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Preparation For Worship

I know the images offered in today’s Gospel lesson speak of a final judgment where ‘goats’
and ‘sheep’ are separated one from another. I know this. And yet, I find it most helpful to
hear this as encouragement even now to see and experience and respond to this world in
new ways. Indeed, I hear Jesus’ words today reminding me that I simply don’t know when I
will encounter the face of Christ next: thus making nearly all ground holy ground. And in
the end, maybe that is precisely what these words are meant to do.

—Janet Hunt
The Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Invocation Ruth Szucs
Organ Prelude, “Rejoice, the Lord is King!” Cheryl Van Ornam
Call to Worship, (from Psalm 95, NRSV) Ruth Szucs
Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Leader: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
People: In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
Leader: The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land,
which his hands have formed.
People: O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
Leader: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Hymn No. 2, “Come, Thou Almighty King” ITALIAN HYMN

Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott




0ld Testament Lesson, Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 (Pew Bible OT page 983) Robert Thompson

Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 26, “God of Creation, All-Powerful” SLANE
Stanza 1 only

Pastoral Prayer Robert Thompson

Hymn No. 64, “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” ST. COLUMBIA

An Invitation to Grateful Living Jonathan Kim

Offertory “Immortal, Invisible” arr. Joseph Martin

Ruth Szucs and Phil Mitchell

Doxology OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Dedication of Gifts Chris Wondree
The Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46, (Pew Bible NT page 34) Chris Wondree
Anthem “Crown Him with Many Crowns” arr. Craig Courtney

Adult Choir

Crown Him with Many Crowns!
Crown Him the Lord of Love! Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds yet visible above in beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne;
Hark! how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless King thro’ all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;
His glories now we sing Who died and rose on high,
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of years: the potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer hail! For Thou hast died for me;
Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.
Crown Him with Many Crowns!

Sermon Jesus Taught what Jesus Learned: Jim Somerville
The Threat of Judgment

Hymn No. 215, “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” DARWALL




Life of the Community
Charge and Benediction

Postlude, “Christ, King of Glory”

Jim Somerville
Jim Somerville

Jean Langlais

®

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, December 3, 2023: Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;

1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of
Dorothy B. Harris by Sandra Harris;
Boyce and Viola Bowers by Patti and Dwight Ross.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today. Worship clipboards can be found
at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades 1-3 are invited to gather
at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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+ When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First Baptist
Church financially, you help love and serve mugm
our neighbors here in Richmond and around &
the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

« Advent Book Study | Zoom option available on
Thursdays, Nov. 30-Dec. 21 | 7-8 p.m. | Also available
in Sunday Bible classes. | Dec. 3-24 | 9:45 a.m. | Light
of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent by Amy-
Jill Levine. Contact the church office for books at 804-
355-8637. Cost: $10. Contact Allison Collier at
collier@fbcrichmond.org for a Zoom link.

« Week of Prayer and Mission Offering for the World
Dec. 3-10 | Offering Goal: $60,000 |

- Wednesday, Nov. 29, Hear specific prayer requests
from missionaries serving around the world,
including in war-torn locations. Join with others in
praying for these missionaries who are working to
bring the Kingdom of Heaven to the World. Dinner
available before the program ($8.)

- Sunday, Dec. 3, Pick up a prayer guide from the
kiosks, and pray for missionaries as they spread God’s
love around the world.

- Tuesday, Dec. 5, Join Women on Mission in
Flamming Hall at 10:30 a.m. for an opportunity to pray
for specific requests of missionaries serving around
the world. Lunch follows at noon ($7); no reservations
needed.

- Sunday, Dec. 10, Join the effort to bring the Kingdom
of Heaven to the World with your gift to
World Missions. Give online by using the QR
code or by designating your gift to World
Missions on your yellow offering envelope.

« Christmas Vvillage | Dec. 2 | 11 a.m.-2 p.m. | Bell
Tower & Boulevard Courtyards | Get some
Christmas shopping done while the kids enjoy fun
games and a petting zoo. Enjoy the Richmond
Christmas Parade and then head down the street to
FBC for music, shopping with local vendors, games,
and food! Santa Claus will even make an
appearance!

« Hanging of the Green | Dec. 3 | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary |
The Hanging of the Green Service is a joyous time of
worship led by our children, youth, and choirs. During
the service, the room is transformed into a beautiful
and worshipful space. It is adorned with the symbol-
ism and decor of the Advent Season as the poinsettias,
chrismons, evergreens, and candles fill the Sanctuary.

« Classics & Cocoa in the Courtyard | Journey to
Bethlehem | Dec. 4 | 5:30-7 p.m. | Enjoy the start of
the holiday season surrounded by thousands of
lights in Richmond’s First Baptist courtyard! Warm
up with hot cocoa and cider, roast marshmallows
over an open fire, and visit with neighbors. A Charlie
Brown Christmas will run every 30 minutes. It's our
Christmas gift to the neighborhood!

« Newcomer Orientation | Dec. 3 | 9:30 a.m. | Adams
Room | Newcomer Orientation is a gathering for
those new to First Baptist Church who want to learn
more about our mission and discover next steps for
connecting into the life of the church. Held the first
Sunday of every month.

« Advent Contemplative Service | Dec. 6 | 6 p.mn. |
Chapel | We invite you to prepare your heart for the
season of Advent during this very peaceful service.

- Gingerbread Churches | Dec. 8 | 6-8 p.m. | Gym |
Register for our annual decorating of Gingerbread
Churches on the FBCnow! app.

+ Adult Choir Concert | Let Heaven and Nature Sing |
Dec. 10 | 7 p.m. | The sonorous 70-voice Adult Choir
and Ensembles of Richmond’s First Baptist Church
present an evening of stunning Christmas music and
familiar carols with full orchestra. This holiday trad-
ition is free and open to all! Live-steaming at 7 p.m.

« Depression Peer Support Group | Dec. 13 | 6 p.m. |
Facilitated by Lori Bonds. The holidays can be a
tough time for anyone, but it is especially tough for
those diagnosed with depression. Held in the Pusey
House, 2705 Park Ave., this group will listen,
observe, validate, and encourage. If you are
interested in taking part, you can register
on the FBCnow! app or use the QR code.
Limited to 10.
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« First Family Around the Fireplace | Dec. 13 | 6 p.m.
| Join us for this interactive celebration of the
season. The choir, congregation, and Sunday School
classes will find themselves immersed in the play
“Starry Night, Noisy Night.” We ask that those who
participate bring a $10 Walmart gift card or cash for
our clients in the Compassion Ministry.

+ Adult Christmas Luncheon | Dec. 14 | 11:30 a.m. |
Flamming Hall | Joy to the World | Celebrate the
season around the table. Make sure to wear a festive
outfit! Lunch will be served by FBC staff and entertain-
ment will be provided by the Hanover 7
Harmony singing group. Reserve your tickets Fxezass
on the FBCnow! app or use the QR code. o), ek

« 76th Youth Pageant | Dec. 17 | 6 p.m. | Sanctuary |
Our student ministry is proud to present The Nativity,
a play written by FBC member Todd Ritter and
directed by Maddie Surles. Join us for lots of laughter
and fun as boxes are unpacked and traditional
Christmas characters (and their friends) tell the
story of the very first Christmas.




