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August 11, 2024 | 11 a.m.
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation			 

Organ Prelude		

Call to Worship (from Psalm 34, NRSV) 	

Hymn No. 341, “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Parent Child Dedication
	 Westley Thomas Thevathasan, born April 10, 2024
	 son of Darius and Grace Thevathasan

Scripture Reading, 1 Kings 19:4-8, (Pew Bible OT page 404)

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 72, “Day by Day” (stanza 1)

I love that story from 1 Kings about the time Elijah was running for his life from Queen Jezebel 
and ended up sitting under a broom tree in the middle of the desert where he prayed that God 
would take his life. He was so discouraged. So depressed. He fell asleep in the shade of that tree 
and when he woke up he found a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of water. An angel 
encouraged him to eat and drink. He did, and then “he went in the strength of that food forty 
days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.” In today’s reading from John 6 Jesus 
reminds us again that he is the Bread of Life. How far do you think you could go on the 
strength of that food?						    
             	     								        —Jim Somerville

Ruth Szucs

Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

Ruth Szucs

DIX

Jim Somerville and
Lynn Turner

Emma Tilley

BLOTT EN DAG

Leader:	 I will bless the LORD at all times;
	 His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

People: 	 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be glad. 			 
Magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. 

Leader: 	 I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 	
	 This poor soul cried and was heard by the LORD and was saved from every 			 

trouble.

People: 	 O taste and see that the LORD is good;
	 Happy are those who take refuge in him.

“How the Mighty Have Fallen”



Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 66, “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 

Sharing the Faith

Offertory

Doxology, Hymn No. 706

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, John 6:35, 45-51 (Pew Bible NT page 119)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 41, “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

The Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Organ Postlude 

Matthew Hensley

RESIGNATION

Irina Halder

Benjamin Harlan

OLD 100TH

Allison Collier

Allison Collier

Fransesca LaRosa

Jim Somerville

WELLESLEY

Jim Somerville

Jim Somerville

Ronald Arnatt

“With the Lord There is Mercy”
Sean Rodgers, soloist

“Fanfare for Trumpet”

Children are invited to exit the Sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

You Are the One:
The Fugitive

“Make a Joyful Noise”
Adult Choir

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Come before his presence,

Come before his presence with singing.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Come before his presence with joyful singing.

Know ye the Lord is God; He hath made us.
We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with Thanksgiving
And into his courts with praise.

Be thankful unto him and bless his name.
For the Lord is good, his mercy everlasting.

His truth endureth to all generations.



The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Dr. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communication
Emma Tilley, Graphic Design and Communication Associate

The Ministry of Support
Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development

Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

Deaf Mission at Richmond
Rev. Dirk Hill, Pastor

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Michael Lacy, Student Ministry Assistant
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings 
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship can be strengthened 

and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family as we ready ourselves to 
meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, August 18: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58.
The sermon for next week, August 18, “The Fugitive” is based on 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of 

Christine and Norman Graham by Glenn Graham 

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

*We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found at all Sanctuary 
entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather at the 

Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!



• August marks the beginning 
of National Make-A-Will 
Month: a month-long event 
dedicated to the importance of 
creating a plan for the future, 
not just for yourself and those 
you love, but potentially for 
Richmond’s First Baptist 
Church as well. By taking the 
time this month to prepare your will, 
you can accomplish the following:

	� Security: Creating your will allows you to 
communicate important financial and healthcare 
decisions, so you and your loved ones are prepared 
for whatever the future may hold.

	� Peace of mind: A will allows you to provide for the 
people (and pets!) you love, so they will always be 
supported.

	� Impact: By including an optional planned gift in 
your will, you can continue to support the causes 
you believe in and that line up with your values.

Everyone needs a will, whether they’re 18 or 80. Take 
this month to find some peace of mind in planning 
for the future. Contact Donna Earley at earley@
fbcrichmond.org  if you need help finding free 
resources or recommended estate attorneys.

• We are sad to report that Dirk Hill, pastor of 
the Deaf Ministry of First Baptist Church, will be 
leaving his position at the end of August. Dirk’s 
wife, Laura, has accepted a wonderful position as Early 
Childhood/Elementary School Assistant Principal at the 
Indiana School for the Deaf. We are deeply grateful for 
Dirk’s five years of service and leadership of the Deaf 
Ministry. Please pray for Laura and Dirk as they sell 
their house and start new jobs in Indianapolis.

• There’s something for everyone in our 
Summer Small Groups! Scan the QR code 
or visit bit.ly/3wCZ3H9 for the FIND MY 

GROUP feature to sign up!  There’s still time to take 
part. Here are some upcoming options:

	� Finger Labyrinths | Lakewood Manor | August 
14 and 20 at 2 p.m. | Limit 8 - Sign up today using 
Lakewood’s app, Uniguest!

	� Following Rabbi Jesus | August 28 | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(transportation provided, bring your lunch)

	� ONLINE: Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God | 
Zoom | Wednesdays in August | 7 p.m. | Join an 
online group to read and discuss theological themes 
from this book by Brian Zahnd. Participants will 
need to purchase their own copy of the book and 
will be sent a zoom link for weekly discussions 
in August with Allison Collier. To register: Email 
wicks@fbcrichmond.org and we can add you to 
the email list to receive the link and any updates! 

• Classic Thursdays in August: Celebrate summer 
with outdoor movies every Thursday beginning 
August 8 at dusk (8 p.m.) in the Courtyard on 
Monument Avenue. Our featured movies will be 
Inside Out (08/15), Sleepless in Seattle (08/22), and 
Sully (08/29). 

• We are in need of books for the Little Libraries at 
Gilpin Court: Little Golden Books, I Can Read! (Levels 1, 
2, & 3), and other books for boys and girls, from babies to 
3rd/4th grade. New or used books are welcome!

ONESUNDAY 2024: Join us for a ribbon cutting ceremony at 9:15 a.m. as we officially unveil the new Gathering 
Spaces. Head over to the Ministry Fair at 9:30 a.m. Stay for a combined worship service at 11 and then a delicious 
meal afterwards. Be sure to place your food order in advance by scanning the QR code. There will be no Sunday School 
service that day for children, youth, or adults, but child care will be available at 9:30 a.m. through worship time. Stay 
tuned for more details. We’re excited about this very special day and can’t wait to see you there!


