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March 17, 2024 | 11 a.m.
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

God said, “This is the brand-new covenant that I will make with Israel when the time comes. I
will put my law within them—write it on their hearts!—and be their God. And they will be my
people. They will no longer go around setting up schools to teach each other about God. They’ll
know me firsthand, the dull and the bright, the smart and the slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for
each of them. I’ll forget they ever sinned!” 

—Jeremiah 31:33-34, The Message

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation

Piano Prelude, “Restore My Joy”

Call to Worship (from Psalm 51, NRSV)

Hymn No. 2, “Come, Thou Almighty King”

Greetings

The Gospel, John 12:20-26, (Pew Bible NT page 130)

Call To Prayer 

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 477, “We Are Called to Be God’s People”

Leader:    Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
                 According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

People:    Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
                 Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
   
Leader:    Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

People:    Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
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ITALIAN HYMN

Patrick Jackson
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EVERLASTING LOVE

Robert Thompson

AUSTRIAN HYMN

“I Am His and He Is Mine”
Adult Choir



Sharing The Faith

Offertory

Doxology

Dedication of Gifts

Old Testament Lesson, Jeremiah 31:31-34, (Pew Bible OT page 899) 

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 507, “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

Staff Recognition

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude, “Nothing Will Separate Me From God”

Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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 Youth Worship Arts Team
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I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN

Charles Tilley

Jim Somerville
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Johann Sebastian Bach

Praise the Lord, our God, forever. Let us rejoice with heart and voice, 
and sing His praise forevermore. The Lord in Zion ever reigns 

and o’er the land His rule He does maintain. O praise, O praise. 
With joy let all our alleluias ring. Sing praise unto the Lord forever. 

O praise the Lord forevermore.

“Take My Life”
Stephanie Ransome, Ruth Szucs, Phil Mitchell, and Richard Szucs

“Praise the Lord, Our God, Forever”
Adult Choir

A Conversation About Covenant:
The End of the Covenant



NEW BRITAINJim Somerville

Jim Somerville

Charles-Marie Widor

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly 
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship 

can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family 
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, March 17, 2024: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16;
Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33

The sermon for next week, March 24, is entitled “The New Covenant?”
based on Mark 11:1-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; John 12:12-16; Philippians 2:5-11.

Scan the QR code for today’s scripture readings.

The flowers today are given in honor of Robert and Kathy Thompson on the occasion
 of their 45th wedding anniversary.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology, children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather 

at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!

The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Rev. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor

Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

Emma Tilley, Compassion Ministry Associate

The Ministry of Communication
Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology

Beth Davis, Director of Communications

The Ministry of Support
Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development

Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager

Deaf Mission at Richmond
Rev. Dirk Hill, Pastor

   

The Ministry of Christian Community
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor

Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care
Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate

The Ministry of Christian Formation
Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families
Rev. Chris Wondree, Minister to Students & Families

Michael Lacy, Student Ministry Assistant
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator

The Ministry of Christian Worship
 Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist
Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor



• When You Give, You Make an Impact! 
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve our
neighbors here in Richmond and around 
the world. Use the QR code to give now, 
or give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

• Journey To The Cross | Every Wed. until March
20 | 6:15 p.m. | Sanctuary | This year we will
meditate on excerpts from Lenten Psalms that
pave the way to Holy Week.

• Memorial Easter Lilies | On sale now through 
March 24 | You can purchase Easter lilies in
memory of a loved one or family member.  The
flowers will adorn the Sanctuary Easter Sunday.  
Purchase through the FBCNow! app. or use the QR 
code to give now. For more information, 
contact: Lisa Rahmlow at 
rahmlow@fbcrichmond.org 
or 804.358.5458 ext. 129. 

• Sunday Night Series: “Jesus Revealed” | 
March 17 | 5-6 p.m. | McDaniel Room
This Bible study focuses on the six “I Am”
statements of Jesus in the book of John.  

• 10K Training Team | March 23, April 6,
 April 13 | 8 a.m. | Looking to run or walk this
year’s Monument Avenue 10K? RFBC has a team!
We will offer special Saturday training days to run
or walk parts of the course! Register for the 10K
and make sure you join the Richmond’s First
Baptist Church team. 

• Palm Sunday | March 24 | 11 a.m. | Sanctuary |
We celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem. Streaming and broadcast LIVE at 11
a.m. on TV8 in central Virginia.

• Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt | March 24 |
 2-4 p.m. | Grab your Easter basket and your
favorite children for this fun event. The egg hunts
will be in waves by age. We’ll have door prizes, fun
activities, and take-home treats for all!

• Red Cross Blood Drive | March 26 | 1:30 - 5:30
p.m. | FBC Gym | Let’s do it again! Last month the
Red Cross collected many units of blood 
from our drive, potentially helping save 
as many as 84 lives. Scan the QR Code 
to register for the drive.

• Maundy Thursday Worship | March 28
Join us for worship at 6:30 p.m. for one of the
most powerful and interactive services of the
year as we observe the final moments leading up
to the crucifixion of Jesus. Observed in a
Tenebrae style—this service of darkness recounts
the passion narrative as we hold onto hope for
the light of Easter that lies ahead. Streaming
LIVE on our website.

• Calling All Artists! Gospel Concert Art Needed |
Due: March 30 | The Adult Choir, One Accord, and
the Youth Worship Arts Team will be presenting
a concert filled with gospel music. We would like
you to provide a visual representation of one 
of the anthems. Please scan the QR code
 or contact Ruth Szucs to learn more.
szucs@fbcrichmond.org

• Easter Sunday | March 31 | 11 a.m. | Sanctuary |
We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the grave!
Streaming and broadcast LIVE at 11 a.m. on TV8 in
central Virginia.

• Camp Alkulana Work Retreat | April 26-28 |
There will be jobs for 3-yr-olds to 93-yr-olds.
Children need to bring an adult with them. We'll
stay in the Retreat House at camp; sleeping
quarters are assigned by gender (boys/men in
one bunk room, girls/women in another). Cost is
$20/person, with a $75 family max - includes
transportation, lodging, meals, Bible study, work
materials and FUN!

• Come Help Us Grow! Our ministry to
preschoolers and children needs to add some
classes to our Sunday School lineup, and we
need YOUR help to do it! We need teachers for
all ages from 2-year-olds - 5th grade. Not sure
what to expect or how you can help? Please
contact Amanda Lott for more information at
lott@fbcrichmond.org or 804.358.5458 ext. 150.

• Trip to Sight and Sound Theatre | September
20-21 | Register TODAY | Reserve your spot for a
bus trip to see Daniel at the Sight and Sound
Theatre in Lancaster, PA. This trip is arranged
by Sandra Harris through Victory Travel. More
information can be found in the kiosks or by
calling Sandra Harris at 804-276-4552.

mailto:lott@fbcrichmond.org

