« When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve

our neighbors here in Richmond and around
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

» The deadline for receiving 2023 gifts at church is:
- Postmark or give online by December 31.

- If you brought a gift to worship today, the finance
office is open until 1 p.m.

« Church and Offices closed Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day.

« First Tuesdays | Jan. 2 | 6:30 p.m. | LL35 |

Want to know more about the Compassion Ministry?
On the first Tuesday of every month, you have the
opportunity to do some light volunteer work while
getting to know about the good work they do. It's a
great way to volunteer after work hours and with no
long-term commitment.

« No Wednesday Night Activities | Wed., Jan. 3 | No
evening activities nor meal.

» Lunch and Learn: How do you speak for yourself
when you can’t? | Jan. 28 | 12:15-1:45 p.m. |
Flamming Hall | Lunch: $8

If you suddenly got sick or were in an accident and
could not speak for yourself, the people taking care of
you would want to know how to make decisions for
you. Sharing your wishes with the people who matter
(like your doctor or family and friends) is called
advance care planning (ACP). Expert Ken Faulkner will
walk you through the following: Documenting how
you want medical decisions made, your comfort if you
are very sick, what to do if you can't live at home
anymore, and paying for your future healthcare. You
will enjoy a light lunch of soup and sandwiches.
Register using the FBCnow! app.

» DNow | Feb. 16-18 | Deuteronomy 6:4-6, known as the
Shema, is a prayer for Israel to hear what the Lord is
asking people who follow to do. To love the Lord with
all your heart, mind, and soul. Jesus even refers to
this as the greatest commandment and attaches it to
a second, to love your neighbor as yourself. we'll take
the weekend to learn about why the Shema has been
important to people developing in their faith for
millennia, PLUS we'll spend time serving our
community, enjoying good food and fellowship, and
having a good ‘ole time. Registration is open on
FBCnow! app.

+ Hope After Loss, Grief Counseling Group | Jan. 7 |
3:30-5 p.m. | Library | Dr. Roberta Damon leads a
grief group for anyone who is walking through the
journey of loss.

« New Early Service Begins | Jan. 7 | 8:45 a.m. |
Chapel | Richmond’s First Baptist Church is pleased to
offer a service for our early risers! This service will

be held in the Chapel and will be 45 minutes. It is
family-friendly and will not be televised. If you enjoy
early worship on Sunday morning, this is the place
for you! Childcare is available.

» Online Newcomer Orientation | Jan. 7 | 9:45 a.m. |
Adams Room | New to First Baptist Church?
Welcome! We'd like to meet you and help you
connect to the life of the church. This meeting will
also be offered by Zoom. People typically register
ahead of time by contacting Kim Wicks at 804-358-
5458 x122 or wicks@fbcrichmond.org.

» Winter Bible Study | What’s in a word? Many
times, it depends on how you use it! | Jan. 10, 17, 24
| 6-7:15 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Steve Allsbrook will
explore some biblical words and phrases that he
thinks have more than one meaning when he leads
our Winter Bible Study on three Wednesday evenings
in January.

» Sunday Night Movie for FBCkids! | Jan. 14 |

5:30-8 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Wear your PJs and get
ready for some fun. Join us for pizza, popcorn, and a
showing of The Lorax.

» Sunday Nights at FBC | Resumes Jan. 14 | 5-6 p.m.
program, 6-6:30 p.m. snack/ supper 1 While the
children Choose Their Own Adventure every week,
youth have the chance to participate in Worship Arts
with the goal of participating in a concert on May 19.
Adults will dive into Dinner, Dream and Do - a time
that combines Bible study, serving others, and
connecting with each other.

« Annual Deacon Ordination Service | Jan. 21 | 3 p.m.
| Sanctuary | We will ordain 6 new deacons and
welcome 18 returning to active service for three-year
terms.

» Winter Women’s Book Club | Jan. 25 | 7-8:30 p.m. |
Adams Room | Steve Blanchard will be our facilitator.
The book is Steve Blanchard’s new book, An Eye For
An Eye. Contact Lori Humrich to buy a book at 804-
358-5458 X126 or humrich@fbcrichmond.org. Cost: $10

» To reserve a Sunday flower memorial or honor-
arium, contact Becky Payne at 804-358-5458 x154 or
flowers@fbcrichmond.org. The acknowledgment will
be listed in the worship bulletin on the date you
designate. The cost is $30.
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Preparation For Worship

In some of the churches I've served we had a tradition called “Student Day at Christmas,”
where students who were home for the holidays would take leadership roles in worship.
Today we welcome a number of our students who will offer readings and prayers, and a few
who will answer the question, “What did I learn about Christmas from my church?” I ask
you to be in prayer for these students as they try on some unfamiliar roles, and for our
church, as we learn from those we have taught.

—Jim Somerville

The Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley
Prelude, “Christmas Collage” arr. David Carnes

Call to Worship, (from Psalm 148) Matthew Hensley

Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
People: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!

Leader: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!

People: Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,

Leader: Fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!

People: Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his
glory is above earth and heaven.

Leader: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the
people of Israel who are close to him.

Unison: Praise the LORD!

Hymn No. 125, “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA
Children are invited to gather on the front steps during this hymn.

Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott

0ld Testament Lesson, Isaiah 61:10-62:3, (Pew Bible OT page 846) Jack Buckbee




Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 165, “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” MARGARET
(Stanza One only)

Pastoral Prayer Chris Wondree
Hymn No. 122, “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” IN DULCI JUBILO
Sharing My Story Isabella Jenkins
Offertory “Two French Carols” arr. Brandt Adams

Stephanie Kim, Flute

Doxology OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Dedication of Gifts Ruth Szucs
Sharing My Story Davis Buckbee
The Gospel, Luke 2:22-40, (Pew Bible NT page 71) Maddie Carpenter
Anthem arr. Trevor Manor

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
Adult Choir
Stephanie Kim, Flute

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plans,
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains:

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say, what may the tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?

See within a manger laid Jesus, Lord of heav'n and earth!
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, with us sing our Savior’s birth.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Sharing My Story Jim Somerville
Hymn No. 143, “Go, Tell It On The Mountain” GO TELL IT
Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Postlude “Carol of the Bells” Jeanine Yeager

®

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, January 7, 2024: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29;

Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in honor of
Debra Lynn Gage by Karen Riggs.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week's Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather
at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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