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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Preparation For Worship

Thomas got to see Jesus with his own eyes, and when he did it was enough to convince him
that he had actually risen from the dead. Even though Jesus said the greater blessing is for
those who can believe without seeing, it’s hard to imagine that there’s a believer anywhere
who wouldn’t have traded places with Thomas, given the chance, and seen that face and heard
that voice and touched those ruined hands.

—Frederick Buechner

The Chiming of the Hour

Piano Prelude “Chri_st Arqse” arr. Jeff Bennett
Eunice Kim

Welcome and Invocation Allison Collier

Call to Worship, (from Psalm 16, NRSV) Allison Collier

Leader: The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.

People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.

Leader: Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
People: For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.
Leader: You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;

Unison: In your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Hymn No. 223, “Crown Him with Many Crowns” DIADEMATA
We invite children to the steps for the Children’s Sermon.

Children’s Sermon Amanda Lott

The Epistle Lesson, I Peter 1:3-9, (Pew Bible NT page 281) Lynn Turner




Call to Prayer “Like a River in My Soul”
Adult Choir

I've got peace like a river, like river in my soul.

I've got peace like a river, soothing river, calmly flow.

When the world closes in, feel the stillness within.
I've got peace like a river, like a river in my soul.

Pastoral Prayer
Hymn No. 205, “Christ Is Alive”
Bringing Heaven to Earth

Offertory “I Will Rise”
Elise Cumbia, solo

Doxology

arr. Tim Osiek

Robert Thompson
TRURO
Lisa Byerly

Chris Tomlin

OLD 100TH

Children in grades 1-3 are invited to children’s worship in suite 220. A leader will meet children
at the door near the piano and return them to worship during the final hymn.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Gratitude
The Gospel, John 20:19-31, (Pew Bible NT page 141)

Anthem “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
Adult Choir

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near.

The Bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh.

Phil Mitchell

Richard Szucs

K. Lee Scott

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom near;

Go forth as He approaches with alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.

Arise, O heirs of glory; the Bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience their cross and suffrings bore,

Shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;

in triumph cast before Him their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord to see
The day of earth’s redemption that sets Your people free!

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice!




Sermon The Well-Remembered Word: Jim Somerville
Thomas Remembers

Hymn No. 584, “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” LANDAS
The Life of the Community Jim Somerville
Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville
Organ Postlude, “Rigaudon” arr. Gustave Ferrari

We welcome Steve Henley as our guest organist today.

®

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship
can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week.
Lectionary Readings for Sunday, April 23, 2023: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19;

1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of
Dr. Richard M. and Mrs. Noralee M. Stephenson by Lee Stephenson;
The 32 students and faculty of Virginia Tech who died 16 years ago today
by JC Gascon, Virginia Tech Class of 2022.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.online.church
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org/youtube.

Wireless personal receivers are available for those who need assistance hearing in the Sanctuary.
If your hearing aid is equipped with a T-switch, please activate it to utilize our hearing loop.

Ministry Leadership Staff
Dr. James G. Somerville, Senior Pastor

The Ministry of Christian Community The Ministry of Christian Invitation
Rev. G. Lynn Turner, Senior Associate Pastor Rev. Matthew Hensley, Associate Pastor
Rev. Robert E. Thompson, Minister of Pastoral Care Lee Byerly, Recreation Director

Becky Payne, Pastoral Care Associate
The Ministry of Christian Compassion
Rev. Steve R. Blanchard, Associate Pastor

The Ministry of Christian Formation Emma Tilley, Compassion Ministry Associate

Dr. Allison Collier, Associate Pastor

Amanda Lott, Minister to Children & Families The Ministry of Communication
Michael Lacy, Student Ministry Assistant Allen Cumbia, Director of Communication Technology
Alex Hamp, Preschool Administrator Leigh Farmer, Communication Coordinator
The Ministry of Support

The Ministry of Christian Worship Donna Earley, Director of Stewardship & Development
Dr. Philip L. Mitchell, Associate Pastor Kim Boys, Interim Business Manager
Ruth Szucs, Music Ministry Associate

Eunice Kim, Pianist Deaf Mission at Richmond

Cheryl Van Ornam, Organist Rev. Dirk Hill, Pastor




+ Our Compassion Ministry is collecting canned fruit
(15 0z) and dish detergent (14 0z) in April. If you can
contribute please drop your donations in the bin
outside of our Mulberry Street entrance.

« De-escalation Training Opportunity | April 19 |

6:15 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Steve Blanchard will offer
de-escalation training during Wednesday evening
activities. These kinds of skills can help to navigate
some difficult situations in a compassionate and
safe way. We hope you can join and become a better
peacemaker.

« Camp Alkulana | April 28-30 | Calling families of all
shapes, sizes, and ages—we need your help! Join us
at Camp Alkulana in April to help clean up and i
prepare the camp for summer. Cost includes 2
meals and transportation. We will be back
on Sunday in time for our 11 a.m. service!

+ The Parish Health Ministry is resuming our First
Responder schedule. This team aims to have
someone available to assist individuals who are
experiencing a medical emergency. We need more
volunteers! If you are a healthcare provider and
willing to participate, please contact Matthew Lohr
(mlohr77@gmail.com) or Lori Humrich
(Humrich@fbcrichmond.org).

+ Ukrop’s Monument Ave. 10k Spirit Zone | April 22 |
8 a.m. | Join us in cheering on Team Good Neighbor -
a mix of FBC, Fan, Museum, and Scott’s Addition
District runners. We will have light refreshments,
live music, and a place to make your own poster!
Come join the fun. We will have plenty of parking,.
Just tell them you are with First Baptist.

« Don’t Let Kids Get Hurt | The Physician Within |
May 25 | 6 p.m. | Flamming Hall | Every child gets
boo-boos, but what happens when you find yourself
in the middle of a real pediatric medical emergency?
Hear tips and tricks from pediatric professionals.
There will be plenty of takeaways from this life-
saving session that you won’t want to miss! Whether
you are a first-time parent or a grandparent “on
duty,” you will get lots from this session.

« Vacation Bible School | June 26-30 | 9 a.m.-Noon |
Sign your K-5th grade children up for this much
anticipated week of fun at Richmond’s First Baptist
Church. Preschool classes are already full. This year
children will enter the Changemakers Lab to learn
that EVERYONE can make a difference in this world.
Extended day is available until 4 p.m. for $10/ day.

» When You Give, You Make an Impact!
When you partner with Richmond’s First
Baptist Church financially, you help love
and serve our neighbors in Richmond
and around the world. Use the QR code to give now
or give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

« Support Belltower Pictures and help ReEstablish
Richmond by attending the premier of Anahita at
the Byrd Theatre, April 23 at 7 p.m. Produced by FBC
member David Powers, Anahita tells the story of an
Afghani mother who escapes from the -
Taliban to begin a new life in America.
Ticket sales will support ReEstablish
Richmond. Order tickets using the QR code.

+ Music and Missions Program | April 26 | 6:15 p.m. |
Santuary | Children will present their end-of-year
program.

+ Helena Youth Mission Trip | July 7-15 | This trip is
specifically for our youth (middle and high school
students). We invite them and their families to
travel with us to Arkansas as we spend our time
working with Together for Hope in one of the 20
most impoverished counties in the country. The
experience will be rewarding, eye-opening, and
faith-forming for those who make the trip. guges.
If your teen has a heart for service, this is
the trip for you! Register on the FBCnow!
app or use the QR code.

+ Women in the Word | starting Wednesday, May 3 |
6:15 p.m. | Led by Kathy Allen, this small group will
meet on Wednesdays as they come to the scriptures
with “ears to hear” what God is saying. Bring a Bible
and join us for study and discussion in room 280H
during the month of May as we focus on 1 Peter.

» Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing! a choral concert |
May 21 | 7 p.m. | The Adult Choir will be joined by our
auditioned adult ensemble, One Accord, our First
Ringers handbell choir, and orchestra. The concert
will feature joyous anthems of praise from John
Rutter, Dan Forrest, Thomas Cousins, Dale Wood,
and Mack Wilberg. Join us as we delight in beautiful
music, led by the church’s 80-voice choir, performed
in the historic worship space of Richmond’s First
Baptist Church. The concert is free.

+ Summer Music Camp | July 31-August 4 |
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. | Students in rising first-fifth
grades are invited to join us for this fun week of
music and rhythm. Mornings will include choir,
rhythm instruments, bells/ chimes, Bible stories,
skits, and more. For an additional $10, you can
extend your child’s day to 4:30 p.m. The week
will culminate on Sunday at the 11 a.m.
service where they will sing. Use the QR
code to register.




