell in Solomon’s Walls”
Adult Choir

When the final timber lay ‘gainst the measured stones,
With the doorposts in their place overlaid with gold,

The Lord appeared to Solomon, blessing all the house,
The temple of the ark of God, pure and whole. 

Come dwell in Solomon’s walls,
Come and dwell in the house of the Lord.

Where the humble bow down seeking wisdom and strength,
For the Lord dwells within and heals their land.

Come dwell in Solomon’s walls,
Come and dwell in the house of the Lord,

Where wisdom and righteousness, justice and holiness,
Join at the feet of God. 

When the people of this house kneel and humbly pray,
When they turn from dark to light and your will obey,

O Lord of heaven and Lord of earth, Show favor on this house,
And heal, restore, forgive, and bless, Lord, we pray.



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

The Ministry of Support
Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development

Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Michael Lacy, Student Ministry Assistant
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, September 1: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27;
 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23. The sermon for next week, September 1, “Doing the Word” is based on 

James 1:17-27.
Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Al Astle by Glen and Julia Scott 

Governor John N. Dalton by Joe Christopher 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



  

Find Your Place at RFBC. Try the choir 
for the semester, September through 
December! They meet Wednesdays,  
from 7:15-8:30 p.m. Contact Phil Mitchell  
at mitchell@fbcrichmond.org to learn 
more. You’ll be glad you did!

• Classic Thursdays in August: Celebrate summer 
with outdoor movies every Thursday at dusk (8 p.m.) 
in the Courtyard on Monument Avenue. Our remaining 
featured movie will be Sully (08/29).

• August is National Make-A-Will Month: a 
month-long event dedicated to the importance of 
creating a plan for the future, not just for yourself and 
those you love, but potentially for Richmond’s First 
Baptist Church as well. Everyone needs a will, whether 
they’re 18 or 80. Take this month to find some peace of 
mind in planning for the future. Contact Donna Earley 
at earley@fbcrichmond.org  if you need help finding 
free resources or recommended estate attorneys.

• Divorce Recovery Fall Workshop (Limited 
Enrollment) |Sundays, September 22-November 
10, 2024 | Eight consecutive Sunday sessions from 
5-7:30 p.m. | Flamming Hall | The cost with pre-
registration is $75 by September 20, $85 after.
 
We welcome the young and elementary school-age 
children of our participants: we provide child care 
for babies through pre-school age children and we 
offer age-appropriate activities and programming for 
kindergarteners through 5th graders. These offerings 
are FREE and your child will be provided snacks or a 
light meal. For more information, please call 804-
358-5458 x118 or email Kim McIntosh.

ONESUNDAY 2024: Join us for a ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:15 a.m. as we officially unveil the new Gathering 
Spaces. Head over to the Ministry Fair at 9:30 a.m. Stay for a combined worship service at 11 and then a delicious 
meal afterwards. Be sure to place your food order in advance by scanning the QR code above. There will be no Sunday 
School service that day for children, youth, or adults, but child care will be available at 9:30 a.m. through worship time. 

Have you Found Your Place at Richmond’s First Baptist Church? Scan the QR code at right to take our quick 
and easy survey to determine how your interests and gifts align with the needs and ministries of our church. Bring 
your results to the Ministry Fair to receive your FREE donut—our thanks to you for filling out the survey!

ORDER 
LUNCH 
HERE

•  LOVE WHERE YOU WORK: Come join our 
team! We are seeking to fill two part-time positions in 
Children and Student ministry:

	� Children’s Ministry Associate
	� Student Ministry Associate

Want to talk about it? Send a resume and cover letter 
to wicks@fbcrichmond.org. For more details, visit 
fbcrichmond.org/about/careers/

	� We’re also hiring a salad bar attendant. Contact Tim 
Powitz at powitz@fbcrichmond.org for info. 

 
• Thank you to everyone 
who donated to our 
Back2School backpack 
and school supply drive. 
We’ve received 69 gifts 
totaling $4,897.50 so far! 


