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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Preparation For Worship

Today’s Gospel lesson is the parable of the Wicked Tenants (Matthew 21:33-46). Debie Thomas
writes: “What the tenants in the story neglect to understand—or very deliberately choose to
ignore—is that they are stewards rather than owners of the vineyard. When the landowner
asks for his rightful share of the harvest, the tenants take offense. As if the vineyard belongs
to them, and it is the landowner who is in the wrong for making a claim on the land at all.
Somewhere along the way, the tenants have forgotten their place. Their vocation. Their
standing in relationship to both the land and the landowner. To put it bluntly, they have
forgotten that they own nothing—nothing at all. Everything belongs to the landowner.
Theirs is not a vocation of ownership; it is a vocation of caring, tending, safeguarding,
cultivating, and protecting—on behalf of another.”

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley
Prelude, “This Is My Father’s World” arr. Van Ornam
Call to Worship, (from Psalm 19, NRSV) Matthew Hensley

Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God,
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

People: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
Leader: There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard,

People: Yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.

Hymn No. 310, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY
Children are invited to gather on the front steps during this hymn.

Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott
0ld Testament Lesson, Isaiah 5:1-7, (Pew Bible NT page 776) Lynn Turner
Call to Prayer, Hymn No. 394, “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” QUEBEC

Stanzal




Pastoral Prayer Lynn Turner

Hymn No. 672, “All Things Are Yours” GERMANY

An Invitation to Generous Living Jim Somerville

Offertory “Psalm 98” Kevin Boesiger
One Accord

Sing your praises to the Lord! Sing your praises to our God!
Sing your praises to God!

Sing to the Lord your praise, sing to the Lord.
Sing to the Lord. Sing Him a new song. Sing to the Lord, proclaim His name.
Great is the Lord. He is most worthy. He is most worthy of our praise.

Worship the Lord in all His holiness; tremble before Him all the earth!
Splendor and majesty, glory and honor, ascribe to God on high.
Declare His works to all the nations. Worship the Lord, our God!

Sing to the Lord your praise, sing to the Lord.
Sing to the Lord. Sing Him a new song.
Sing to the Lord, proclaim His name!
Splendor and majesty, glory and honor ascribe to God on high.

Declare His works to all the nations. Worship the Lord, our God!
Sing your praises to the Lord! Sing your praises to our God!
Sing to the Lord! Great is the Lord! Sing to the Lord your praise!

Doxology OLD 100TH
Children are invited to exit the sanctuary for Children’s Worship. Details on next page.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Dedication of Gifts Allison Collier
The Gospel, Matthew 21:33-46, (Pew Bible NT page 28) Allison Collier
Anthem “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” Howard Helvey

Adult Choir

Sermon Jesus Taught what Jesus Learned: Jim Somerville
What More Was There to Do?

Hymn No. 667, “As Saints of Old Their First Fruits Brought” FOREST GREEN




Life of the Community
Charge and Benediction

Postlude, “Psalm 19”

Jim Somerville
Jim Somerville

Benedetto Marcello

®

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, October 15, 2023: Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23;
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of
Luther Gray by his daughter Pat Alkins;
Nancy Gilliam Kulp and Lt. Col. James P. Gunter, Jr. by Hon. and Mrs. James E. Kulp;
In honor of Jean McNair’s 100th birthday by Walter McNair.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.
This week’s Sunday worship will be broadcast in central Virginia on TV8 on a one-week delayed basis.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

We gladly welcome families with children to worship today.
Worship clipboards can be found at all sanctuary entry doors. During the Doxology children in grades
1-3 are invited to gather at the Children’s Worship sign at the upper and lower piano-side doors.
After Children’s Worship in Suite 220, children will return to their pew during the final hymn.
If you have any questions please feel free to ask an Usher or Greeter for help. We are glad you are here!
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+ When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First
Baptist Church financially, you help love -
and serve our neighbors here in Richmond and
around the world. Use the QR code to give now, or
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.
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- Please contact Kim Wicks at 804-358-5458 x122 or
wicks@fbcrichmond.org to represent FBC as a mes-
senger at the annual meeting of the Baptist General
Association of Virginia. The meeting will take place
November 13-15 at Bon Air Baptist Church, 2531 Buford
Rd., Richmond, VA 23235. Please visit meeting.bgav.org
for all details.

- Adopt a College Student | Oct. 1, 8, 15 | Arthur Ashe
Boulevard Foyer | One thing college students STILL
LOVE is mail and care packages. Adopt one of FBC’s
college students this year. What does it mean to
adopt a student? Pray for them, write to them, send
them a Christmas goody, or invite them over for
dinner. Any meaningful way that you can reach out
creates lasting relationships that you both will cherish.

« A Spiritual Retreat: Emptying the clutter of our
souls so we may hear, see, and feel God’s presence. |
Oct. 28 | 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Roslyn Retreat Center |
Cost: $30 includes meals & materials. | Join us for a
break with retreat leader/storyteller, Annie &
Campbell. Please register by using the
FBCnow! app or using the QR code.

« River City Faith Network Annual Meeting |
October 15 | 3 p.m. | Friendship Memorial Baptist
Church | At this annual meeting, leaders will share
how the RCFN community has ventured into the
neighborhood this year. They will also provide
updates for the coming year. Please register by going
to Richmondbaptist.org/annualmeeting.

+ A Men’s Breakfast Gathering | November 4 | 8:30 -
10 a.m. | Flamming Hall | $8 | Dr. David Elliott, a
Surgeon with Doctors Without Borders, will share how
his faith guides his commitment to the organization.
He recently returned from his 15th mission  B##5
where he served in Sudan. Please register by
using the FBCnow! app or using the QR code.

+ Behind the Curtain: A Series on Mental Heath |
Sept. 24-Nov. 12 | 5-6 p.m. | Suite 280 | Snack supper
(6 p.m., $5) | One in five people in the U.S. live with
mental illness, and nearly a quarter struggle with
addiction. Are you prepared to support your family
and friends? This series is led by Karen Rice, LCSW,
Director of Therapeutic Resources at the Virginia
Home for Boys and Girls.

Oct. 8 - Depression (Adults and Seniors) g] %g%

Oct. 15 - Anxiety (Children) fi‘f "

Oct. 22 - Anxiety (Teens/Young Adults) E—g S

Oct. 29 - Anxiety (Adults and Seniors)

Nov. 5 - Addictive Behaviors (Children/Teens)

Nov. 12 - Addictive Behaviors (Adults and Seniors)
Free childcare and activities for children and teens.

« Deacon nominations are now open! It's time to
recommend those you believe should be asked to
serve as deacons for 3-year terms beginning in
January 2024. Pick up a form in one of the kiosks or
learn more and submit nominations on the FBCnow!
app. The deadline is Oct. 22, 2023.

» Blessing of the Animals | Oct. 8 | 4 p.m. | Arthur
Ashe Boulevard Courtyard | Bring your animals, great
and small. We will thank God for our stewardship
over the animals and ask His blessing upon them.
Open to the Richmond community. Free Jiji’s frozen
custard for the first 85 people and dogs.

+ Ring in Community | Oct. 12-Nov. 16 | 11 a.m. Bring
your lunch! | 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Ring for fun! | Join
us to enjoy ringing handbells. Contact Ruth Szucs at
szuc@fbcrichmond.org to sign up.

« Food & Faith | Oct. 21 | 6-8 p.m. | Flamming Hall &
Kitchen | Cost $15 | Led by Tim Powitz and Allison
Collier. This “hands-on” cooking experience will
bring you into the story of the “Todah.” Join Tim in
the kitchen, as you put together the traditional
ingredients. Allison will put them in context. Menu:
lentil and parsley salad, lamb & chickpea
soup, bread & oil, almond dip, fruit, stuffed
dates, and soft cheese. Limited to 15.

« FBC hosts author Dr. Amy Butler | Oct. 30 | 7 p.m.|
Flamming Hall | First Baptist Church will host
author Dr. Amy Butler, founder of Invested Faith, for
a book reading. Beautiful and Terrible Things is a
memoir of her life and journey as a pastor and
spiritual leader.




