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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

—Karoline Lewis

Baptism of the Lord Sunday according to Mark? Well, get ready and hold on. There is
nothing tame or complacent or orderly about baptism at all. There are no rules, no ecclesial
documents, no constitutions or bylaws. Rather, we are plopped in the middle of the
wilderness with someone who looks and sounds very much like Elijah, with the heavens
ripping apart and the Spirit fluttering down. I wonder what a baptism service would look
like if we actually had the Gospel of Mark in mind and not what would be most presentable
on Sunday morning?

Preparation For Worship

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation

Organ Prelude, “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

Call to Worship, (from Psalm 29, NRSV)

Hymn No. 337, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Baptism

        

Leader:     Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and
                  strength.

People:     Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy
                  splendor.  
   
Leader:     The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
                  the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.

People:     The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare;
                  and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

Leader:     The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
                  the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 

Unison:    May the Lord give strength to his people!
                  May the Lord bless his people with peace!
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Old Testament Lesson, Genesis 1:1-5 (Pew Bible OT page 1)

Call to Prayer  

Pastoral Prayer

Hymn No. 449, “Baptized in Water”

Sharing The Faith

Offertory

Doxology

Dedication of Gifts

The Gospel, Mark 1:4-11, (Pew Bible NT page 44)

Anthem

Sermon

Hymn No. 87, “Arise Your Light Is Come”

“Give Thanks”
Phil Mitchell, piano

Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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FESTAL SONG

“Down to the Water to Pray”
Adult Choir

Celebrity Sightings:
In Those Days

“Light Everlasting”
Adult Choir

Let’s go down, down to the water to pray.
When I went down to the water to pray, studying about that good ole way,  

how You supply eternal life, Good Lord, show me the way.
O brother, let’s go down, let’s go down to the water to pray.
O sister, let’s go down, let’s go down to the water to pray.

O children, let’s go down, let’s go down to the water to pray.

Life of the Community

Charge and Benediction

Postlude, “Prelude and Fugue in G Major, BWV 557”
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NEW BRITAIN
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The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly 
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship 

can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family 
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, January 22, 2024: Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31,
Mark 1:14-20

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of
Mr. J. Leonard Cobb by Rachel Cobb;

Mr. Luther Marshall by the Marshall family;
John W, Simmons by James and John Simmons;

Frank Joseph Tucker by his daughter, Mary Neal Tucker.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.  

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary. 
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather 

at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors. 
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn. 

If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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• When You Give, You Make an Impact! 
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve 
our neighbors here in Richmond and around 
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

• Winter Bible Study | What’s in a word? Many
times, it depends on how you use it! | Jan. 17, 24 | 6-
7:15 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Steve Allsbrook will
explore some biblical words and phrases that he
thinks have more than one meaning when he leads
our Winter Bible Study on three Wednesday evenings
in January.

• College or Seminary Scholarships | TODAY | 
12:15 p.m. | McDaniel Room | Interested in finding
money to fund a college or seminary education? Sue
Atkins will hold a short informational meeting about
undergraduate college and seminary scholarships. 

• Lunch and Learn: How do you speak for yourself
when you can’t? | Jan. 28 | 12:15-1:45 p.m. |
Flamming Hall | Lunch: $8 | If you suddenly got sick
or were in an accident and could not speak for your-
self, the people taking care of you would want to know
how to make decisions for you. Sharing your wishes
with the people who matter (like your doctor or family
and friends) is called advance care planning (ACP).
Expert Ken Faulkner will walk you through the follow-
ing: documenting how you want medical decisions
made, your comfort if you are very sick, what to do if
you can’t live at home anymore, and paying for your
future healthcare. You will enjoy a light lunch of soup
and sandwiches. Register using the FBCnow! app.

• Quarterly Business Meeting & New Member
Celebration | Jan. 31 | 6 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Join
us at 5 p.m. for dinner, stay for the QBM and welcome
all the new members to First Baptist.

•Red Cross Blood Drive | Feb. 1  | 1:30 -5:30 p.m.|   The
American Red Cross is experiencing the biggest blood
shortage in 20 years.  But now is your 
chance to help.  If you donate at FBC this 
February, you will receive a $20 Amazon 
gift card.  Scan the QR code to sign up.

• Sunday Night Movie for FBCkids! | TODAY | 
5:30-8 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Wear your PJs and get
ready for some fun. Join us for pizza, popcorn, and a
showing of The Lorax. 

• Sunday Nights at FBC | STARTS TODAY | 5-6 p.m.
program, 6-6:30 p.m. snack/ supper | While the
children Choose Their Own Adventure every week,
youth have the chance to participate in Worship Arts
with the goal of performing in a concert on May 19.
Adults will dive into Dinner, Dream, and Do – a time 
that combines Bible study, serving others, and
connecting. 

• Annual Deacon Ordination Service | Jan. 21 | 3 p.m.
| Sanctuary | We will ordain 6 new deacons and
welcome 18 returning to active service for three-year
terms.

• Winter Women’s Book Club | Jan. 25 | 7-8:30 p.m. |
Adams Room | Steve Blanchard will be our facilitator.
The book is Steve Blanchard’s new book, An Eye For
An Eye. Contact Lori Humrich to buy a book at 804-
358-5458 x126 or humrich@fbcrichmond.org. Cost: $10

• To reserve a Sunday flower memorial or honor-
arium, contact Becky Payne at 804-358-5458 x154 or
flowers@fbcrichmond.org. The acknowledgment will
be listed in the worship bulletin on the date you
designate. The cost is $30.

• Fasting For Lent | Jan. 31 & Feb. 7 | 6:15-7:15 p.m. | 
Suite 280H | Join Allison Collier in this two-part deep
dive. Participants will be given practical suggestions
for how to incorporate fasting into their lives during
Lent 2024…and it doesn’t all involve food!

• DNow | Feb. 16-18 | Deuteronomy 6:4-6, known as
the Shema, is a prayer for Israel to hear what the
Lord is asking people who follow to do. To love the
Lord with all your heart, mind, and soul. Jesus even
refers to this as the greatest commandment and
attaches it to a second, to love your neighbor as
yourself. We’ll take the weekend to learn about why
the Shema has been important to people developing
in their faith for millennia, PLUS, we’ll spend time
serving our community, enjoying good food and
fellowship, and having a good ‘ole time. Registration
is open on FBCnow! app. Cost: $75; registration
deadline Feb. 4.


