
 

Preparation for Worship

If a schlemiel is a person who goes through life spilling soup on people and a schlemozzle is the one it 
keeps getting spilled on, then Abraham was a schlemozzle. It all began when God told him to go to 
the land of Canaan, where he promised to make him the father of a great nation, and he went.

 —Frederick Buechner

The Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Invocation Matthew Hensley

Piano Prelude, “In the Name of the Lord” arr. Dick Tunney

Call to Worship (Psalm 121, NRSV) Matthew Hensley

Leader: I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? 

People: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

Leader: He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.

People: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

Leader: The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade at your right hand.

People: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

Leader: The Lord will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. 

People: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in  
 from this time on and forevermore.

Hymn No. 356, “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer” KREMSER

The Gospel  John 3:1-17, (Pew Bible/NT page 114) 
Jon Buckbee, Preston Powers, Stephanie Ransome
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Call to Prayer “God So Loved the World” John Stainer
Adult Choir

Pastoral Prayer Amanda Lott

Hymn No. 57, “Be Still, My Soul” FINLANDIA

Bringing Heaven to Earth Ariane Raines

Offertory  “Amazing Grace” arr. Michael Brown
   Maron El-Khouri, Sebastian Ford, trumpets 

Doxology OLD 100TH

Children in grades 1-3 are invited to children’s worship in suite 220. A leader will meet children  
at the door near the piano and return them to worship during the final hymn.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Gratitude Rob Brown

The Old Testament Lesson, Genesis 12:1-4a, (Pew Bible OT page 12) Rob Brown

Anthem  “God Is Our Refuge” Allen Pote
   Adult Choir

God is our refuge and strength; a present help in time of trouble.
Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,
Though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear.

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God.
He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth.

He is the Word, we are his hands, He will lead us. 
He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence all the day long.

God is our refuge and strength; a present help in time of trouble. 
Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
Though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear.

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God.
He is in the midst of his people, in all the earth.

He is the rain, we are the stones, He will cleanse us. 
He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence all the day long.

God is our refuge and strength. A present help in time of trouble.
Though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear.

Sermon  Decisions, Decisions: Jim Somerville
Can You Trust God’s Promises?

Celebration of Communion 
   “In Heaven’s Eyes” arr. Dick Tunney 

Eunice Kim, piano



Hymn No. 565, “God of Past, Who by Your Spirit” HYFRYDOL  

The Life of the Community Jim Somerville

Charge and Benediction Jim Somerville

Congregational Response, “The Lord’s Prayer” Albert Hay Malotte

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Organ Postlude, “Sing, My Tongue, the Saviour’s Glory” Nicolas de Grigny

The worship services at Richmond’s First Baptist Church are planned around the weekly  
readings from The Revised Common Lectionary. This biblically based approach to worship  

can be strengthened and enhanced by the awareness and preparation of our church family  
as we ready ourselves to meet God and each other in worship each week. 

Lectionary Readings for Sunday, March 12, 2023: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in memory of 
Mrs. Dorothy P. Chase by Mark and Janet Chase; 

James E. Smith by Dot Smith; 
Mrs. Berline M. Stubbs by Peggy Golden.

The 11 a.m. worship service is streamed on Sundays at fbcrichmond.org /live 
and on YouTube at fbcrichmond.org /youtube. 
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•  Easter Lilies are now on sale. Consider purchasing 
one in honor of someone special this Lenten season. 
All lilies are $17 and you have until March 31 to make 
your purchase. Please contact Lisa Rahmlow with any 
questions at Rahmlow@fbcrichmond.org 
or 804-358-5458 x129. You can use the 
QR code to purchase your lilies on our 
FBCnow! app.

•  Daylight Saving Time Begins March 12 | Remember 
to set your clocks forward (Spring Forward) an hour 
Saturday night.

•  Week of Prayer for North American and Global 
Missions March 5-12 
Sunday, March 5: Pick up Prayer Guides in the kiosks 
and use them to pray throughout the week. 
Tuesday, March 7, 10:30 a.m., Flamming Hall: Sue 
Smith, missionary with the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship, will share about her work in the areas of mental 
health and case management with Spanish-speaking 
immigrants in the Fredericksburg area. Optional lunch 
$7; no reservation needed. 
Sunday, March 12: Use your gold offering envelope or 
give online to the Annie Armstrong Mission Offering of the 
South Baptist Convention or the Global North American 
Mission Offering of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. 
Every dollar you give goes directly to the work of the 
missionaries.  
Annie Armstrong Offering Goal: $15,000  
Offering for Global Missions Goal: $7,000

•  Journey to the Cross | March Wednesdays |  
6:15 p.m. | Sanctuary | This year’s Journey to the 
Cross series will make use of the Gospel lessons for 
the Season of Lent with an emphasis on Jesus’ (and 
our) humanity. Streaming live on our website for those 
who are not able to join us in person.

•       The Parish Health Ministry is resuming our First  
Responder schedule to strive to have someone avail-
able to assist individuals who are experiencing a 
medical emergency. We need more volunteers! If you 
are a healthcare provider and willing to participate, 
please contact Matthew Lohr (mlohr77@gmail.com) or 
Lori Humrich (Humrich@fbcrichmond.org). 

•  To reserve a Sunday flower memorial or hono-
rarium, contact Becky Payne at 804-358-5458 x154 
or flowers@fbcrichmond.org. The acknowledgement 
will be listed in the worship bulletin on the date you 
designate. The cost will increase from $25 to $30 
starting March 5.

•  When You Give, You Make an Impact!  
When you partner with Richmond’s First  
Baptist Church financially, you help love and  
serve our neighbors here in Richmond and  
around the world. Use the QR code to give now, or 
give online at fbcrichmond.org/give.

•  Sunday Night @FBC | Program 5 p.m. | Meal 6 p.m. |  
February 26-March 19 | All students in grades 6-12 
are welcome to join us for Youth Worship Arts. Led by 
Ruth Szucs and Phil Mitchell, this is a time to learn and 
create the elements of a worship service. At the same 
time, children in grades K-5 are welcome to join Aman-
da Lott for Puppetry for beginners! They will explore 
the use of puppets during creative play. For more 
information, contact Ruth Szucs (Szucs@fbcrichmond.
org) or Amanda Lott (Lott@fbcrichmond.org).

•       Citywide Book Read | March 6 | 7 p.m. | Flamming 
Hall | Live streaming on website | We are challenging 
Richmond to read Black Fortunes by Shomari Wills, 
and inviting everyone to join us as the author guides us 
through a discussion about the book. Mr. Wills will join 
Dr. Jim Somerville and David Bailey, Founder and CEO 
of Arrabon, a non-profit dedicated to reconciliation. 

•   Food & Faith: The Sabbath Feast | March 18 |  
10 a.m.-Noon | Flamming Hall | Cost $12 | First  
century Jews enjoyed a meal each week on the  
Sabbath, or Shabbat. It was a time for family and 
friends to gather at the table as part feast and part 
worship. You are invited to join us as we 
learn about this traditional meal and go 
into the kitchen where we will prepare our  
feast and eat together. 

•       Weaving a Basket of Strength, a Women’s  
Retreat - In a world where many women feel dis-
tressed, anxious, and overwhelmed, the women’s 
ministry invites you to a two-day conference in Flamming 
Hall. As we trust God on our faith journey, we discover 
tools for life’s challenges. This retreat will be led by  
Dr. Yvette Jackson, Staff Chaplain for Cedar Rapids’  
Mercy Medical Center. Worship will be led by Offering. 
Cost is $20 and includes a light dinner and continental  
breakfast. You can reserve childcare when you register. 
Use your FBCnow! app or this QR code to 
register.  
March 24 | 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 25 | 8:30 a.m.-Noon


