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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Preparation For Worship

God is the one who satisfies the passion for justice, the longing for spirituality, the hunger for
relationship, the yearning for beauty. And God, the true God, is the God we see in Jesus of
Nazareth, Israel’s Messiah, the world’s true Lord.

—N. T. Wright
The Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Ruth Szucs
Flute Prelude “Joy to the World” arr. Paul Morgan
Sarah Caste, Christine Ertell, Stephanie Kim, Amy Minnoch; flutes
Call to Worship, (by Richard J. Fairchild) Ruth Szucs

Leader: Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent wreath,
the Candle of Hope. The second candle of Advent is the Candle of Peace.

People: Peace is a gift that we must be prepared for.
God gives us the gift of peace when we turn to him in faith.

Leader: The prophet Isaiah calls Christ “the Prince of Peace.”
Through John the Baptist and all the other prophets,
God asks us to prepare our hearts so that he may come in.

People: Our hope is in God, and in his son Jesus Christ.
Our peace is found in him. We light this candle today
to remind us that he brings peace to all who trust in him.

Hymn No. 83, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL
Lighting of the Advent Candle The Ponton Family
Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
0ld Testament Lesson, Isaiah 40:1-11 (Pew Bible OT page 816) Matthew Hensley
Call to Prayer “pDwell in US” Grillone/LaRosa

Emily Rodgers and Ruth Szucs

Pastoral Prayer Matthew Hensley

Hymn No. 88, “Blest Be the God of Israel” FOREST GREEN




Sharing of the Faith Kathy Allen

Offertory “Bells Are Ringing with Gladness” IsaBeall Hudson
Carol Choir

Doxology VENI EMMANUEL
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Dedication of Gifts Allison Collier
The Gospel, Mark 1:1-8, (Pew Bible NT page 42) Allison Collier
Anthem “The Dream Isaiah Saw” Glenn Rudolph

Adult Choir; Kevin Beale, percussion

Lions and oxen will sleep in the hay, leopards will join with the lambs as they play,
Wolves will be pastured with cows in the glade,
Blood will not darken the earth that God made.
Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart.
Bring the dream Isaiah saw; life redeemed from fang and claw.

Peace will pervade more than forest and field:
God will transfigure the Violence concealed deep in the heart and in systems of gain,
Ripe for the judgment the Lord will ordain.
Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart.
Bring the dream Isaiah saw; justice purifying law.

Nature reordered to match God’s intent, nations obeying the call to repent,
All of creation completely restored, filled with the knowledge and love of the Lord.
Little child whose bed is straw, take new lodgings in my heart.
Bring the dream Isaiah saw; knowledge, wisdom, worship, awe.

Sermon Do You See What I See? Jim Somerville
Look for the Prophets

Hymn No. 87, “Arise, Your Light Is Come” FESTAL SONG

Life of the Community Jim Somerville

Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville

Postlude, “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” Georg BOohm




The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 17, 2023: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or
Luke 1:46b-55; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in honor of
Jean Marshall by the Marshall family.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship service will be broadcast LIVE in central Virginia on TVS.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather
at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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+ When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve

our neighbors here in Richmond and around &%
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

» Week of Prayer and Mission Offering for the World
Dec. 3-10 | Offering Goal: $60,000 |

- Sunday, Dec. 10, Join the effort to bring the Kingdom
of Heaven to the World with your gift to

code or by designating your gift to World
Missions on your yellow offering envelope.

+ Adult Choir Concert | Let Heaven and Nature Sing |
Dec. 10 | 7 p.m. | The sonorous 70-voice Adult Choir
and Ensembles of Richmond’s First Baptist Church
present an evening of stunning Christmas music and
familiar carols with full orchestra. This holiday trad-
ition is free and open to all! Live-streaming at 7 p.m.

« Depression Peer Support Group | Dec. 13 | 6 p.mn. |
Facilitated by Lori Bonds. The holidays can be a tough
time for anyone, but it is especially tough for those
diagnosed with depression. Held in the Pusey House,
2705 Park Ave., this group will listen, observe, validate,
and encourage. If you are interested in tak- ;
ing part, you can register on the FBCnow! app E
or use the QR code. Limited to 10. Ol

« First Family Around the Fireplace | Dec. 13 | 6 p.m.

| Join us for this interactive celebration of the season.
The choir, congregation, and Sunday School classes
will find themselves immersed in the play “Starry
Night, Noisy Night.” We ask that those who
participate bring a $10 Walmart gift card or cash for
our clients in the Compassion Ministry.

+ Adult Christmas Luncheon | Dec. 14 | 11:30 a.m. |
Flamming Hall | Joy to the World | Celebrate the
season around the table. Make sure to wear a festive
outfit! Lunch will be served by FBC staff and entertain-
ment will be provided by the Hanover
Harmony singing group. Reserve your tickets :
on the FBCnow! app or use the QR code.

« 76th Youth Pageant | Dec. 17 | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary |
Our student ministry is proud to present The Nativity,
a play written by FBC member Todd Ritter and
directed by Maddie Surles. Join us for lots of laughter
and fun as boxes are unpacked and traditional
Christmas characters (and their friends) tell the
story of the very first Christmas.

« Participate in church Leadership Survey |
Fiona Sun, a VCU doctoral student, is doing her dis-
sertation on Authentic and Transformative
Leadership. She needs our FBC family, especially
those active for over two years, to take part in a vital
leadership study. The survey is anonymous,
takes 10 minutes, and can be accessed via 3
the QR code. For questions, contact Fiona at

o b

sunh8@vcu.edu or 417-771-1128. [Of3;

» Memorial Poinsettias will adorn the Sanctuary
throughout Advent in memory of loved ones. Pick up
an envelope at the kiosks for cash or check. You may
use FBCnow! app or use the QR code to order by Decem-
ber 15. Poinsettias will be distributed after the worship
services to our homebound friends. The cost
is $15 per poinsettia in memory of one person E’
(or Mr. and Mrs.). Memorials will be listed &
in the bulletin on Sunday, December 24.

« Service of Remembrance | December 20 | 7 p.m. |
Chapel | For friends and family who have experienced
the loss of a loved one during the past year. We invite
you to attend whether you've lost a loved one or wish
to support friends who have. Celebrate the lives of
those who have passed, as we celebrate the birth of
the One who gives eternal life.

« Christmas Eve | Dec. 24 | 9:45 a.m. Sunday School |
Combined Children’s Sunday School | Flamming
Hall | 11 a.m. Worship | Sanctuary | Adults will stay
in their individual classes.

« Christmas Eve Candlelight Services | Dec. 24 |
5p.m. & 11 p.m. | Sanctuary | The 5 p.m. service is
brimming with families and children, and the 11 p.m.
service is reflective and includes communion.

+ Combined Sunday School for all Families | Dec. 31 |
Flamming Hall | Families have the option to meet for
Bible study. This large group setting will allow our
teachers a chance to rest and members can study
together with friends from other groups! Our theme
is Christmas around the world. Will be led by Allison
Collier, Amanda Lott, and Chris Wondree.




