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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Preparation For Worship

I have learned that my quenchless longing for life is, after all, unconsciously, a secret,
unutterable yearning after God; for how can you conceive of life apart from Him?

—Frank W. Boreham

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Steve Blanchard
Prelude, “Ding Dong! Merrily on High!” Christopher Tambling
Call to Worship, (by Richard J. Fairchild) Steve Blanchard

Leader: The fourth candle of Advent is the Candle of Love. Its light is meant
to remind us of the love that God has for us.

People: Jesus shows us God’s perfect love. He is God's love in human form.
The Bible says that, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

Leader: Love is patient, love is kind, and envies no one. Love is never boastful or
conceited, rude or selfish. Love is not quick to take offense.

People: It keeps no records of wrongs, it does not gloat over other
people’s troubles, but rejoices in the right, the good, and the true.

Leader: There is nothing that love cannot face, there is no limit to its faith,
to its hope, to its endurance. Love never ends.

People: We light this candle today to remind us of how God’s perfect love
is found in Jesus.

Hymn No. 103, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELIS
Children are invited to gather on the front steps during this hymn.

Lighting of the Advent Candle The Wondree Family

Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott

0ld Testament Lesson, 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16, (Pew Bible OT page 349) Chris Wondree

Call to Prayer “Dwell in US” Grillone/LaRosa

Jill Crews, Emily Rogers, Lisa Pugh, Ruth Szucs, Mary Eldredge, and Martha Pugh




Pastoral Prayer Allison Collier

Hymn No. 124, “The First Nowell” THE FIRST NOWELL
Sharing of Faith Lynn Turner
Offertory “Where the Light Begins” Susan LaBarr

Amy and Emma El-Khouri

Doxology VENI EMMANUEL
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Dedication of Gifts Matthew Hensley
The Gospel, Luke 1:26-38, (Pew Bible NT page 69) Matthew Hensley
Anthem “Joy to the World” arr. Dan Forrest

Adult Choir

Joy to the world! The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King: Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
And heav'n and nature sing, and heav’'n and nature sing
And heav'n, and heav'n, and nature sing.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

Joy to the Earth! the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ!
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy!

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love!
Sing Joy!

Sermon Do You See what I See? Jim Somerville
Look for Miracles

Hymn No. 126, “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE

The Life of the Community Jim Somerville




Charge and Benediction

Postlude, “Toccata on ‘Veni Emmanuel’”

Jim Somerville

Andrew Carter

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 31, 2023: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148;
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship service will be broadcast LIVE in central Virginia on TVS.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather
at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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+ When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve
our neighbors here in Richmond and around e
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

» The deadline for receiving 2023 gifts at church is:

- Postmark or give online by December 31.

- Bring a gift to worship on 12/31/23. The finance office
will close at 1 p.m. on December 31.

« Christmas Eve Candlelight Services | Dec. 24 |

5 p.m. & 11 p.m. | Sanctuary | The 5 p.m. service is
brimming with families and children, and the 11 p.m.
service is reflective and includes communion.

« Church and Offices closed Dec. 25-26 for Christmas.

» No Wednesday Night Activities | Wed., Dec. 27 or
Jan. 3 | No evening activities nor meal.

« Combined Sunday School for all Families | Dec. 31 |
Flamming Hall | Families have the option to meet for
Bible study. This large group setting will allow our
teachers a chance to rest and members can study
together with friends from other groups! Our theme,
Christmas Around the World, will be led by Allison
Collier, Amanda Lott, and Chris Wondree.

« Church and Offices closed Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day.

« First Tuesdays | Jan. 2 | 6:30 p.m. | LL35 |

Want to know more about the Compassion Ministry?
On the first Tuesday of every month, you have the
opportunity to do some light volunteer work while
getting to know about the good work they do. It’s a
great way to volunteer after work hours and with no
long-term commitment.

+ DNow | Feb. 16-18 | Deuteronomy 6:4-6 known as the
Shema is a prayer for Israel to hear what the Lord is
asking people who follow to do. To love the Lord with
all your heart, mind, and soul. Jesus even refers to
this as the greatest commandment and attaches it to
a second, to love your neighbor as yourself. we'll take
the weekend to learn about why the Shema has been
important to people developing in their faith for
millennia, PLUS we’ll spend time serving our
community, enjoying good food and fellowship, and
having a good ‘ole time. Registration is open on
FBCnow! app.

+ Hope After Loss, Grief Counseling Group | Jan. 3 |
3:30-5 p.m. | Library | Dr. Roberta Damon leads a
grief group for anyone who is walking through the
journey of loss.

« New Early Service Begins | Jan. 7 | 8:45 a.m. |
Chapel | Richmond’s First Baptist Church is pleased to
offer a service for our early risers! This service will

be held in the Chapel and will be 45 minutes. It is
family-friendly and will not be televised. If you enjoy
early worship on Sunday morning, this is the place
for you! Childcare is available.

+ Online Newcomer Orientation | Jan. 7 | 9:45 a.m. |
Adams Room | New to First Baptist Church?
Welcome! We'd like to meet you and help you
connect to the life of the church. This meeting will
also be offered by Zoom. People typically register
ahead of time by contacting Kim Wicks at 804-358-
5458 x122 or wicks@fbcrichmond.org.

» Winter Bible Study | What’s in a word? Many
times, it depends on how you use it! | Jan. 10, 17, 24
| 6-7:15 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Steve Allsbrook will
explore some biblical words and phrases that he
thinks have more than one meaning when he leads
our Winter Bible Study on three Wednesday evenings
in January.

« Sunday Night Movie for FBCkids! | Jan. 14 |

5:30-8 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Wear your PJs and get
ready for some fun. Join us for pizza, popcorn, and a
showing of The Lorax.

+ Sunday Nights at FBC | Resumes Jan. 14 | 5-6 p.m.
program, 6-6:30 p.m. snack/ supper | While the
children Choose Their Own Adventure every week,
youth have the chance to participate in Worship Arts
with the goal of participating in a concert on May 19.
Adults will dive into Dinner, Dream and Do - a time
that combines Bible study, serving others, and
connecting with each other.

- Annual Deacon Ordination Service | Jan. 21 | 3 p.m.
Sanctuary | We will ordain 6 new deacons and
welcome 18 returning to active service for three-year
terms.

+ Winter Women’s Book Club | Jan. 25 | 7-8:30 p.m. |
Adams Room | Steve Blanchard will be our facilitator.
The book is Steve Blanchard’s new book, An Eye For
An Eye. Contact Lori Humrich to buy a book at 804-
358-5458 X126 or humrich@fbcrichmond.org. Cost: $10

» To reserve a Sunday flower memorial or honor-
arium, contact Becky Payne at 804-358-5458 x154 or
flowers@fbcrichmond.org. The acknowledgment will
be listed in the worship bulletin on the date you
designate. The cost is $30.




