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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Preparation For Worship

The house lights go off and the footlights come on. Even the chattiest stop chattering as they
wait in darkness for the curtain to rise. In the orchestra pit, the violin bows are poised. The

conductor has raised the baton.... The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched
only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment.

—TFrederick Buechner

The Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Allison Collier

Piano Prelude “Ding Dong! Merrily on High” arr. Howard Helvey
Eunice Kim and Larry Allen, pianists

Call to Worship (by Richard J. Fairchild) Allison Collier

Leader: Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the Sunday in which
we recall the hope we have in Christ.

People: The prophets of Israel all spoke of the coming of Christ,
of how a savior would be born, a king in the line of David.
They spoke of how he would rule the world wisely and bless all nations.

Leader: On Christmas day the Christ of our hope was born.
On Good Friday the Christ of our hope died.
On Easter day the Christ of our hope rose from the dead.
He then ascended into heaven. On the last day, the Christ of our hope
will come again to establish his kingdom over all things on earth.

People: As followers of Christ, we await his return. We light this candle
to remember that as he came to us as humbly in the manger
at Bethlehem and gave light to the world,
so he is coming again in power to deliver his people.
Leader: We light this candle to remind us to be alert and to watch for his return.
Hymn No. 79, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL
Lighting the Candle of Hope Ella and Fiona Sun

0ld Testament Lesson, Isaiah 64:1-9, (Pew Bible OT page 849) Chris Wondree




Call to Prayer “Dwell in US” Grillone/LaRosa
Emily Rodgers, soloist

Pastoral Prayer Chris Wondree
Hymn No. 99, “View the Present Through the Promise” AR HYD Y NOS
Sharing the Faith Kimberly Thomas
Offertory “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” arr. Brooks Hoste

Elise Cumbia, soloist; Handbell Ensemble

Doxology VENI EMMANUEL
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Dedication of Gifts Matthew Hensley
The Gospel, Mark 13:24-37, (Pew Bible NT page 61) Matthew Hensley
Anthem “I Shall Know Him When He Comes” Douglas Wagner

Adult Choir

I shall know Him when He comes, not with sound of pipe or drum,
But by the holy harmony which now His coming makes in me.
He shall wear no royal robe, or a crown of precious gold,

But He my Lord, my King shall be always, ever there for me.

He shall not in castle, warm, live in splendor, safe from harm.
But in a manger, crude He'll sleep, warmed by the breath of cows and sheep.
Come, Lord Jesus, tarry not. Find in me a resting spot.
My heart is open, come dwell within. Let life be born in me again.

By the holy harmony which His coming makes in me,
I shall know Him when He comes.

Sermon Do You See What I See? Jim Somerville
Look for the Signs
Celebration of Communion “God’s Promise” Mark Patterson

Youth Worship Arts Choir
Hymn No. 85, “Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming” PLEADING SAVIOR

The Life of the Community Jim Somerville




Charge and Benediction

Congregational Response

“The Lord’s Prayer”

Jim Somerville

Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Postlude, “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

arr. John Behnke

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly readings
from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 10, 2023: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of
Elaine Simmons by James and John Simmons.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship service will be broadcast LIVE in central Virginia on TV8.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance
hearing in the Sanctuary. If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch,
please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today.
Worship clipboards can be found at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3
are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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+ When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve g
our neighbors here in Richmond and around 3
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or 1}
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

- October year-to-date Offering Totals

Actual gifts to the ministry budget: $2,344,996
Budgeted gifts (what we need): $2,409,184
Deficit: ($64,189)

« Hope After Loss, Grief Counseling Group | TODAY |
3:30-5 p.m. | Library | Dr. Roberta Damon leads a grief
group for anyone who is walking through the journey
of loss.

« Advent Book Study | Zoom option available on
Thursdays, Nov. 30-Dec. 21 | 7-8 p.m. | Also available
in Sunday Bible classes. | Dec. 3-24 | 9:45 a.m. | Light
of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent by Amy-
Jill Levine. Contact the church office for books at 804-
355-8637. Cost: $10. Contact Allison Collier at 804-358-
5458 x167 or collier@fbcrichmond.org for a Zoom link.

» Week of Prayer and Mission Offering for the World
Dec. 3-10 | Offering Goal: $60,000 |

- Sunday, Dec. 3, Pick up a prayer guide from the
kiosks, and pray for missionaries as they spread God’s
love around the world.

- Tuesday, Dec. 5, Join Women on Mission in
Flamming Hall at 10:30 a.m. for an opportunity to pray
for specific requests of missionaries serving around
the world. Lunch follows at noon ($7); no RSVP needed.
- Sunday, Dec. 10, Join the effort to bring the Kingdom
of Heaven to the World with your gift to
World Missions. Give online by using the QR
code or by designating your gift to World
Missions on your yellow offering envelope. [

+ Hanging of the Green | TODAY | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary |
The Hanging of the Green Service is a joyous time of
worship led by our children, youth, and choirs. During
the service, the room is transformed into a beautiful
and worshipful space. It is adorned with the symbol-
ism and decor of the Advent Season as the poinsettias,
chrismons, evergreens, and candles fill the Sanctuary.

« Classics & Cocoa in the Courtyard | Journey to
Bethlehem | Dec. 4 | 5:30-7 p.m. | Enjoy the start of
the holiday season surrounded by thousands of
lights in Richmond’s First Baptist courtyard! Warm
up with hot cocoa and cider, roast marshmallows
over an open fire, and visit with neighbors.

A Charlie Brown Christmas will run every 30
minutes. It’s our Christmas gift to the neighborhood!

+ Advent Contemplative Service | Dec. 6 | 6 p.m. |
Chapel | We invite you to prepare your heart for the
season of Advent during this very peaceful service.

» Gingerbread Churches | Dec. 8 | 6-8 p.m. | Gym |
Register for our annual decorating of Gingerbread
Churches on the FBCnow! app.

+ Adult Choir Concert | Let Heaven and Nature Sing |
Dec. 10 | 7 p.m. | The sonorous 70-voice Adult Choir
and Ensembles of Richmond’s First Baptist Church
present an evening of stunning Christmas music and
familiar carols with full orchestra. This holiday trad-
ition is free and open to all! Live-streaming at 7 p.m.

« Depression Peer Support Group | Dec. 13 | 6 p.m. |
Facilitated by Lori Bonds. The holidays can be a
tough time for anyone, but it is especially tough for
those diagnosed with depression. Held in the Pusey
House, 2705 Park Ave., this group will listen, observe,
validate, and encourage. If you are inter-
ested in taking part, you can register

on the FBCnow! app or use the QR code.
Limited to 10.

« First Family Around the Fireplace | Dec. 13 | 6 p.m.
| Join us for this interactive celebration of the
season. The choir, congregation, and Sunday School
classes will find themselves immersed in the play
“Starry Night, Noisy Night.” We ask that those who
participate bring a $10 Walmart gift card or cash for
our clients in the Compassion Ministry.

+ Adult Christmas Luncheon | Dec. 14 | 11:30 a.m. |
Flamming Hall | Joy to the World | Celebrate the
season around the table. Make sure to wear a festive
outfit! Lunch will be served by FBC staff and
entertainment will be provided by the
Hanover Harmony singing group. Reserve
your tickets on the FBCnow! app or use the
QR code.

« 76th Youth Pageant | Dec. 17 | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary |
Our student ministry is proud to present The Nativity,
a play written by FBC member Todd Ritter and
directed by Maddie Surles. Join us for lots of laughter
and fun as boxes are unpacked and traditional
Christmas characters (and their friends) tell the
story of the very first Christmas.

« Participate in church Leadership Survey |

Fiona Sun, a VCU doctoral student, is doing her dis-
sertation on Authentic and Transformative
Leadership. She needs our FBC family, especially
those active for over two years, to take part in a vital
leadership study. The survey is anonymous, geszess
takes 10 minutes, and can be accessed via #

the QR code. For questions, contact Fiona at 8
sunh8@vcu.edu or 417-771-1128.




